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Town all set for 49th 
Christmas Day Swim 


THE countdown 
has begun to the 
49th Christmas 
morning swim in 
Porthcawl. 

With an expected 800 
to 900 registered swim¬ 
mers, many in fancy 
dress, being cheered on 
by thousands of specta¬ 
tors, it promises to be 
another great family 
Christmas atmosphere 
and another very suc¬ 
cessful swim. 

Those who attended 
last year had a long 
walk down the beach; 
this year with the tide 
near the top of the 
beach there will be just 
a short parade to the 
chilly Bristol Channel. 

Chairman, Nicola 
Willis, said: 

“This year the 
‘Swim’ committee have 
chosen to donate all 
money collected at the 
swim and via swim¬ 
mers’ sponsorship to 
local charities and 
organisations. 

“We ask swimmers to 
support our chosen wor¬ 
thy causes, either by 
getting sponsorship, or 
giving generously to our 
bucket collection on the 
morning. 

“Our sponsorship 
forms are available 
from our website - 
WWW.christmasswim.org 
- or at the Town 
Council Offices, Jane’s 
Cards, John Street and 
Porthcawl Library”. 

Swim spokesperson, 
Ian Stroud explained: 
“The arrangements on 


HUNDREDS POISED FOR A 
CHILLY DIP IN THE BRINY! 



ABOVE: Swimmers at last year’s event pictured by Ian Stroud. 


the morning will be 
slightly different this 
year, in that all swim¬ 
mers will receive their 
commemorative mug 
before the swim. 

“Therefore, whether 
they have registered on 
line or not they must 
come to the registration 
desk from 10:30 
onwards. 

“Carols will start at 
Ham and the swimmers 
will leave the Hi Tide 
Inn at 11:45am led by 
Porthcawl Coastguard 
and veteran swimmers 
Vic Davies and Chris 
Hughes, both from 
Porthcawl, are on their 
49th Swim. 

“They will make 
their way down through 


the spectators and into 
the sea. Spectators are 
asked to leave a clear 
pathway for the swim¬ 
mers. 

“In the months run¬ 
ning up to Christmas, 
our small committee 
work very hard, trying 
to raise enough money 
to fund the cost of the 
swim, the souvenir pro¬ 
grammes and the much 
sought-after swim 
mugs. 

“To achieve our aim 
of making this the best 
year ever for our benefi¬ 
ciaries, we are relying 
on ‘you’ to help, either 
by swimming and get¬ 
ting sponsorship to sup¬ 
port us or if you are a 
spectator, by giving 


generously to our buck¬ 
et collection: the more 
money we collect the 
more we can give away. 

“Our promise is to 
give every penny that is 
collected on Christmas 
morning via the bucket 
collection and through 
swimmer’s sponsorship 
to our chosen benefici¬ 
aries. 

“On an official note, 
we need to point out 
that the Christmas 
Morning Swim 
Committee hold the 
license to collect money 
on Christmas Day, 
therefore any collecting 
or raising of money at 
the event, other than by 
our official collectors, is 
prohibited.” 


JUDGE CRITICISES CPS OVER LENIENT CHARGE 

Man attacked two 
women and bit a 

police officer - court told 


THE day after taking part in an affray, 
during which he bit a police officer’s leg, 
a 40-year-old man carried out an unpro¬ 
voked attack on a woman in a Barry 
street, delivering a “martial arts-style 
blow”. 

Two weeks later, he threatened to kill an ex-girl¬ 
friend in the Bridgend area, Cardiff Crown Court 
heard. 

Scott Spruce, of no fixed address, was jailed for 
two years. He admitted charges of affray, common 
assault and making threats to kill. 

Judge Daniel Williams criticised the Crown 
Prosecution Service and said that in one of the 


I’m Max - and who 
could resist meV 
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Lucky Max was rehomed following the 
recent Cats Protection open day. (See page 
18 for full coverage of the successful day) 
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REPORT by AJ SICLUNA 


incidents, the assault in a Barry street, to have 
charged Spruce with only common assault was a 
scandal. 

Prosecutor Tony Trigg said his remarks would 
be passed on to the authorities. 

Judge Williams told Spruce: “You are a danger 
to women, quick to resort to cowardly violence.” 

Mr Trigg said that on August 15, Spruce split up 
with a girlfriend. 

The police were later called to an address in 
Hunter Street, Barry, and found Spruce there sitting 
in a chair, injured. He became aggressive and 
shouted: “**** off, or I’ll sort you out myself. I’ll 
kill you.” 

He said he had possession of a knife and 
attempted to operate a multi-tool, which was taken 
from him by the police. 

He was arrested and during a struggle, kicked a 
police officer and bit the leg of another. Later, he 
explained he had been upset because of breaking 
up with his girlfriend. 

He was bailed and the following day in Vere 
Street, Barry, he assaulted Karina Barry while 
drinking from a can of lager. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3). 
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Getting to grips with 
the basics of aerospace! 



ABOVE: Cadets I Dixon, Cpl J Morris, J Clarke and Cpl R Barrett. 


FOUR cadets from 2117 (Kenfig Hill) 
Squadron RAF Air Cadets joined fellow 
cadets from Mountain Ash Squadron for a 
two-day basic aerospace course. 

The course covered navigation, principles of 
flight, aircraft handling, radio communications and 
airmanship, plus a chance to put into practice what 
they had learnt on the squadron flight simulator. 

The cadets had to give a 10-minute presentation 
on the course to the Regional Aerospace officer Fit 
Lt P Manning and fellow course colleagues. 

They then took part in a question and answer ses¬ 
sion on their presentation. For some of the cadets 


this was the first time they had taken part in any form 
of public speaking, which was very daunting, but 
they all managed to complete this task and pass this 
level of the course. 

Sgt (ATC) Kevin Gould, who was in charge of the 
cadets from Kenfig Hill, would like to thank Pilot 
Officer Chin Commanding Officer Mountain Ash 
Squadron and his cadets for the warm welcome and 
hospitality shown to cadets from Kenfig Hill, and 
also for the chance to participate in the next level the 
Intermediate Aerospace course planned for January 
2014. 

LINDSAY THOMAS, 
Secretary Civilian Committee 


Porthcawl school’s delight 
at Est3m inspection report 


PORTHCAWL Comprehensive School 
has announced the publication of a very 
positive report from its recent Estyn 
Inspection. 

A school spokeswoman said: “We are proud that 
the inspection team said “one of our strengths is the 
exceptional working relationship between teachers 
and pupils. This contributes very well to the positive 
learning environment in the school.” 

“In the analysis of our results at key stage 4, the 
performance of our pupils at GCSE, including 
English and mathematics, is well above expecta¬ 
tions. No pupils leave without a qualification.” 

The inspectors said: “The school works highly 
effectively with a range of partners and this work 
has a significant impact on pupils’ wellbeing and 
achievement. 

The spokeswoman said: “We were pleased that 
the inspection team recognised the excellent transi¬ 
tion work that is carried out, including a wide range 
of activities with year-6 pupils in primary schools. 


Our links with universities and colleges to support 
the sixth form students were also praised. 

“The school provides a very caring and support¬ 
ive environment that has a positive impact on many 
aspects of pupils’ wellbeing and personal develop¬ 
ment. 

“Extra-curricular provision is extensive and has a 
very positive impact on pupils’ achievement, well¬ 
being and attitudes to learning. In lessons, our pupils 
were praised for “engaging well with activities, 
making sound progress and producing work of a 
very high standard. Many pupils have full and accu¬ 
rate recall of their work. Nearly all pupils behave 
well in class and around the school. They are ready 
to learn and participate well in lessons. The school 
has a strong ethos based on fairness and this creates 
a caring and disciplined environment.” 

Overall, the school’s current performance and the 
school’s prospects for improvement are both 
described as good, having many strengths and no 
important areas requiring significant improvement. 


Harbour project was a 
"political merry-go-round’ 


T he gem was on the spot last week 
to welcome the first boat to anchor 
in the revamped 70-berth harbour 
at Porthcawl. 

Eurthermore the three photographs in the 
December 5 issue more than compensate for any 
form of written dialogue describing the ‘then and 
now’ features of the harbour. 

What a conundrum this project has turned out to 
be. Naturally, a great deal of groundwork takes 
place before any project of this magnitude comes to 
fruition and in this case after much discussion, 
debate and the appointment of consultants at a fee 
of £75,000, it was proposed some years ago that the 
marina would accommodate 290 berths - arranged 
such that 70 berths would be situated in the bounds 
of the revamped harbour and 220 berths outside its 
curtilage. 

The projected date for the first stage of construc¬ 
tion was October 12, 2004. 

Then the county borough council elections inter¬ 
vened. The outcome not only delayed the construc¬ 
tion but a change of a political persuasion took 


I READER’S VIEWPOINT | 

office and scrapped the project! 

In my opinion, as a new regime with no collec¬ 
tive experience as a council - “they wiped the 
board clean” at all costs. 

The Rainbow Alliance had their own ideas and 
chose the Portishead marina as an example of high 
quality design and re-employed the same consult¬ 
ants at a further fee of £75,000 - so that the number 
of berths required increased form 290 to 400! 

A group of county councillors visited the 
Portishead marina and in mid March 2005, five 
officers visited Portishead and Watchet with a view 
to presenting a report to cabinet at a later date. 

It was reported that a £100,000 study was under 
way regarding the condition of the old harbour 
walls, the seabed in the harbour and the geology 
and contamination of Salt Lake etc.The funding 
was borrowed from reserves. 

After all the political merry-go-round, the reality 
of it is that Porthcawl harbour still has only 70 
berths - with a facelift. 

GARETH HUGHES, Bridgend. 


Homeless charity gets a 
£23,000 boost from Assembly 


EMMAUS homeless charity has taken on 
two new staff and has a new shop, thanks 
to £23,000 support from a Valleys funding 
initiative. 

Emmaus South Wales, which is about to open its 
third shop in Bridgend county in under a year, 
received the grant from the South East Wales 
Community Economic Development Programme 
(SEWCED). 

Delivered in partnership by a local authorities 
consortium of Bridgend, Merthyr Tydfil, Blaenau 
Gwent, Caerphilly, Rhondda Cynon Taff and 
Torfaen, the £13.5 million programme is supported 
by the European Regional Development Eund 
through the Welsh Government. 

SEWCED has backed 88 social enterprises - not- 
for-profit community and voluntary organisations - 
since it was established in 2010, creating 83 jobs 
and 15 new groups across the region. 

Emmaus was founded in 1949. A worldwide 
movement, it offers an alternative to homelessness 
by providing people with a home, work and com¬ 
panionship, helping them to learn new skills and 
regain their self-esteem. 

The charity already has shops in Bridgend town 
centre and Porthcawl and is planning to open a new 
Emmaus ‘community’ for 22 people next year in a 
renovated former sheltered housing building just 
outside Heol-y-Nant. 

The renovation will rescue the building and trans¬ 
form the surrounding woodland area into a land¬ 
scaped garden. 

The new store, in Commercial Street, Maesteg, is 


opening on December 18 and promises to become ‘a 
complete Aladdin’s Cave’ of furniture, electrical 
items, homeware, fashion and curios. 

“In the current economic climate, every town 
needs a friendly store where goods can be purchased 
at reasonable prices,” said Emmaus South Wales 
Project Director Justin Horton. 

“The new shop will offer an exciting mix of prod¬ 
ucts including refurbished fridges, freezers and 
washing machines as well as beds, sofas, furniture, 
electrical items, clothes and gifts.” 

Mr Horton said the charity was “extremely grate¬ 
ful” for the SEWCED funding and the support it had 
received from Bridgend County Borough Council, 
which helped administer the grants scheme. 

“Due to the timely £23,000 capital investment, 
we’ve been able to employ two new staff members 
and continue our expansion in Bridgend,” he added. 


Who wants to build what and where? 


Tesco Stores Ltd - Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend - Six fascia boards. 

Wales & West Housing - Between 34 
and 45 Yr Hendre, Kenfig Hill - 
Crown reduce Oak tree ((1993) OBC 
No. 16 modified). 

Mr Barry O’Connel - Eyre Court 
House, Newton Nottage Road, 
Porthcawl - Reduce height of Ash tree 
and carry out canopy thinning. 

Nolton Church - Merthyr Mawr Road, 
Bridgend - Dead wood Yew tree and 
reduce weight off one side. 

Ms Gemma Bisagni - 4 Efynon 
Groyw, Broadlands - 30 per cent 
canopy reduction to Horse Chestnut. 
Mr and Mrs S and J Davies - Gilfach 
Uchaf Earm, Llangynwyd, Maesteg - 
Alterations/refurbishment to outbuild¬ 
ings to create farm cottage with eques¬ 
trian centre including stables. 

Mr Barrie Morris - 41 Maesteg Road, 
Maesteg - Erect car port to rear. 

Mr P Kinsella - 1 Heol Ton, Ton 
Kenfig - Rear extensions, side garage, 
convert loft including dormer, front 
balconies and convert existing garage. 
Mr C Yeoman - Rhoswen, Heol Elan, 
Coity - Two storey extension to side 
with dormer window to rear and 
enlarge window to first floor rear ele¬ 
vation. 


Pontardawe Coal & Metals Company 
- Land offOakwood Drive, Maesteg - 
Mixed use development including 
employment, extra care res (60 beds), 
public house and restaurants, retail 
and 115 res. dwellings. 

Mrs J Morgan - Cefn Ydfa 
Earmhouse, Coytrahen - Replace 
existing steel Nissan hut with block- 
work lean-to extension to existing 
stores. 

Taylor Wimpey South Wales - Eormer 
day care centre, Heol Tre Dwr - 
Demolish former day care centre. 
Deere Investments Limited - The 
General Picton, 57 New Road, 
Porthcawl - Three two-storey link 
houses with off-street parking spaces. 
Mr M Thorne - 20 Lowland Close, 
Broadland - Extension to link garage 
and house to provide utility room and 
entrance hall. 

Mr Kenneth Bonham - 21 Birch Walk, 
Porthcawl - Remove part of balcony 
and stone shed and construct conser¬ 
vatory with storage below. 

Tesco Stores Ltd - Cowbridge Road, 
Bridgend - Install dry cleaning, key 
cutting, shoe and watch repairs pod to 
Class 1 retail premises. 

Mr Jeff Murray - 6 St Marys View, 
Coychurch - two-storey side exten- 


Mr Geraint Hopkins -10 Glossop 
Terrace, Pencoed - First floor exten¬ 
sion to rear with balcony. 

Miss Emma Lippiatt - 83 Bryntirion 
Hill, Bridgend - Construct off road 
parking area to front. 

Mr M Cinderby - 18 The Green 
Avenue, Porthcawl - Loft conversion 
with three dormer extensions, rear sin¬ 
gle storey extension and rebuild exist¬ 
ing garage. 

Mr Hywel Williams - Land adjacent 
Ebenezer Terrace, Blackmill - Outline 
application for three detached 
dwellings. 

The Performance House - Principality 
House, Main House, Litchard 
Industrial Estate - Change of use from 
B1/B8 to D2 internal and external 
alterations. 

CTIL and Vodafone Ltd - Land at 
Waterton Road, Waterton - Existing 
telecommunications installation on 
area of adopted highway verge. 

Mr Anthony Smith - Land adjacent 
Corbett Street, Ogmore Vale - 
Proposed joinery workshop. 

Mr Alan Chick - The Manse, 35 
Efordd Yr Eglwys, North Cornelly - 
Two storey extension with a pitched 
roof to provide kitchen dining area and 


master bedroom and en-suite. 

Mrs E Rees (Church secretary) - 
Gilgal Baptist Church, Park Avenue, 
Porthcawl - Formation of six parking 
bays within the curtilage of the church. 
Anwen Care Ltd - Heol Pant-yr-Awel, 
Pantyrawel - Provide new enrance 
with administrative accommodation 
and secure garden to existing care 
home. 

Mr P Samuel - 33 Albany Road, 
Pontycymmer - Proposed utility room 
and dining room extension. 

Mr Mullally - Plot 141, Carreg Erw, 
Phase 2, Parc Derwen, Coity - 
Proposed alteration of approved 
dwelling to include rear conservatory. 
CTIL and Vodafone Ltd - Land at Heol 
yr Afon, Wildmill - Install replace¬ 
ment 15m high monopole with addi¬ 
tional ground based equipment cabi¬ 
nets affect footpath 14 Bridgend. 

Mr C J P Jones - 58 Salisbury Road, 
Maesteg - Single storey rear exten¬ 
sion, loft conversion inlcuding front 
dormers and internal alterations. 

CTIL asnd Vodafone Ltd - Land at 
Cefn Glas Road, Bridgend - Existing 
telecommunications installation on 
area of adopted highway verge. 



In Santa’s grotto 

FATHER CHRISTMAS joined children in 
Kenfig Hill for the switching on of the 
Christmas lights and afterwards everybody 
went to the Talbot Community Centre, where 
the children were given a present by Santa in 
his grotto. The evening concluded with every¬ 
one, including the local PCSOs, enjoying a 
disco. 


high TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL DECEMBER 19) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

12 Thur 

01.52 

8.2 

14.24 

8.4 

13 Fri 

02.54 

8.3 

15.21 

8.5 

14 Sat 

03.52 

8.6 

16.22 

8.7 

15 Sun 

04.47 

8.9 

17.11 

9.1 

16 Mon 

05.31 

9.2 

17.53 

9.3 

17 Tues 

06.12 

9.4 

18.31 

9.2 

18 Wed 

06.48 

9.4 

19.09 

9.3 

19 Thur 

07.23 

9.4 

19.42 

9.2 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table specif¬ 
ic to their location. 
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The Archbishop of Wales 
opens town charity shop 


THE Archbishop of 
Wales visited 
Aberkenfig to open 
a charity shop set 
up by churches to 
support people in 
debt. 

The Storehouse 
Community Shop is the 
first charity shop in 
Aberkenfig and will be 
run by eight local 
churches. It aims to raise 
about £600 a week, 
which will go towards 
setting up a Christians 
Against Poverty debt 
centre and also help 
local causes. 

The shop employs a 
manager and a deputy 
manager part-time, and 
they are helped by about 
20 volunteers from the 
churches. It sells good 
quality second-hard 
clothes, books and CDs. 

Cutting the ribbon to 
open the shop, the 
Archbishop, Dr Barry 
Morgan, said: “This 
shop is an excellent 
example of Christianity 
in action - people work¬ 
ing together to respond 
to a need and help others 
in their community. 

“It will provide a 
service by selling sec¬ 
ond-hard items and the 
money raised will all go 
to helping others, partic¬ 
ularly those among us 
who are facing increas¬ 
ing financial hardship 
and struggling with 
debt.” 

Rev Stephen Pare, 
priest-in-charge of 
Aberkenfig, said the 
shop, on Bridgend Road, 
was the idea of church 
leaders from a variety of 


traditions in the commu¬ 
nity. 

He said: “It’s the 
result of nearly two 
years of regular, weekly- 
united prayer meetings. 
Our aim is to provide a 
service for the communi¬ 
ty - we talked to people 
and found out that they 
wanted a second-hand 
shop, as there isn’t one 
at all in Aberkenfig. 

“There was also a 
need to help people fac¬ 
ing debt, so we hope this 
shop will raise about 
£6,000 to set up a debt 
centre. The charity, 
Christians Against 
Poverty, supports those 
in debt, helping some 
20-50 families a week 
become debt-free. 

“None of the money 
the Storehouse raises 
will assist the running 
costs of the churches and 
chapels - it will all go to 
the community.” 

The Rev Chris Gray, 
assistant chair of the 
Methodist Synod, cut the 
cake to mark the occa¬ 
sion. 

The churches support¬ 
ing it are: Aberkenfig 
Bible Church, 

Aberkenfig Church of 
God, Wesley Methodist, 
Tondu, Nazareth Baptist 
Church, Bryncethin, St 
Roberts Roman Catholic 
Church, Aberkenfig, 
Smyrna Baptist Church, 
Penyfai, The Parish of 
All Saints Penyfai, and 
the Parish of 
Llansantffraid, Bettws 
and Aberkenfig. 

The shop is open 
Monday-Thursday, 
10am-4pm and 
Saturday lOam-lpm. 


Emmaus 
shop to open 
in Maesteg 

FOLLOWING the successful visit to their 
charity shop in Porthcawl by the Duchess 
of Cornwall and launch of the superstore 
in Tremains Road, Bridgend, Emmaus 
South Wales has announced the opening 
of its furniture, electrical and homeware 
charity store in the former Trade Secrets 
shop. Commercial Street, Maesteg, 
December 18 at 10.30am. 

A spokeswoman said: “In the current economic 
climate every town needs a friendly store where 
goods can be purchased at reasonable prices. The 
Emmaus store will have on offer an exciting mix of 
products - including refurbished fridges, freezers 
and washing machines as well as beds, sofas, furni¬ 
ture, electrical items, clothes and gifts. 

“Emmaus South Wales is an imaginative way of 
offering an alternative to homelessness, by providing 
a home, work and companionship to previously 
homeless people. More importantly it enables them 
to make choices, learn new skills and re-gain their 
self-esteem,” she added. 


Churches unite for 
service at Pencoed 

THE United Christian churches of 
Pencoed are holding a special service at 
St David^s Church Hall, Penprysg Road, 
Pencoed, on Sunday, January 5, at 3pm. 

Everyone is invited to join in a 
Christian celebration of the New Year. 

Refreshments will be served following 
the service. 



ABOVE: Archbishop Barry Morgan, shop manager Karen Homans, and Rev Chris Gray. 


Parents* group will 
campaign against 
Tyn yr Heol closure 


A GROUP of parents have banded 
together to oppose the proposal to close 
Tyn yr Heol Primary School. 

The Tyn yr Heol Primary School Action Group 
feels that the closure of the school would have a 
major effect on the local community. 

Spokeswoman Deborah Davies told The GEM: 
“The consultation documentation presented to both 
cabinet and stakeholders lacks accuracy, lacks trans¬ 
parency, and does not provide the reader with the 
information that is required for a true and consid¬ 
ered consultation. 

“There are a number of facts that have not been 
published, appear to be incorrect, or are currently 
unavailable. 

“As a result, it is impossible to understand why 
only the single option proposed for Tyn yr Heol 
Primary School (closing, merging and relocating in 
Bettws) has been presented - and why refurbish¬ 
ment of the current site is not being considered.” 

She summarised the group’s initial objections: 

• No information has been provided to indicate 
that the child’s education or health will be improved. 

• Children will be taken by bus or private trans¬ 
port, adding congestion to the Bettws area, to a new 
school almost treble in size to our current school. 

• Minimal financial information is provided, 
making it untransparent how costs have been deter¬ 
mined, especially in relation to transport and the ris¬ 
ing cost of fuel. 

• No costs associated with capital depreciation or 
possible borrowing service charge. 

• No valid comparison between running costs of 
current and new school have been provided. 

• Deliberate high cost of refurbishment, making it 
un-competitive with cost of new build. 

A spokesman for Bridgend County Borough 
Council (BCBC) responded: “The proposals are to 
merge Tynyrheol and Betws primaries into a new 
facility at the Betws site,as part of the council’s 
ongoing school modernisation programme, which is 
designed to ensure that children can benefit from the 
very best learning environments that we can pro¬ 
vide. 

“Ysgol Gynradd Gymraeg Cwm Garw would 
also move to the Betws site to relieve pressure on 
Welsh-medium places at Ysgol Gymraeg Bro Ogwr, 
which is nearing full capacity. 

“It will cost more than £1.3m just to maintain 
each of the schools ‘ current ageing premises. That is 
without delivering any further improvements or new 
facilities for pupils - all at a time when the council 
is facing severe shortfalls in funding over the next 
three years. 

“Eor example, condition surveys at Tynyrheol 
have revealed that repairs will cost £393,000 in 
total, and include urgent work on the school canteen, 
hall floor and boiler, which will need to be replaced 


REPORT by PHILIP IRWIN 


entirely in the next few years. The most urgent 
repairs at the school have already been carried out at 
a cost of £13,000. 

“Under the proposals, the children would remain 
at their current school buildings until the new facil¬ 
ities are ready in 2016 and 2017. 

“Consultation over the proposals is currently 
ongoing and as part of this, we have met with par¬ 
ents. We understand their concerns and want to 
work with them to plan for the future, while ensur¬ 
ing that the children continue to benefit from a 
strong sense of community. 

“As well as being more financially viable, we 
believe that the proposals will be of huge benefit to 
local children, and will help us to provide the kind 
of modern facilities that they deserve. 

“That’s why we want staff, parents, pupils and 
governors to take part in the consultation, find out 
more about the proposals, and let us know what they 
think before any further decisions are made.” 


Single 

mother 

jailed 

after 

‘repeat’ 

fraud 


Report by AJ SICLUNA 


A SINGLE parent 
who betrayed the 
trust of three for¬ 
mer school friends, 
has been jailed for 
five months at 
Cardiff Crown 
Court. 

Clare Pope (31) of 
Mackworth Street, 
Bridgend, admitted eight 
charges of fraud. 

She was said to have 
previous convictions of 
making false representa¬ 
tions in similar circum¬ 
stances. 

Prosecutor Owen 
Williams said the overall 
loss to the three women 
was over £1,500. 

She had carried out 
multiple frauds, he said, 
in July, August and 
October. On one occa¬ 
sion, she stole a credit 
card belonging to one of 
them and also used bank 
details to make cash 
transfers into her 
account. 

Defence barrister 
Jeffrey Jones said: “She 
was ashamed and embar¬ 
rassed. Sadly, she com¬ 
mitted these offences 
within five months of the 
previous convictions. 

“At the time, she had 
financial and emotional 
difficulties, caused pos¬ 
sibly by the breakdown 
of her marriage. I accept 
these were mean 


crimes.” He added: “Her 
life has been turned 
upside down. 

Something drove her to 
commit these offences. 
What she did was possi¬ 
bly a form of retail ther¬ 
apy. Is she mad, or bad, 
or both?” he asked. 

Mr Jones pointed out 
that she was pregnant 
with her second child, 
due in May. 

She was also taking 
painkillers and antide¬ 
pressants. 

“Immediate custody 
will be keenly felt. She 
has, to her credit, repaid 
£300.” 

He pointed out that 
she realised how serious 
her position was and that 
she had been foolish and 
put everything at risk. 

She had learned her 
lesson, he said. 

But Judge Niclas 
Parry told her: “You 
were given a remarkable 
chance in Eebruary for 
breaching the trust of 
friends. You used infor¬ 
mation to defraud them 
of £500. 

“However,” he added, 
“Within five months, she 
was doing the same 
thing to friends who had 
trusted her.” 

He said she had 
amassed financial infor¬ 
mation and used it to 
defraud them. 


BRIDGEND ATTACK: 
‘Woman absolutely 
terrified’ - court told 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 

Said Mr Trigg: “He kicked her with a martial 
arts-style blow to the face. Earlier, he had asked 
her to attack a former girlfriend.” 

Mr Trigg said Spruce had had a relationship 
with Donna Hazelwood, but he had been violent 
and she had spent two months in a refuge. 

On August 28, while on bail, he returned to 
Bridgend and she met him at the station to give 
him a last chance. He was drunk and abusive, 
and Miss Hazelwood attempted to placate him. 

“He struck her leg, causing her to fall to the 
floor and tried to punch her. She told him not to 
be silly.” 

Soon afterwards, at her address in the 
Broadlands area, he picked up a piece of metal 
and threw it at her. When she called the police, 
he said: “I love you, I didn’t mean to throw any¬ 
thing.” 

He then kicked her legs and picked up a knife 
and threatened to kill her, putting the knife close 
to her stomach. 


She succeeded in hitting the knife away from 
him, then fled, with Spruce shouting: “Come 
back. I’m going to kill you.” 

The woman, said Mr Trigg, was absolutely ter¬ 
rified. 

She was found to have injuries to her face, 
forehead, lips, leg, and shoulder. 

When interviewed by the police, he said his 
recollection was vague, and that the allegations 
were made up. 

The court was told that he had previous con¬ 
victions for actual bodily harm, involving pour¬ 
ing paraffin over a woman, assaulting a neigh¬ 
bour by punching her, assaulting his mother and 
for affray, involving going to a house armed with 
a scythe. 

Solicitor Adam Sharpe said: “The only mitiga¬ 
tion and the most compelling, are his guilty 
pleas. He sincerely apologises for his behaviour 
towards Miss Hazelwood. 

“Startlingly, she has been visiting while he has 
been in prison.” 
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‘FLOWER POWER’ PROVES THE WINNING 
THEME AT BRIDGEND RETAIL AWARDS 





ABOVE: 

The Vale team celebrated the area’s success at the National Building Excellence Awards. 


THE National Building Excellence 
Awards 2013 were held in London 
recently, and the Vale Council was one of 
three Welsh winners in the 13 categories. 

More than 580 guests were on hand to celebrate 
building excellence across the country, with Wales 
winning Best Domestic Extension or Alteration: 
Llandough House, Vale of Glamorgan; Best 
Individual Dwelling: Chattock House, Newport, 
Pembrokeshire and Best Small Housing 
Development: Swn y Dail Development, Barmouth, 
Gwynedd. 

Marcus Goldsworthy, the manager of the build¬ 
ing and development control team at the Vale 
Council said: “I am extremely pleased that a small 
country like Wales, and in particular the Vale of 
Glamorgan, can have such a strong showing at the 
national Building awards. 

“It highlights that both the quality and type of 
projects being undertaken in the Vale can challenge 
the best from the rest of England and Wales. It is 
testament to the quality of the project, agents, 
builders and the council’s building control team that 
the Vale has won such a prestigious award.” 

Coun Lis Burnett, cabinet member for regenera¬ 
tion, innovation, planning and transportation, said: 
“It is wonderful to see the Vale competing with 
schemes nationally and winning! I am extremely 
pleased for all those involved and I think it shows 
that the Vale is a place where you can really do 
business.” 

Coun Ered Johnson, chairman of the Vale 
Council planning committee, said: “I’m delighted 
that a project from the Vale has won this national 
award and I think it shows the high level of team¬ 


work involved in delivering a quality service to the 
public of the Vale of Glamorgan.” 

Lisa Woodward of Woodward property develop¬ 
ments said: “It is very difficult to put into words 
exactly what winning this award means to me and 
my husband Anthony. We have been through an 
extremely difficult time as has the construction 
industry as a whole. 

“The past three years have truly consisted of 
blood, sweat and tears but the end result winning 
the National Building Excellence Award 2013, 
proves that with sheer will and determination, hard 
work and a fantastically loyal, hardworking team 
you can achieve so much. 

“I am so proud of Anthony and the team and 
would like to thank Alan Barker, the architect and 
Mr Duncan Barber, whose home is Llandough 
House, for making this such a fantastic project to 
carry out.” 

Mr Duncan Barber, owner of the winning proper¬ 
ty, said: “The Vale Council must be delighted in 
earning this prestigious award for the first time. To 
you and your colleagues I thank you for your pro¬ 
fessionalism and guidance throughout this success¬ 
ful project. I genuinely recognise that Vale building 
control were the catalyst and foundation in working 
with the architect, the James Carter/Alan Barker 
partnership and the builder. Woodward Property 
Developments, whilst at the same time looking 
after my and the community’s long best term inter¬ 
ests. 

“I feel privileged to be part of a winning team, 
for a job well done, designed and built to the cor¬ 
rect quality standards embodying the all-important 
good attention to detail which have been recognised 
as the best in the United Kingdom.” 


Bridgend’s Peter Wood & 

Sons Butchers, Simply Beauty 
in Bridgend took home the 
‘Hair and Beauty Award’, 
Bridgend’s Candy Shack 
enjoyed the sweet taste of suc¬ 
cess with the ‘Shooting Star 
Award’, Bassrock Laundry in 
Pencoed was presented with 
the ‘Professional/Service 
Industry Award’, and The 
Phoenix in Bridgend secured 


Local projects aim to let 
people’s voice be heard 

ALL seven Bridgend county borough Scheme involving members from the gay, lesbian. 


third sector projects, funded by the 
£lmillion Big Lottery Community Voice 
project entitled ‘Needs Must/Pan fo 
Angen’, have now started, with the aim 
of engaging members of the community 
in local matters. 

Led by Bridgend Association of Voluntary 
Organisations (BAVO), the Community Voice pro¬ 
gramme helps local communities influence policies 
and decisions that affect them. 

The projects include the Bridgend Coalition of 
Disabled People in partnership with Vision in Wales 
and Disability Wales, who will be engaging dis¬ 
abled people; Action for Children working along¬ 
side Bridgend Carers Centre with young adult car¬ 
ers; Mental Health Matters Wales, working with 
people who self-harm; Age Cymru: ‘SHOUT’ 
engaging older people; the Bridge Mentoring Plus 


bi-sexual and transgender community. Every Link 
Counts concerning people with learning disabilities 
and Ogmore Valley Community Council, who will 
be involving residents from the Ogmore Valley on 
matters that concern their community. 

Heidi Bennett, BAVO’s chief executive said: 
“The common aim of the various projects is to sup¬ 
port organisations and individuals, particularly 
minority groups that find it difficult to participate. 

“In helping them have a voice and to actively 
contribute to decisions about services that are 
designed for them, or are supposed to meet their 
needs, we feel that service providers will be in a 
better place to deliver good services and make 
improvements.” 

For further details, visit the news section of 
www.bavo.org.uk or call BAVO on 01656 810400. 


ABOVE: Representatives from each of the projects involved in Community Voice programme. 


LOCAL florists were among 
the winners at the inaugural 
Bridgend Retail Awards cere¬ 
mony held in Porthcawl. 

Bridgend Market’s Llowers@33 
picked up the ‘Market Stall Award’ at 
the ceremony held at the Grand 
Pavilion, while AJ Guttridge the 
Llorist, which has outlets in both 
Bridgend and Porthcawl, collected the 
‘Specialist Retailer Award’. 

Organised by Bridgend County 
Borough Council in partnership with 
Bridge PM, the awards recognised 
and celebrated retail excellence 
among businesses from across 
Bridgend County Borough. 

Entrants were initially shortlisted 
by a panel of judges into three final¬ 
ists for each of the ten categories, 
before the winners’ fates were sealed 
by local residents via a public 
vote. 

With more than 5,300 votes 
received from the public in 
total, Patel’s Mini Market in 
Ogmore Vale picked up the 
‘Customer Service Award’, 

Porthcawl’s Divine won the 
‘Independent Retailer Award’, 

Clarks collected the ‘National 
Retailer Award’, the ‘Pabulous 
Pood Award’ went to 


the ‘Evening Economy Award’. 

Council Leader Mel Nott said: 

“The high streets and shopping cen¬ 
tres across Bridgend County Borough 
are packed with outstanding retail 
businesses, and it’s great that we 
could celebrate them through this fan¬ 
tastic awards event. 

“The economic downturn and the 
tough conditions being faced by 
traders across the UK have been wide¬ 
ly publicised, but these award winners 
are rising to the challenge and proving 
that good businesses are thriving here 
in Bridgend County Borough. 

“All the traders did exceptionally 
well to be selected as finalists for the 
awards. I’d like to offer my congratu¬ 
lations to each of the winners and 
wish traders across the county bor¬ 
ough the merriest of festive trading 
periods.” 


New Benetton pop-up store 


THE Bridgend Designer Outlet has a new 
Benetton pop-up store, which opened on 
December 5. 

Richard Garratt, centre manager said: “The 
arrival of a hugely popular brand such as 


Benetton highlights the continuing fashion offer¬ 
ing we have to offer here in Bridgend, and 
secures our position as the main shopping desti¬ 
nation in the area for shoppers to get all their 
Christmas shopping done in one place. ” 


BELOW: Hair and Beauty Award finalists, Beth Daniels 
Hair Design, joined in with the celebrations. 


National award for 
Vale’s building team 


ABOVE: 

The inaugural Bridgend Retail Awards were a 
blooming success for stafffrom AJ Guttridge 
the Florist and their fellow winners. 


ABOVE: Independent Retailer Award sponsors, Watts & Morgan Estate 
Agents, enjoyed the black tie event. 
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Bridgend Male Voice Choir’s 
tribute to Nelson Mandela 


THE day had 
begun with 
Bridgend Male 
choristers in con¬ 
templative mood 
after the sad 
overnight news of 
the death of world 
statesman, Nelson 
Mandela - one of 
the most inspira¬ 
tional and heroic 
leaders of his gen¬ 
eration. 

This was the third 
consecutive day that 
choristers had 
appeared at St Mary’s 
Catholic Church, 
Bridgend, having been 
invited to participate 


with the school choirs 
of Archbishop John 
Lewis and St Mary’s 
at the all-denomina¬ 
tion, Vespers service 
hosted by Father 
William Isaac and led 
by Dr Barry Morgan, 
Archbishop of Wales. 

Both commented 
favourably on the 
quality of singing and 
the ‘full house’ con¬ 
gregation. 

The next evening 
was the regular 
rehearsal, which takes 
place from 7.30pm 
every Thursday 
evening, with some 80 
choristers attending - 
an inspirational ses¬ 
sion, as is usual with 


Tory Leader’s 
concern at 
Flybe cutbacks 


THE Welsh 
Conservative 
Leader, Andrew RT 
Davies AM, has 
expressed concern 
after the airline 
Flybe cut two 
routes from Cardiff 
Airport. 

He said: “The news 
that Cardiff Airport has 
lost two key destinations 
in Paris and Glasgow is 
nothing short of alarm¬ 
ing and disappointing 
given recent improve¬ 
ments in flight numbers. 

“Cardiff struggles to 
compete with Bristol 
based on the relative 


flight offerings and this 
will make the task even 
more difficult. 

“It seems that the 
Welsh Government’s 
early record as owners 
isn’t exactly bringing 
the improvements in 
route development that 
one would have hoped 
for, and as things stand 
there is little evidence to 
suggest that their £52 
million investment has 
brought immediate divi¬ 
dends. 

“We will continue to 
scrutinise its financial 
performance on behalf 
of Welsh taxpayers.” 


Bonvilston, CF5 6TR 


3 Course 
Christmas Menu 

Available until 24th December 
£17.95 adults 
£12.95 2 courses 


Boxing Day 

Meals served 12 -6pm 


Brunch Time! 

27th - 31st December 


Back to the 80 ^s Disco 

31st December 2013 
. Choice of chicken, 
sausage or scampi 
and chips in a basket. 

Tickets £12 each 

% 

To make a reservation 
please call 01446 781 208 


the choir’s gifted 
music team. 

The third visit was 
for the annual 
Friendship Concert - 
Bridgend Male Choir’s 
gift to the church for 
its hosting of the choir 
and quality of friend¬ 
ship. 

Musical Director, 
Rhiannon Williams- 
Hale had selected a 
programme represent¬ 
ing both the season 
and recent repertoire. 
The traditional Carol, 
‘Once in Royal 
David’s City’ was 
sung with ‘Portrait of 
My Love’, (mostly 
associated with Matt 
Monro) and the Louis 
Armstrong inspired, 
‘What a Wonderful 
World’. 

he Choir of St 
Mary’s Catholic 
School are regular 
choir partners at this 
concert and can 
always be relied on to 
deliver. 

Under their inspira¬ 
tional conductor, they 
opened with ‘Now the 
holly bears a berry’, 
‘Love shone down’ 
and ‘A King is born’, 
receiving deserved and 
generous applause 
from th 

The men returned 
with talented choir 


secretary, Gareth 
Reese singing the 
Austrian carol, ‘Still, 
Still, Still’, with the 
choir; ‘Deep 
Harmony’ - Lief, 
which had received an 
outstanding adjudica¬ 
tion when sung recent¬ 
ly at the International 
Festival Competition, 
Isle of Man, before 
going on to close the 
first half with ‘Veni 
Emmanuel’, using an 
arrangement by MD, 
Rhiannon. 

Bridgend Male 
Choir opened the sec¬ 
ond half with two 
more Rhiannon 
arrangements, this 
time ‘The First Noel/ 
Pachelbel's Canon’ and 
the pacey ‘He is born, 
the Child Divine’, both 
of which drew much 
applause and a post 
concert comment that 
the vocal ringing bells 
echoed 

It was then time for 
choir organist, Scott 
Williams to entertain 
with the Christmas 
themed, ‘Carry on 
softly’. 

Both Scott and 
piano accompanist, 
Stephanie Bailey are a 
credit to the music 
team and accom¬ 
plished contributors to 
performances. 


RNLI man in a 
lifeboat exchange 


RNLI helmsman 
Ross Purchase has 
returned home, 
after a week taking 
part in a lifeboat 
crew exchange pro¬ 
gramme in the 
Netherlands. 

Ross joined rescue 
volunteers from across 
nine European nations, 
sharing experiences and 
knowledge - in a bid to 
improve maritime 
Search and Rescue 
(SAR) responses and 
help to prevent loss of 
life in Europe’s waters. 

Ross, who was select¬ 
ed by the RNLI to take 
part in the programme 
spent an intensive seven 
days with counterparts 
from other rescue organ¬ 
isations on the 
exchange. 

The programme pro¬ 
vides a platform to share 
experiences, knowledge 
and best practice in mar¬ 
itime SAR matters. 

The exchange fea¬ 
tures simulated search 


and rescue exercises as 
well as training modules 
from the host organisa¬ 
tion in areas such as 
first aid, navigation, off 
road driving, crisis man¬ 
agement and leadership. 

Ross said: “We trav¬ 
elled from north to 
south on the coast, visit¬ 
ing stations including 
Den Helder, Stellendam, 
Rotterdam and 
Noordwijk. 

“The exchange was a 
once in a lifetime expe¬ 
rience. We were hosted 
very well and the sce¬ 
nario exercises were 
good. I learnt that com¬ 
munication was the key 
to the exercise when 
working with different 
nationalities.” 

The project is man¬ 
aged by IMRF members 
the KNRM of the 
Netherlands. The pro¬ 
gramme is in its second 
year with funding 
secured through the Life 
Long Learning 
Programme of the 
European Union for this 
year and 2014. 


CASH FOR CLOTHES 

Make some room for those new clothes this Xmas 
by weighing in your old ones for CASH! 


SOP 


, 'I 


BRYNMENYN DEPOT 

Unit 2, St. Theodore’s Way, 
Brynmenyn Industrial Estate 
CF32 9TZ 
OGMORE DEPOT 
Unit 4, Penllwyngwent Ind, 
Est, Ogmore Valley 
CF32 7AX 


Open 9am to 5pm weekdays 
and 9am to 1pm Saturdays 


The children 
returned with tradi¬ 
tional carol, ‘Away in 
a manger’ sung sweet¬ 
ly with Welsh and 
English verses before 
moving on to ‘We’ve 
come to see the baby’ 
with a catchy, foot tap¬ 
ping tune and the 
writer’s favourite 
‘Hallelujah, sing. 
Hallelujah’. 

The male choristers 
moved to the planned 
final sequence, with 
the popular Jean 
Valjean prayer, ‘Bring 
Him Home’; the 
Russian folk-song, 
‘Casatchok’, which 
had been adapted for 
Christmas, with verses 
from ‘Once in Royal 
David’s City,’ ‘Hark 
the Herald Angels’ and 
‘Deck the Halls’ . 

The ended with the 
Geraint Roberts 
arranged ‘Amen’, to 
former President of 
South Africa, Nelson 
Mandela. 

Choir compere and 
vice chaird the choir 
was moved to add to 
the programme, ‘The 
African Prayer’ in 
honour of Mandela. 

DAVID 

BURT 


BAVO recognised 
for excellent work 
with volunteers 



THE work of the 
Bridgend 
Association of 
Voluntary 
Organisation 
(BAVO) has won the 
Investing in 

Volunteers quality 
standard. 

Managed in Wales by 
Wales Council for 
Voluntary Action, 

Investing in Volunteers is 
the UK quality standard 


for organisations involv¬ 
ing volunteers. It aims to 
improve the quality of 
volunteering experience 
for volunteers and to 
encourage organisations 
to better recognise the 
enormous contribution 
made by volunteers. 

BAVO’s Chief 

Executive Heidi Bennett 
said: “BAVO takes its 
role in encouraging best 
practice volunteering 
very seriously. Making 


sure volunteers are val¬ 
ued and respected for the 
work they do is vitally 
important and I am 
delighted that our stan¬ 
dards of quality in sup¬ 
porting and developing 
volunteers has been 
acknowledged.” 

Further information 
on the Investing in 
Volunteers quality stan¬ 
dard can be found at 
WWW. investinginvolun- 
teers.org.uk. 


A n(ice) 

festive 
touch at 
market! 


AN outdoor ice rink is bringing a festive 
touch to Maesteg Market Square. 

The rink will be open daily until December 14 
between 1pm and 7pm, and there will also be live 
entertainment. 

After undergoing a £2.5 million revamp, 
Maesteg’s new market features 13 modern units 
built around a new market square, while links with 
the nearby bus station have also been improved. 


Spooky night in the inn 
raises £950 for charity! 


LLANMOOR Homes staff took part in a 
sponsored sleepover at a haunted inn. The 
Prince of Wales in Kenfig, Bridgend 
recently, raising over £950 for Leukaemia 
Research. 

A total of 27 people spent one chilling night in the 
inn, including a number of staff, Llanmoor Homes 
purchasers and friends of the family-mn house¬ 
builder. 

All the money raised will be donated to 
Leukaemia and Lymphoma Research, dedicated to 
improving the lives of patients with all types of 
blood cancer, including leukaemia, lymphoma and 
myeloma. 

The night’s entertainment included a buffet cour¬ 
tesy of the Prince of Wales staff, a ghost themed 
quiz, and a raffle. Those brave enough to last the 
night were also treated to a guest speaker who came 
to scare them with stories of the inn’s unusual past. 

The Prince of Wales, which was originally a town 
hall and dates from around the 15th Century, has a 
long history of hauntings and spooky activities. 

Supposedly one of Wales’ most haunted pubs, 
the inn’s rich history was immortalised earlier this 


year in six short films as part of the Pub is the Hub 
scheme. The Talbot Green housebuilders sponsored 
the event, donating £250 to the evening. 
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MIDNIGHT RUNNERS 

KARAOKE/DISCO 

70’s Music - Dance Anthems 

Get the Party started. . . 
Parties, Family Celebrations 
Call Blue Eyes on 

07949 968835 




Timberaway 

Garden and Tree Services 

(NPTC) 

Qualified Tree Surgeon 
Eully Insured 
All types of garden and 
tree work undertaken. 
Competitive prices 
which include 
Waste removal 
Martin Robson awaits your call! 

® 01446 402848 
i 07739 389578 
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LOCAL MAN’S GHOST STORY GETS 
SCREENED IN PORTHCAWL PUB 


Photographs by Keith E Morgan 
who also interviewed film producer 

Anthony Hontoir about the making of 
the film, ‘Ghosts of Glamorgan^ 

THE film Ghosts of Glamorgan had its 
first local screening at The Swan Inn, 
Nottage, Porthcawl, on Tuesday, 
December 3 - and it proved to be a mem¬ 
orable evening. 

“I hope there will be a chance to show the film in 
other local venues in the coming months,” 
explained Anthony Hontoir, the film’s producer. 

“It’s quite usual for pubs to have live music 
evenings, but this is something a bit different, and 
I’d like to think it will attract more people when 
word gets around. 

“We arranged the first showing at The Swan Inn 
because the proprietors, Mark and Julie, were kind 
enough to let me film one of the sequences there, 
and they were interested to see how the idea of a 
screening would go down. 

“They generously laid on a spread of sandwiches, 
too, and I think it’s fair to say that everyone who 
came had a thoroughly enjoyable evening. The film 
was released on DVD earlier in the year, but this 
was the first occasion that it was presented to the 
public.” 

Among those attending last Tuesday’s screening 
was Jay Aston from the band ‘Gene Loves Jezebel’, 
who was on a short visit to south Wales from Los 
Angeles to work on his new EP. 

Ghosts of Glamorgan took Anthony over seven 
years to make because he did much of the work 
himself, researching the 12 true stories featured in 


Hearing 

Tests 

«f ft «f • 

Scott Wroe Hearing 
Centre provide«^^^ 


• The highest levels of service and aftercare 

• Independent Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

•TheWorld’s finest hearing aids including 
Widex, Phonak and Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all makes and 
models 

• Home visits available 

For more information, or to 



arrange an appointment, please call 

02920 707760 


Or call into: 

Scott Wroe 
Hearing Centre 

I Station Approach, 
Penarth, CF64 BEE 

www.scottwroe-hearingcentre.co.uk 



Anthony Hontoir with local actor, Sarah 
George, at the screening of Ghosts of 
Glamorgan at The Swan Inn, Nottage. 


the narrative, and although his company, 
Downwood Film Productions, has mainly produced 
local history documentaries on the towns of 
Porthcawl, Bridgend, Maesteg and Port Talbot, he 
saw this film as being somewhat different. 

“To begin with, I assumed that it would be anoth¬ 
er documentary,” he said,“but soon it became appar¬ 
ent that it would need actors to play the parts of the 
various ghosts, as well as the people who saw the 
spectral figures. Through my involvement years ago 
with Porthcawl Little Theatre, I knew a lot of local 
actors, and everyone I asked was delighted to be 
involved. 

“As word about the film spread, I managed to get 
the enthusiastic support of a number of musicians 
who play in rock bands, and one of my keenest sup¬ 
porters was Stag Marks of the band ‘Secret Army’ 
who threw himself wholeheartedly into the produc¬ 
tion and not only played a cameo role in it, Wt also 
gave a great deal of help behind the scenes.” 

Two characters who narrate the film during the 
course of a car journey through Glamorgan at night 
are played by Bristol’s Oliver Lurches and Emma 
Roberts from Coed Ely, while Londoner Sarah 
Gunn played the part of Mamie Stuart in the film’s 
dramatic final tale, set in Gower. 

“The Swan Inn stood in for a pub in Mountain 
Ash, and filming took place there over two morn¬ 
ings,” says Anthony. “Its interior was filled with 
camera and lighting equipment for several hours 
before opening time, and Porthcawl’s Sarah George 
took on the role of the landlady who witnesses the 
ghost of a rather intimidating man from the past, 
played by Steve Flett. 

“Pub customers were played by Sarah Gunn, 
Laurence Parry, Stag Marks and David Murphy. To 
show you how committed everyone was, we all 
turned up at half-past seven in the morning to give 
us enough time to get through the scene before the 
pub opened its doors to the public.” 

Other scenes were filmed in a studio at Anthony’s 
garage, where bedroom sets were constructed, as 
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& ST MAKY HILL 
Your local correspondent is 
Nancy Davidge, “Tynewydd”, 
Llangan. (01656) 860303 


Festive delights 
WHAT a fantastic Christmas celebration 
took place in Saron Chapel, Treoes, on 
Sunday, December 8, featuring five-year- 
olds to young teenagers - and a variety 
of poems, songs and music! 

Children who entertained their mums, dads and 
grandparents included: Tom, Rebecca, Sacha, 
Macson, Griff, Charlotte, Lauren, Siwan, Bonnie, 
Hattie, Kate, Emir, Bethan,Taran and Dylan. 

Following the carol service, the children and 
their parents proceeded to the community hall for a 
festive tea and entertainment provided by the hall 
committee. 

Local entertainer Lorraine West, had a busy time 
transforming ordinary balloons into unusual shapes! 

Riding success 

TARAN Clarke on ‘Coppice Dolly May’, won 
the Wales and Border Counties horse show asso¬ 
ciation’s points champion title for best ridden 
Shetland in 2013. 

Carols 

THE annual Christmas carol service at St Mary 
Hill Church will take place this Sunday, 
December 15, at 11.15am. Sherry and mince 
pies will be served following the service. 
Everyone will be made welcome. 

Reminder 

ST GANNA’S Church, Llangan, will celebrate 
with lessons and carols, followed by mince pies on 
December 22 at Ham. 

A service will be held on Christmas Day at 
10am. Everyone welcome! 


well as the interior of a railway compartment, and a 
great deal of cinematic ingenuity had to be used. 

“My little company operates like a cottage indus¬ 
try and I still shoot film in the traditional way, so my 
approach to film-making is different and the result¬ 
ing look of the production is something more akin to 
what you might have seen in the past. 

“All I am trying to do is to emulate, in my own 
small way, the look that was achieved by some of 
the industry’s finest exponents of the film-making 
craft when high quality and visual style were very 
much the order of the day. 

“The reason it took so long to make is that I gave 
great attention to detail and found that it was impos¬ 
sible to rush the process. Mind you, seven years is 
a very long period, and I would much prefer to make 
a film in a fraction of that time.” 

Anthony’s family is also very much involved in 
the film-making process, with his wife Averina 
making costumes while his two sons also play their 
part: Michael looking after the company’s website 
and Christopher composing the original music, and 
daughter Adele helped by doing continuity. 

Ghosts of Glamorgan is released on DVD, and its 
showing in venues such as The Swan Inn, raises an 
important question that Anthony is anxious to be 
able to answer: can the concept of a locally-pro¬ 
duced film succeed in the digital era when the 
expectations of the general public are changing? 

He said: “Films have to be commercial if they are 
to succeed, and achieving that commercial success 
will probably get more difficult in the years ahead 
as the popularity of the DVD declines, so all my 
films will have to become available as downloads, 
although that could exclude a lot of people who are 
not computer-orientated from seeing them. 

“The concept of producing a film, shot in this 
area, and screening it locally, is an appealing one 
and I hope it is an idea that will take off. Equally 
important is how a film is funded, and I suspect that 
the way ahead is to attract sponsorship from local 
businesses. My website www.downwoodfilms.com 
gives more information on my own attitude and 
beliefs on the subject of film-making.” 

If anyone is interested in finding out more about 
Ghosts of Glamorgan, contact Anthony through his 
website or by telephone: 01656 771775. DVD 
copies of his films are available at £9.95 each. 



Anthony Hontoir with the vintage film 
camera used in the making of the film. 



LEFT: 

The vintage 
film camera 
which 
Anthony 
Hontoir 
prefers to 
use instead 
of the 
modern 
digital film 
camera 
(shown 
alongside). 


* Brabantia • Stellar • Horwood • Judge Vista • Meyer • Circulon • Anolon < 


Two floors with a comprehensive 
display of appliances and accessories. 
Factory refurbished and brand new 
appliances in stock. 

Built-in ovens, hobs, dishwashers, washing 
machines, fridge freezers, range cookers- 
gas, eiectric, LPG and duai fuei in stainiess 
steei and farmhouse styies! 

Quality Products at Competitive Prices! 


•"^IPPIUUIK S 

cwiniiiiiiE cehthe 

PREMIUM QUALITY 
BRANDS AT THE LOWEST 
POSSIBLE PRICES 


NEW 

WASHING 

MACHINES 

From 

£179.99 

ONLY WITH 
THIS ADVERT 


Refurbished 
from £99.99 


ALL COOKWARE 
REDUCED 


3a TYNEWYDD road, 
KING SQUARE, BARRY 

(opposite new library) 

Also large warehouse & snowroom 
at 252 HOLTON RD, BARRY 

(Bassett End) 

Prices constantly checked to make sure 
WE ARE THE CHEAPEST 
All In Stock! - Ready to Go! 
Same/Next Day Delivery Service! 

Full Repair Service and up to 5 years manufacturers warranty 

(Telephone: 01446 730884 

WWW.1 stchoicetrade.co.uk 


Experienced 
sales staff on 
hand to advise 
you with your 
purchases. 


OPEN: 

Monday - Saturday \ 
9am-5.30pm 


Appliance used for 
illustration purposes oniy. 


* TEG Design • James Martin • Jamie Oliver • Franke • Astracast • LG • 
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Carting Carlsberg 
24 cans 24 cans 

500ml i®inl 

^£17.99 



Fosters 
24 cans 

£18.99 


Stella Y 
24 cans f 

'iltOn'il I 


£ 21.99 

MiaAnois 


Budweiser Strongbow 
24 cans 24 cans 

£22.99 £16.49 


SOURZ 

^ RRPC11.M 
7 ind: / 




Welsh Eggs 
Porthcawl Fresh 
Class 1 

30 Eggs I 
£3.00 




'John Wost Rod 

Princes Nam^ 

Wild SoltiMn 

ONL^ 

341K* 

£1.99 

£2.99 





A Very .Merry Christmas and a Happy .New Year to all our customers 
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YOUR CHANCE TO SHARE LOCAL NEWS 


NORTH BRIDGEND NEWS 

A message for all readers in the north of Bridgend who would 
like to have items included in the community news columns of a 
T he GEM: 

If you wish to submit reports on any social activity in this 
region, please contact me. 

I am very approachable and will endeavour to include 
every newsworthy subject. 

Contact details: CLIVE MITCHELL 
1 Tyn-Y-Coed Close, Sarn, Bridgend CF32 9NQ 
TEL: 01656 725399 
email: tynycoedl@yahoo.co.uk 



Action group 
RESIDENTS of 
Llangeinor have set 
up an action com¬ 
mittee to fight the 
proposed closure of 
Tynyrheol Primary 
School which is 
holding regular 
meetings and 
recording objec¬ 
tions. 

It is also organising a 
fighting fund, which has 
amassed a considerable 
sum of money. Officials 
of the department of 
education at Bridgend 
CBC have attended a 
series of meetings with 
school governors, mem¬ 
bers of the public and 
the school council (elect¬ 
ed pupils at the school). 

The officials have 
been unable to provide 
information on how the 
education of children 
will be improved by 
moving them to a school 
in another area. 

One of the reasons 
given is that there is a 
backlog of repairs 
required to the school 
building. 

The amazing thing is 
that the headteacher and 
governing body had not 
been informed of the 
existence of this. 

Objectors ask if this 
backlog is so important 
that the safety of the 
children is jeopardised, 
which residents would 
be willing to carry out in 
a professional manner. 

The standard of edu¬ 
cation at Tynyrheol 
School is of very high 
quality, as confirmed by 
Estyn reports, the chil¬ 
dren have a good atten¬ 
dance record, and resi¬ 
dents in Llangeinor con¬ 
sider it to be the hub of 


the community. This is 
unlikely to continue if 
these young children are 
forced to travelling by 
non-existent public 
transport. 

Bridgend 

Foodbank 

EVENTS are being 
organised to provide 
much needed funds to 
support this worthy 
charity. 

On Christmas Eve, 
Pencoed Silver Band 
will be providing the 
music at the carol serv¬ 
ice at 6.30pm, on 
December 24 in 
Tabernacle chapel, 
Pontycymer. All money 
raised is to be donated to 
the charity. 

On January 17 in 
Aberkenfig Bible 
Church, at 7.15pm, there 
will be music provided 
by two mixed voice 
choirs - Brackla com¬ 
munity chorus and 
Noteworthy from 
Maesteg. 

The compere will be 
Ryan Wood from 
Maesteg. The soloist, 
Rhian Hughes, recently 
starred in the hit produc¬ 
tion by Maesteg 
Amateur Operatic 
Society of Jekyll and 
Hyde. 

Carol singing 

COR Meibion Cwm 
Garw (Garw Valley 
male choir) will be 
leading the carol 
singing in St Cien’s 
church, Langeinor on 
Sunday December 15 
at 6pm. 

There will be refresh¬ 
ments of mulled wine 
and mince pies provided 
in the Llangeinor Arms 
after the service. 

On Monday, 
December 16, the choir 
is leading the carol 
singing in St David’s 


church, Pontycymer and 
on December 18 at 7pm 
it will be performing in 
the community concert 
at the Richard Price 
centre, Llangeinor. 
Everyone is welcome to 
all these events. 

Carers meet 

BRIDGEND Carers’ 
Centre is based at 87 
Park Street, Bridgend, 
CE31 4AZ (01656 
658479). 

On December 16 
between 10.30am and 
12.30pm, there will be a 
pre-Christmas coffee 
morning, and it is hoped 
everyone will go along. 

On December 17 
young carers will be able 
to meet others in the 
same situation between 
5.30pm-7.30pm. 

On December 18, the 
Community Cafe will be 
open between 12.30pm 
and 3.30pm. A represen¬ 
tative from the charity 
REVIVE will be in 
attendance to offer 
advice to carers looking 
after someone with mul¬ 
tiple sclerosis. 

On December 19 the 
outreach group will be in 
Maesteg town council 
offices from 10am to 
12pm to offer advice to 
carers. 

Top speakers 

BRYNTEG 
Comprehensive School 
recently won the 
Bridgend heat of the 
ESU (English Speaking 
Union) public speaking 
competition. 

The competition is 
open to teams of three 
students in key stage 4 
(years 10 and 11) and 
each team member takes 
on a specific role, either 
as chairperson, speaker 
or questioner. 

The Bridgend heat 
recently took place at 


TSW Training Ltd, 
Bridgend, sponsored by 
the Eairwood Trust and 
there were two teams 
from Bryntirion, two 
from Ysgol Gyfun 
Gymraeg Llangynwyd 
and one from Brynteg. 

Brynteg’s speaker was 
Lloyd Erancis whose 
topic was ‘The Death 
Penalty is the only 
appropriate punishment 
for the very worst 
crimes,’ and spoke elo¬ 
quently on the subject. 

Thomas Rowlands, 
Brynteg chairperson, 
introduced a Bryntirion 
speaker whose speech 
was titled ‘Positive dis¬ 
crimination harms 
minority groups.’ 

Brynteg’s questioner, 
Elizabeth Granville, put 
her questions to the 
Bryntirion speaker. 

The Welsh finals are 
taking place in 
Crickhowell House, 
Cardiff Bay on March 4 
where Lloyd will speak 
on a different topic and 
Thomas and Elizabeth 
will be introducing and 
questioning a new team. 

Head of English at 
Brynteg School, Mrs 
Sarah Holden praised the 
three year-11 pupils, 
who were a consistent 
team and deserved to 
win the event. 

Congratulations to 
trainee teacher, Mr 


David White, who 
helped to prepare the 
team. 

School 

concerts 

ZION chapel, Maesteg, 
holds a carol concert 
on Saturday, December 
14, with Maesteg chil¬ 
dren’s choir, Curtain 
Up and the recently- 
formed Take Note. 

Brackla Community 
Chorus is holding its 
Christmas concert at the 
centre tomorrow 
(December 13) at 
7.15pm, with musicians 
from Tremains Primary 
School. 

Tickets are £4 from 
choir members or at the 
door. 

St David’s Church, 
Wyndham, holds a 
Christmas carol service 
on December 15 at 5pm; 
everyone welcome. 

Harmony the ladies 
choir will be leading the 
carol singing at Salem 
chapel, Nantyffylon on 
December 18. 

Betws Primary 
School’s Christmas 
Eayre is on December 18 
at 3.15pm. 

Blaengarw Primary 
School pupils are per¬ 
forming its Christmas 
concert today (December 
12) at 1.30pm in 
Tabernacle chapel, 
Pontycymer. 


The Square, 

Aberkenfig is the venue 
for a community carol 
service on December 18 
at 7.30pm. 

Bridgend male choir 
leads the carol singing at 
the Christmas 
Remembrance service at 
Coychurch Crematorium 
this evening at 7pm. The 
event is open to the pub¬ 
lic. 

On December 17, 
choristers have an 
evening of informal 
singing in the High 
Corner Inn, Llantrisant; 
everyone welcome. The 
choir rehearses in St 
Mary’s RC church hall, 
Ewenny Road, Bridgend 
on Thursday evenings at 
7.30pm. New members 
welcome. 

Feast of music 

ON December 2, one 
member of Aberkenfig 
Women’s Institute 
along with members of 
Pen-y-Eai WI travelled 
to Cardiff for shopping 
and a concert. 

Eor the other ladies on 
the coach it was a differ¬ 
ent trip altogether, they 
were joining other mem¬ 
bers from all over 
Glamorgan to perform a 
in a massed choir. 

This was the final 
event of a year of cele¬ 
bration for the 90th 
anniversary of the 


Glamorgan Eederation of 
Women’s Institutes. 

On arrival at St 
David’s Hall, there was 
a rehearsal with organist 
Huw and conductor Alun 
Tregelles Williams. 

Then guest artists Only 
Men Aloud arrived for 
their rehearsal with the 
ladies. 

The audience were 
encouraged to sing along 
to all the old favourites. 

Only Men Aloud had 
three spots to themselves 
and two with the choir 
when they sang ‘There is 
no Rose’ in the first half 
and ‘O Holy Night’ in 
the second half which 
resulted in a standing 
ovation. 

Glamorgan Eederation 
president Carolyn 
Davies called it a feast 
of music, and she was 
right! 

Eor the last few 
months there has been 
worry that Aberkenfig 
WI would disband at the 
end of this year. This 
problem has now been 
solved and Aberkenfig 
WI will now meet as 
usual on the second 
Wednesday of each 
month. 

The first meeting of 
the New Year is at 2pm 
on January 8. There will 
be a raffle and the com¬ 
petition will be for a 
small item beginning 
with the letter ‘M’. 

Eor more information, 
call secretary Dilys 
Mitchell on 01656 
725399. 

Pupils’ 
awards 
TYNYRHEOL 
Primary School head¬ 
teacher Martin 
Griffiths informs rela¬ 
tives, governors and 
friends of the school 
that they are invited to 


class I’s Nativity play 
tomorrow morning at 
9.30am. 

The friends of the 
school donate a book 
each term to the pupil in 
each class the class 
teacher believes has 
improved the most 
through the term. 
Congratulations to Max 
Loosmore (Class 1), 
Logan McCormack 
(Class 2) and Tyler 
Williams (Class 3) well 
done to them all. 

Coytrahen 

Community Centre’s 
Christmas concert with 
Maesteg children’s choir 
on December 18 at 7pm. 

St Bride’s Minor 
Community Council is 
holding its annual carol 
service at the Sarn Life 
Centre on December 13 
at 7pm. 

Sarn Social 
Club 

PARENTS of young 
children in the area 
will be interested to 
know that Bridgend 
Castle Players will be 
putting on George A 
Smith’s original pan¬ 
tomime of Jack and the 
Beanstalk at 4.30pm on 
December 15. 

School fayre 

TONDU Primary 
School’s Christmas 
raised £328 towards 
school funds and the 
raffle on the PTEA 
coach trip to Bath 
raised £61. 

The school’s 
Christmas concerts will 
take place as follows: 
Reception, year-1 and 
year 2 will be on 
December 16-17 at 
2pm/10am; Key stage 2 
pupils, will be on 
December 17-18 at 
6pm/2pm both in the 
Meadow Street Hall. 


Brynteg students are top young consumers - againl 


Q: HOW long does 
somebody have to 
cancel a contract 
for goods they have 
purchased online? 
A: Seven days. 

This was just one 
of many questions 
young consumers 
from Brynteg 
Comprehensive suc¬ 
cessfully answered to 
claim the title of 
Bridgend County 
Borough’s ‘Young 
Consumers of the 
Year 2013/14’. 

Organised by 
BCBC’s Trading 
Standards team, the 
annual competition 
pits local comprehen¬ 
sive schools against 
each other in a con¬ 
test of the consumers. 

Brynteg came out 
on top for the second 
year running in a 
closely-fought compe¬ 
tition against 
Porthcawl, Maesteg, 
St Clare’s, 
Archbishop 
McGrath, and 
Cynffig. 

The schools 
answered questions 
on a range of issues 
in the University 
Challenge-style quiz, 


including consumer 
and legal affairs, 
credit and finance, 
social responsibility, 
healthy living and the 
environment. 

A late charge in the 
final round saw the 
Brynteg boys’ score 
of 71 win the compe¬ 
tition by a narrow 
margin of three 
points, with just eight 
points separating the 
top four teams. 

The winning team 
members took home 
trophies and certifi¬ 
cates, and returned to 
their school with the 
Young Consumers of 
the Year shield, as 
well as a Sony tablet 
computer donated by 
Sony UK Technology 
Centre in Pencoed. 

Brynteg’s young 
consumers will now 
move on to represent 
the county borough 
at the Cardiff City 
Stadium in the Welsh 
final in March next 
year, where they will 
vie for a place in the 
competition’s grand 
final in Harrogate in 
July. 



ABOVE: Brynteg pupils Alex Fox, Calum Griffiths, Lewis 
Brennan and Harry Davies celebrate winning Bridgend 
County Borough’s Young Consumers of the Year 2013. 


TV set stolen at Brackla 


POLICE in Bridgend are 
appealing for information fol¬ 
lowing a burglary at a ground 
floor apartment on Glendower 
Close in the Brackla area of 
the town between 7pm and 
11pm on Saturday, December 
7, when a 50 inch Panasonic 
LCD television set was stolen, 
along with a Sony DVD play¬ 
er, DVDs and clothing. 

Detective Constable Rebecca 


Merchant from Barry CID said: 
“The stolen television was very 
large and will have needed more 
then one person to carry it from the 
property. We want to hear from 
anyone who may have seen the tele¬ 
vision being carried along the 
street, or who may have any infor¬ 
mation regarding this theft.” 

Contact Bridgend CID on 101, 
free and anonymously via 
Crimestoppers on 0800 555111 
(quote reference 62130384661). 



ABOVE: Brynteg Comprehensive deputy head Rob Hopkins, 
and Helen Picton, service manager for Trading Standards, 
congratulate Brynteg’s winning team. 


Charity carol service 


THE Bridgend County Civic 
Charity Appeals Committee 
and the Mayor of the County 
Borough of Bridgend has 
organised a community charity 
carol service at St Mary’s 
Church, Nolton, Bridgend, on 
Wednesday, December 18 at 
6.30pm for 7pm. 

The service is conducted by the 
Rector of St Mary’s Church, Father 
Michael Komor and the Mayor’s 
Chaplain, Rev Leonard Grabham. 

There will be music from organist 
John Davies with soloists-Delyth 
Owen, Rhiannon Owen, Jacob Lloyd 
Lewis and Llangewydd Junior School 
Choir. 

A collection will be taken for the 
local charities, Bridgend Stroke 


Association, Heronsbridge School and 
GOFAL. For further information, con¬ 
tact M Major, MBE on 01656 664105 
or Coun M Thomas on 01656 871439. 

Christmas by 
candlelight 

EWENNY Arts Eestival Committee 
presents Christmas by Candlelight 
with the Vale of Glamorgan 
Ensemble, leader Donald 
McNaught, including music by 
Bach, Corelli and Pachelbel, with 
soloist Catriona Mackinnon, the 
principal oboist with the Welsh 
National Opera. 

The concert is arranged by Pete Fry. 
Ticket are available from Ewenny 
Pottery on 01656 653020 or Helen 
Morgan 01656 667047, or Mari Major, 
MBE. 01656 664105. Funds raised go 
to church restoration work. 
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Rotary club helps table tennis boy 



ABOVE: 

Bridgend Rotary Club, pictured collecting 
for Cellan at Sainsbury’s Bridgend. 


Paul Gentile is bursting 
with festive gifts... 


FOR that special gift this 
Christmas, you can do no better 
than to make a visit to Paul 
Gentile where you will find our 
helpful and friendly staff ready 
to assist you to make that very 
spcial purchase. 

This Christmas, Thomas Sabo, 
Clogau, Swarovski and the ever popu¬ 
lar Trollbeads together with Gentiles’ 
latest watch brand Bering, have been 
top sellers. 

Christmas is also the time to surprise 
your partner with a beautiful engage¬ 
ment ring; come in to see our exten¬ 
sive range of stunning rings in both 
white and yellow gold with prices from 
£140. 


ADVERTISEMENT 


To show our appreciation for your 
custom and loyalty, we are giving a 
£10 voucher for every £100 spent in¬ 
store or online and don’t foget every 
purchase is gift-wrapped with love 
free of charge. 

Rmember, we will price match 
where possible, change batteries while 
you wait, and have a first class jew¬ 
ellery and watch repair service; also 
suit hire is now being taken for 2014 
weddings. 

May we take this opportunity to 
wish all our customers a happy 
Christmas and to thank you for all 
your support over the years, and for 
supporting your local town centre. 


THE Rotary Club 
of Bridgend recent¬ 
ly supported Cellan 
Hall, a potential 
wheelchair para¬ 
lympian to raise 
funds for a sports 
wheelchair to help 
him reach his 
dream. Cellan who 
is 15 plays wheel¬ 
chair table tennis 
in the British devel¬ 
opment squad. 

He is also a member 
of the Welsh squad and 
made his first interna¬ 
tional appearance 
recently in Belgium. 

The Rotary Club of 
Bridgend decided to 
work with Wheel Power 
and Cellan’s coach, Neil 
Robinson who is a mul¬ 
tiple Paralympic table 
tennis medallist himself, 
and the coach for the 
British squad, to provide 
Cellan with a sports 
wheelchair to compete 
at the highest levels. 

Cellan said: “Having 
the right chair is essen¬ 


tial. It’s the same as an 
athlete needing the right 
footwear.” 

Wheel power esti¬ 
mate the cost at £3,000 
for Cellan's sports 
wheel chair. So far, the 
Bridgend Rotary Club 
has raised around £800. 

Cellan competed in 
the Sportsable Grand- 
Prix Table Tennis 
Championships over the 
weekend of November 
24-25. On the Saturday, 
he entered the men’s 
singles class four and 
five individual tourna¬ 
ment and came fourth. 
He also won gold in the 
junior event. 

The following day, 
Cellan won a bronze 
medal in the men’s band 
B open. 

Cellan and his family 
would like to thank the 
Rotary Club of 
Bridgend, Sainsbury’s, 
where a collection took 
place, and their cus¬ 
tomers, for their sup¬ 
port in helping him 
reach his dream. 


CHOIR TAKES TO STAGE 


SCHOOLCHILDREN in the 
Bridgend Youth Choir are lim¬ 
bering up their legatos and 
fine-tuning their falsettos, as 
they prepare for a special 
Christmas performance along¬ 
side the BBC National Chorus 
of Wales. 

Secondary school singers from 
Archbishop McGrath, Brynteg, Coleg 
Cymunedol Y Dderwen and Porthcawl 
have been invited to take part in the 
BBC’s ‘Christmas Celebrations’ con¬ 
cert at St David’s Hall in Cardiff at 
7pm on December 17. 

Featuring festive orchestral 
favourites, including ‘Sleigh Ride’ by 
Leroy Anderson and ballet music by 
Tchaikovsky, the performance will be 
conducted by popular Welsh conduc¬ 
tor Grant Llewellyn. He is no stranger 
to the young singers, having previous¬ 
ly conducted them in a showcase of 
music composed by Karl Jenkins at St 


David’s Hall. Coun Huw David, 
BCBC’s cabinet member for children 
and young people, said: “Bridgend 
County Borough is home to a host of 
fantastic arts groups filled with excep¬ 
tionally talented young people, and 
Bridgend Youth Choir is no exception. 

“Many of the young people in the 
choir will have ambitions of singing 
with groups like the BBC National 
Chorus of Wales when they are older, 
so performing alongside them at this 
concert will be a magnificent experi¬ 
ence for them. 

“With Christmas fast approaching, 
this concert offers a great way of 
embracing the festive spirit with the 
county borough’s most talented young 
singers.” 

If your child is interested in join¬ 
ing Bridgend Youth Choir, contact Jeff 
Ryan, music co-ordinator on (01656) 
642658, 07961 192408, or email jef- 
frey. ryan@bridgend.gov. uk. 


Scrooge in 
Cowbridge 


BIG SCREEN’S lat¬ 
est film for this sea¬ 
son is Scrooge (Cert 
U) today, Thursday, 
December 12 at 
7.30pm in the Town 
Hall. 

This is a musical 
version of the classic 


Charles Dickens story, 
starring Albert Finney 
in an unfamiliar 
singing role. 

Doors open at 
7.10pm; tickets £4 
(available in advance 
from the town clerk’s 
office, or on the door). 


STEAMED UP 
DOUBLE GLAZING? 


Don't thi» fr.imKt.. jii%< tb#* 


Broker* or Damaiged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges. Handles or Locks? 
Want ihe ljn#st energy savir>« 

5 year guarantee on new double glazing. 


2 


,we make sayin;? mtMiey perfectly clear 


Call Freephone 0800 61 21 118 


PG:i Paul Gentile Jewellers pQ 


BARRY 


lo 






w'is S’" 



trIsIllbeads 

THE ORIC NAL SINCE 197« 


King Square, BARRY 9 South Walk, A CHRISTAAAS GIFT FOR YOU! facebook.com/PGJewellers 
CF62 8HB CWMBRAN NP44 1PU For every £100 spent we will give H@PGJewellers 
01 446 746871 01 633 865556 you a £10 voucher to spend in store www.sales@paulgentileiewellers.co.uk 
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Christmas celebration for 
English Speaking Union 


THE south Wales branch of the English 
Speaking Union (ESU) held its Christmas 
supper and carol concert at Howell’s 
School, Llandaff, by invitation of the prin¬ 
cipal, Mrs Sally Davis. 

Howell’s Senior Choir and Flute Ensemble gave 
delightful performances and the college gentlemen 
(sixth form boys) brought the house down with a 



Report and picture by HEATHER MARCH | 

very original carol from the point of view of the 
‘poor old shepherds’. A record turn-out of members 
then enjoyed an excellent meal and the evening 
came to a close with member and raconteur Wyn 
Calvin amusing everyone with his ready wit. 

The next lunch will hear reports from some of 
those who have benefited from branch sponsorship 
in the last year, including a bursary to a 
Shakespearian student at the Royal Welsh College of 
Music and Drama, the support for English teaching 
to street children in Bolivia, and a project to provide 
language teaching for schools in Timbuktu. 

The branch also runs Welsh heats of the ESU 
National Public Speaking Competition for senior 
schools, in which 26 schools took part, with four 
going through to the finals. The winners for Wales 
were Treorchy Comprehensive School, who acquit¬ 
ted themselves well in the finals, with one member 
winning the overall best speaker. 

Members look forward to a full programme next 
year, including a talk by Lady Carnarvon on the 
‘real’ Downton Abbey. For details of membership 
contact Derek Morgan 01656 669129. 

LEFT: Mrs Diane Black, Dr Peter Jones and 
branch chairman, Derek Morgan. 


IN BRIEF 

Cogan PACT 

CORNERSWELL 
PACT public meeting 
will be held today 
(December 12) in 
Cogan at 6pm. 

Cylch fair 

CYLCH Bethesda is 
holding a Christmas 
fair tomorrow (Eriday, 
December 13) at Colcot 
Sports Centre, Barry 
from 4.30pm - 7.30pm. 
Crafts, refreshments, 
raffles, stalls. 

Ward surgery 

LABOUR Vale and 
town councillors for 
Buttrills and Court 
wards Barry, Bronwen 
Brooks, Pamela Drake, 
Jeff Evans and Stuart 
Egan, will be holding 
their monthly advice 
surgery this Saturday, 
December 14, from 
10am till 11.30am, in 
the meeting room of 
Barry Library, Kings 
Square. 

No appointment is nec¬ 
essary. 


Registered Clinical Dental Technicians 


Express Denture Clinic 

Denture Experts 

Implant Retained Dentures 
New Dentures - 5 day Service Available 
Free Initial Consultation and Advice 
Emergency Denture Repairs 
in 1 Hour 

New Flexible Dentures and 
Chrome Plates 
Home Visits Available 

Eat, Smile & Talk 

with confidence 

Telephone - Cardiff: 029 20623222 
Talbot Green: 01443 222509 

Andrews Denture Clinic, 89 Whitchurch Road, Cardiff, CF14 3JP 
Threeways Dental Laboratory, Talbot Square, Talbot Green, CF72 SAB 



The First Step to a Better Smile 


Elvis ADVENTure online 


AN Elvis ADVENTure compe¬ 
tition, available online at 
BCBC’s tourism website, 
www.bridgendbites.com, is 
aimed at visitors drawn by one 
of the county borough’s 
biggest attractions - the annu¬ 
al Elvis Festival in Porthcawl. 

Each day this month, visitors to the 
website can see fun photos of ‘Elvis’ 
enjoying the local beaches, country¬ 
side and attractions alongside clues to 
some of his most famous songs, a 
spokesperson explained. 

There will be a new clue every day 


and anyone who can successfully 
decipher the hidden song titles will be 
entered into a special prize draw, with 
one night’s stay plus afternoon tea for 
two at the luxurious Coed-y-Mwstwr 
Hotel in Bridgend and £100 worth of 
vouchers to spend at Bridgend 
Designer Outlet up for grabs. 

Coun Phil White, Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s cabinet member 
for communities, said: “Elvis has 
becomborough. 

“This fun competition aims to 
entice even more visitors to come and 
have a look at everything we have to 
offer for days out and weekend 
breaks.” 



ABOVE: Leslie Phillips with Mrs Betty Thomas, Mr Graham 
_ Nelson and the Masters of the Glamorgan Hunt. _ 

Actor Leslie 
(89) announces 
his happy 
engagement! 


ACTOR Leslie Phillips 
recently told Glamorgan 
Hunt supporters of his 
colourful acting career. 

He admitted that he still loves to 
work, but due to his age, finds it dif¬ 
ficult to get the insurance required to 
enable him to take parts he is 
offered. 

There is obviously still a spring in 
his step as to the delight of all those 
present he announced his engage¬ 
ment that evening to Zara, who had 
accompanied him. 


Mr Phillips is closely involved in 
Place for Homes, the furniture com¬ 
pany in Llandow, and Chairman of 
the Hunt Graham Nelson has been 
his business partner for many years. 

The supper was held at Peterston 
Village Hall on Friday, November 
29, when members of the entertain¬ 
ment committee served a four-course 
meal to all present. Unfortunately, 
the chairman of the committee, Jane 
Thomas, is laid up with a back 
injury. Everyone wishes her a very 
speedy recovery - we need her back 
at the helm! NG 



FITTING 

.IMItED OFFE 


II!( J-| 

DOCTOR U 


The, PoxpT Pochr 

01446 688018/01656 360027 


Is your kitchen looking unwell? 

ccULIUa Poor Pocjor 

A tamily business with vast experience in the 
replacement door artd worktop market. Everything 
you require from the doors, to worktops and new 
appliances and sinks. 


6<^- 


A/ter, 


Qtfort 


Afttr 


3’J 
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ClunAve 


Pontyclun ^ 


O Church 


School 


Cowbridge 

A48 


The co-operative food 


Your new Cowbridge 
Road, Pontyclun 

store is now open 

Christmas is a time for 
giving... in to temptation 


The co-operative food 

Here for you for life 


Llantrisant J ^ 

y ^ 


3-7 Cowbridge Road, Pontyclun CF72 9BS 
Open 6am to 11 pm, 7 days a week 
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Out and About with The Gl 



PAYNE’S NEBRASKA IS 
WELL WORTH VISITING 


A lexander 

Payne made 
his name 
with the caustic 
comedy of Election^ 
About Schmidt and 
Sideways', but in 
recent times a 
touch of humanity 
and warmth has 
come to the fore, as 
evidenced by last 
year’s The 
Descendants, 

Payne’s latest film, 
Nebraska, aims for a 
similar balance, telling 
the story of Woody 
(Bruce Bern), who 
believes he has won a 
million dollars in an 
elaborate ruse. 

While his family can 
see that it isn’t what 
Woody thinks it is, his 
son David (Will Forte) 
offers to take Woody to 


‘collect his winnings’, 
going via Woody’s 
hometown, where old 
friends and family learn 
of his ‘winnings’, and 
old arguments and feuds 
soon bubble to the sur¬ 
face... 

While the subject 
matter of Nebraska 
seems as though it came 
from the pen of 
Alexander Payne, the 
writer/director is only 
on the latter duty here, 
directing a script from 
Bob Nelson. 

It is the perfect 
choice of director to 
helm this project, as 
Nelson’s script, full of 
humour and pathos 
while touching on 
grander themes, is shot 
through with a gorgeous 
monochrome visual sen¬ 
sibility by Payne, the 
pair creating a warmly 
witty, and incredibly 
touching portrait on the 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 


Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreen Talk 


surface of familial rela¬ 
tionships being rekin¬ 
dled and unearthed, 
while deeper down how 
the American dream can 
go sour and the impact 
on those that the dream 
has left behind. 

Nelson shows an 
innate ability to zero in 
on the nuances of char¬ 
acters from middle 
America, capturing the 
dialogue and behaviour 
of people whose kind¬ 
ness can be tempered by 
greed or entitlement 
when money comes into 
the mix. 

The dialogue sparkles 
with a low-key wit, the 
humour subtle yet 
incredibly funny, while 
the story goes beyond 


the traditional road 
movie cliches as the 
relationship between 
David and Woody gets 
back on track. 

While this essentially 
forms the drive of the 
story. Nelson doesn’t 
hesitate sliding in refer¬ 
ences to the downfall of 
the economy and the 
impact it has upon soci¬ 
ety, the quest for 
Woody’s million dollars 
acting as a metaphor for 
the onus placed on 
materialistic gain as 
much as it is the key 
story element. 

Woody’s aim of buy¬ 
ing a new truck and a 
new compressor, seem¬ 
ingly for the sake of it, 
only reaffirms that this 
film is pushing several 
buttons at once. 

Payne’s direction has 
developed over the 
years, and he showed 
with The Descendants, 
and its Hawaii-setting, 
that he can make a film 
look gorgeous and add 
style to the substance, 
and the same applies 
here. 

This film is a far 
sparser affair, shot in 
black and white and 
capturing the parts of 
middle America that are 
rarely shown in films, 
the dive bars and beat- 
up stores making the 


setting of the story as 
important a character as 
the likes of Woody and 
David. 

It is a simplistic beau¬ 
ty the film offers, but a 
beauty well-judged by 
Payne, his direction 
complementing Nelson’s 
script beautifully. 

The performances are 
incredibly played, par¬ 
ticularly Bruce Dem and 
Will Forte, who anchor 
the film and deliver 
what should be well 
rewarded turns. For 
Dem, it’s hard to say it’s 
the role of a lifetime, 
but it is certainly one 
that suits him, the 
actor’s age playing into 
the performance of a 
man whose life has 
passed by without 
meaning, caught up in 
drink and anything other 
than his family. 

Woody’s mental 
health is never broadly 
discussed, but it can be 
taken that he is suffering 
the onset of dementia, 
his behaviour governed 
by his mind, and Dem 
draws the reality out of 
the character, the per¬ 
formance raw, touching 
and wholly engaging. 

For a man who has 
made his career in com¬ 
edy, Will Forte’s move 
to straight acting is star¬ 
tlingly good, his decent 
guy dealing with famil¬ 
ial issues essayed with 
aplomb. 

While the character is 
mainly reactive. Forte is 
stunningly good in a 
low-key, but effortlessly 
excellent turn. While the 
pair are front and centre 
for the majority of the 
film, supporting turns 
from June Squibb and 
Stacy Keach (to name 
but two) give the film a 
depth that is hard to 
ignore. 

Witty and warm, 
Nebraska is a low-key 
delight, a film that ticks 
all the boxes and covers 
all the bases; to watch a 
film that tackles dis¬ 
parate subjects yet man¬ 
ages bring them together 
into a satisfying whole 
is a real pleasure indeed. 

VERDICT: An 
incredible piece of 
work, Nebraska looks 
beautiful, yet beneath its 
sparse visuals lie per¬ 
formances that are per¬ 
fectly judged and a 
script that strikes the 
right balance between 
humour and pathos. 

While Alexander 
Payne’s direction is 
finely tuned. Bob 
Nelson’s script delivers 
the heft, making 
Nebraska a tmly won¬ 
derful viewing experi¬ 
ence. Essential viewing. 

SEE THIS IE YOU 
LIKED; Sideways 
(2004), The Straight 
Story (1999). 



^ LLANTWIT MAJOR 
CRAFT&GIFTFAIR 
Saturday 14tii December 

For unusual and original gifts, 
come along this Saturday to 

LLANTONIAN HALL, LLANTWIT MAJOR 

La (behind the library) 10 ciM- 3 pM. 
n LAST FAIR THIS YEAR 

k 


’ Enquiries: Contact Peta Shields 
Emaibpetashields @ gmail.com 



Christmas 
Tree World 


Situated on the A48, between 
Bonvilston and the five mile 
lane turn off 


Open 7 . 

Days a Week 
8.30am until Late 

Seven Varieties of 
Christmas Trees 
including... 
Nordmann Fir, 
Frazer Fir, 

Norway Spruce, etc. 
Sizes from 3ft - 18ft. 

Orders taken in advance 
for large trees. 

Prices Held! 
Also available 
Wreaths, Stands, 
Pot Grown Trees 
and Decorations 
Telephone: 
MARY 

07887 720678 



4 

*P%ee TOcJc 
7fCuA4c 

Friday & Saturday Night's 
21.-00 • 02:00 
Tha BMt DJ’s Playing Tha 
Best Music 

Sunday Night’s 
Karaoke With Anna 

20.12.13 Black Friday 
Black a Whaa Party 

24.12.13 Xmas Eve Party 
Bad Santa Fancy Drees Party 

25.12.13 Bmlng Day Party 

31.12.13 New Eve 

^^Tlckets Now On Sale^* 

£5 Eacti >V M.O.LD 
Tlcliets can be purchased over 
the bar at anytime 

/S-/4 Stn^etf S<vi%ef. 

Tel: 07584 677155 


Christmas at All Saints 


ALL Saints Church 
in Victoria Square, 
Penarth, is holding 
a number of special 
services this 
Christmastime. 

On Sunday, December 
15, at 4pm, families are 
invited to a ‘Messy 
Christmas’, featuring 
activities, worship and a 
cooked tea. 

On Sunday, December 
22, at 10am, there is a 
family Nativity service. 


featuring performances 
by both the Sunday 
school and youth group 
(creche available). 

At 6pm that evening, 
there is a traditional fes¬ 
tival of nine lessons and 
carols followed by 
drinks and mince pies. 

On Christmas Eve, 
there will be two crib 
services for younger 
families, at 2pm and 
4pm - children are 
encouraged to come 
along dressed as a 


Nativity character. Later 
that night at 11.30pm, 
Midnight Mass will be 
celebrated. 

On Christmas Day, 
there will be traditional 
Holy Communion at 
Sam and a family 
Communion service at 
10am. 

All are welcome to 
celebrate Christmas at 
any of these services; for 
more information, visit 
WWW. allsaintspenarth. or 
g.uk 


Bridgend ‘Elf-steddfod’ is 
aiming to break its own 
world record this weekend 


‘ELVES’ of all ages are invited 
to get together on Adare Street 
in Bridgend town centre this 
Saturday (December 14) for 
the annual Elf-steddfod, spon¬ 
sored by the Welsh Blood 
Service. 

Last year, over 1,200 people packed 
into the street, setting a new world 
record and little helpers are being 
asked to join in the fun at the event 
again this year. 

Organised by Bridgend County 


Borough Council, the event will also 
feature activities and entertainment 
from 12pm to 3pm, including a ‘snow¬ 
ball on the spoon’ competition, igloo 
building, Santa’s workshop challenge, 
music from ‘Rockin Dave’, and a 
chance to make your own reindeer 
food - with the Elf-steddfod count tak¬ 
ing place in Adare Street at 2pm. 

All participants are encouraged to 
wear either a green or red jumper if 
possible and they will be given elf hats 
to wear. 


Caeffatii 

Barfif GiiU 


Castle View, Bridgend 

Sister Pub to The Ilighwa 3 man 



NEWLY 

REFURBISHED 

Meals served 
Mon -Thurs 12 - 9pm. 
Fri 6^ Sat 12 - 9.30pm. 
Sundays 12- 5pm 


The full menu is now available and is the same as our sister pub 
The Highwayman, Rhoose - including steaks, fresh fish, pasta plus 
lots more, including the famous 'Condemned Mans Meat'. 


BLACK FRIDAY 


Fri 20tli December > Open House 

Meals served all day from midday. 

Free disco karaoke from 3pm. 


OPEN BOXING DAY 
for full menu plus traditional 2 or 3 
course roast. Bookings now being taken. 


^ NEW YEARS EVE 

wine Dine with us BLW 

' Reserve your table. Disco, dance 
' 1 sing in the new year! Booking advisabie. 

Traditional Sunday Lunch 
Served 12-5pm 

Choice of meats; fresh, seasonal 
vegetables; Kids Menu available, 
plus full Grill Menu 

Takeaway Sunday lunch available 


• 

V . 

Over GO'S Special Menu 
Mon ' Sat 12-3pm 

Traditional, fresh home cooked 
meals - superb choice Only £4.45 


CHRISTMAS PARTY BOOKINGS NOW BEING TAKEN 


(Limited numbers stiii avaiiabie on certain dates) 




1 

wm 



SatNav 



CF311NJ 

ATS 

<3 



- To M4 Coity Rd Town Centre - 


Fully refurbished large 
Function Room available. 


01656 660668 
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MEMORIES OF A 
VALE GAMEKEEPER 


FORMER game- 
keeper Harold 
Williams gave a 
talk to the Dinas 
Powys Probus Club 
entitled ‘The Life 
of a Gamekeeper’ 
recently. 

Born in 1941, the 
ninth of 12 children, 
he was raised in 
Barrow-in-Furness 
and worked a a ship’s 
carpenter before join¬ 
ing the Merchant 
Navy. Having always 
been interested in the 
countryside and 
wildlife he became 
gamekeeper at 
Fonmon Castle estate 
in the Vale. 

Life on the estate 


was tough. He lived in 
a small caravan at the 
edge of a wood - water 
for washing and cook¬ 
ing came from the 
horse trough; he was 
paid £17 per week for 
a seven-day week, but 
it was a job he 
enjoyed. 

His main work was 
to establish the 
Fonmon shoot. This 
involved clearing clear 
‘rides’ through the 
trees to provide shoot¬ 
ing space and rearing 
pheasant chicks for 
later release. 

To keep the birds 
within the estate 
boundary, Harold had 
to feed them daily to 
stop them straying and 
this meant a daily 


walk of ten miles in all 
weathers. 

Predators, both of 
the animal and human 
variety, were a con¬ 
stant problem. Harold 
had a large black 
Labrador as a con¬ 
stant companion and a 
close bond developed. 
He taught the dog to 
respond aggressively 
on the command: 

‘well, come on then’. 

On one occasion, 
when confronted by a 
tough poacher, Harold 
threatened to call the 
police at which point 
the poacher said, 

“well, come on then” - 
and the dog threw 
himself at him! 

As the shoot grew, 
Harold was raising 


2,000 birds a year and 
recruited a band of 
beaters to help on 
shoot days. He 
regaled the club mem¬ 
bers with a stream of 
hilarious anecdotes, 
frequently involving 
“posh gentry with 
posh guns”. 

At one shoot, when 
he was acting as 
loader for a real lord, 
he was invited to have 
a go at some of the 
bird, whereupon using 
his £36 gun, he easily 
outscored the lord 
with his £28,000 gun. 

The vote of thanks 
was given by club 
president Haydn 
Morgan. 

Charles Rees 


DATES FOR YOUR DIARY..DATES FOR YOUR DIARY... 


Benefit concert 
CARDIFF Filipinos bave organised a 
benefit concert for tbe victims of 
Typhoon Haiyan (Yolanda) on December 
15 at tbe social club and recreation hall 
in the Heath from 3pm-8pm. 

Among those taking part in the concert are The 
Brothers, Krystal Mills and the Rhinestone Band, 
Bel and the Hangdogs, SeaFall, DJ Cymru, Daniel 


Curtis and Laura Curtis, and SLAWUK. 

See Santa by train! 

BARRY ISLAND Santa specials and 
mini craft fayre takes place on December 
14, 15, 21 and 22 at Barry Rail Centre 
when visitors will not only be able to take 
a steam train to see Santa, but can also 
buy last-minute Christmas gifts 


Oil 4 Wales hosts special 
event for Welsh rugbp fans 


O IL 4 WALES 
demonstrat¬ 
ed how it 

puts the local com¬ 
munity at the heart 
of its operation 
recently with a spe¬ 
cial event for rugby 
fans. 


The independent oil 
distribution company 
hosted a ‘meet and 
greet’ session with five 
of Wales’ best known 
rugby players at its 
petrol station in 
Maesteg. 

Oil 4 Wales ambassa¬ 
dors Jonathan Davies, 


Dan Lydiate, Rhys 
Priestland, Ken Owens 
and Ryan Jones took 
time out of training for 
the autumn internation¬ 
als to attend the com¬ 
munity event. 

The local communi¬ 
ty came out in their 
droves to meet and get 


photos and autographs 
with the Welsh interna¬ 
tionals. Managing 
director of Oil 4 Wales, 

Colin Owens, said: 
“At Oil 4 Wales, our 
slogan is 'Working with 
the community, for the 
community, and this 
event really demon¬ 
strates how we put the 
local community at the 
heart of our operation. 

“We wanted to put on 
a special event, and 
with there being so 
many rugby fans in 
Wales, we thought we’d 
invite our ambassadors 
down for a ‘meet and 
greet’ session. 

“We were over¬ 
whelmed by the number 
of people that showed 
up. It was a really fan¬ 
tastic evening and great 
to see the faces of so 
many youngsters light 
up on meeting their 
rugby idols.” 

Wales and Llanelli 
Scarlets centre, 

Jonathan Davies, said: 
“It’s always great for us 
to get out and about to 
meet our fans. 

“Oil 4 Wales is a 
great company to be 
involved with, as like us 
rugby players they are 
truly passionate about 
Wales and serving the 
Welsh community, and 
we hope the local com¬ 
munity enjoyed the 
evening as much as we 
did.” 

Oil 4 Wales is an 
independent, family run 
oil distribution compa¬ 
ny. 

It supplies a range of 
fuel services to homes, 
businesses, commercial 
premises, agricultural 
and retail customers, 
supplies over 17,000 
customers in Wales. 


Oil4Wales 

Oiew dros G/mru 


Don’t get left out in 
the cold this winter 
with Oil 4 Wales 


We supply a range of fuel services to 
homes, businesses, agricultural and retail 
premises throughout South Wales. 

• Never run out of fuel 
with our planned 
delivery service. 

• Spread the cost with 
our interest-free budget 
accounts. 

•Take advantage of our 
full boiler maintenance 
package which includes 
servicing and emergency 
breakdown repairs. 


Oil 4 Wales is the national oil brand for Wales servicing all of your 
local oil needs. Our buying po>ver and truly Welsh focus means 
that the local community gets a much fairer price for its fuel. 


Contact us today to discuss your requirements 
Cardiff office: 02920 674910. Email: sales@oil4wales.co.uk 
Tank installation and boiler care 0800 433 4353 (Freephone) 

www.oil4wales.co.uk 

Working with the community, for the community 



“I’m delighted to work 
with this family-run 
business which has the 
community at the heart 
of its operation.’’ 

Welsh rugby international Jonathan 
Davies - Oil 4 Wales’ brand manager 



ROYAL VISIT FOR 
BRITAIN’S LARGEST 
FAMILY-OWNED 
NEWSPAPER GROUP 


PRINCE 

CHARLES is due to 
visit Britain’s 
largest privately- 
owned local weekly 
newspaper group 
this Friday, 
December 13, to cel¬ 
ebrate the 125th 
anniversary of one 
of its publications. 

Owned by Sir Ray 
Tindle, Tindle 
Newspapers - of which 
The Glamorgan GEM is 
a part - has been provid¬ 
ing vital community 
news to rural areas for 
decades, with its oldest 
newspaper, being pub¬ 
lished for over 200 years. 

The newspaper group 
is also a generous sup¬ 
porter of The Prince’s 
Countryside Fund and 
has given £100,000 to 
the fund to help support 
people who care for the 
countryside. 

Tindle Newspapers 
was started by Sir Ray 
with £300 of demob 
money at the close of 
World War B. On Friday, 
he will meet Prince 
Charles and present him 
with a special Prince’s 
Countryside Fund news¬ 
paper edition. 


The newspaper group 
has also committed to 
raising awareness about 
The Prince’s Countryside 
Fund and will carry the 
PCF logo on its papers’ 
mastheads during 2014. 

The Prince’s 
Countryside Fund was 
set up in July 2010 by 
‘Business in the 
Community’ and the 
Prince of Whales, who has 
a long-held commitment 
to supporting Britain’s 
hard-pressed rural areas. 

The fund has given £3 
million in grants in three 
years to rural communi¬ 
ties, directly benefiting 
more than 52,000 people. 

The PCF also oper¬ 
ates an emergency fund 
for times of need. 

The Prince’s visit this 
Friday is to the 
Abergavenny offices of 
Tindle Newspapers to 
celebrate the upcoming 
125th anniversary of the 
nearby Brecon and 
Radnor Express. 

He will meet the edi¬ 
tors of six key local 
newspapers in Wales and 
hear about their work in 
supporting rural commu¬ 
nities, and is due to 
unveil two plaques 
recognising the event. 

The Prince will also 


meet beneficiaries from 
two Welsh projects that 
have received grants 
from The Prince’s 
Countryside Fund - 
Pembrokeshire 
Beekeepers’ Association 
and farmers supported by 
RABI who benefited 
from the emergency fund 
earlier this year. 

Victoria Elms, the 
manager of The Prince’s 
Countryside Eund, said, 
“Tindle’s newspapers are 
a great source of local 
knowledge and a vital 
information source in 
rural areas. 

“We’re delighted to 
receive such a generous 
donation, which will go 
towards projects that are 
working to protect, 
improve, and sustain 
rural life.” 



THE PRINCE'S 
COUNTRYSIDE 
FUND 


ABOVE: 

Tindle Newspapers 
are committed to 
raising awareness 
of The Prince’s 
Countryside Fund 
and will carry the 
PCF logo on 
mastheads during 
2014. 


I Looking for that special gift? 

- i 

Hand painted 


portraits make the 


ideal present. 

N- m 

07593 790898 


Call Gareth for 


more information 



C.S. Boxall is a family business 
established since 1990 


S.Boxall Ltd. 


Plumbing, Heating & Electrical Work 

Over 35 years experience in the industry. 




WORCESTER 

Bosch Group 
Gas, Oii & Soiid Fuel 
Boiler Installations. 
Please take advantage 
of our Free Survey 



Worcester Bosch Group Guarantee 


LPG 

Bottle Gas 
available 

(Flo Gas 

SI 


Stockist) 



Servicing 
from £80 


r - ^ 


AGA& 
RAYBURN 

Installation, 

Service 

and 

Breakdown 


PLAN AHEAD FOR YOUR 
WINTER HEATING SERVICE. 

Visit our warehouse for all your plumbing, 
heating and drainage supplies 

Call Frank on 01446 772292 


For all 
your Tool & 
Plant Hire 


Visit our website: www.csboxall.co.uk 


I 39F Vale Business Park, Llandow, Nr Cowbridge, CF71 7PF I 


OPEN: 

Sam 
’til 5pm 


r 
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The Vale Show prizewinners are 
honoured at trophy presentation 



ABOVE: 

David Adams and John Hanks 
with their trophies. 


Images on this page by 

HEATHER MARCH 

IT was congratulations all round at the 
Bear Hotel in Cowbridge on November 
22, when the Vale of Glamorgan Show 
held its annual awards dinner. 

During the evening, the agricultural field class 
awards were presented by president Roger Thomas. 

Roger thanked the society for electing him as their 
2013 president. He said he and his wife Sian had 
thoroughly enjoyed show day. With the excellent 
weather and wonderful public support, it really did 
prove to be a fantastic event. 

Roger thoroughly enjoyed his trip around the 
show field meeting all the exhibitors and traders, and 
he said he saw much more of the show than would 
normally be possible. 

The trophies were presented to the winners of the 
classes held throughout the year before the various 
crops were harvested. These classes were judged by 
farmers or agronomists who generally live and work 
out of the county. 

Coun Raymond Thomas, chairman of the society, 
announced the prize winners as follows: 

Best clamp of silage -HD Hanks & Son, Ty 
Canol Farm, Llantrithyd. 

Best bale of silage - D Anthony & Son, Cwm 
Risca Farm, Laleston. 

Best long term grass ley - FT Adams & Son, The 
Darren Farm, Cowbridge. 

Best short term grass ley - G Anthony & Son, 
Haregrove Farm, Laleston. 

Best field of winter barley - Penllyn Estate Farm, 
Cowbridge. 

Best field of winter oats -EH Radcliffe & Son, 
Penmark Place, Penmark. 

Best field of winter wheat - G Anthony & Son, 
Haregrove Farm, Laleston. 

Best field of spring barley - Graham David, 
Norton Hall Farm, St Brides Major. 

Best winter oilseed crop - R & L Anthony, 
Tythegston Farm, Bridgend. 

Best field of beans - I G Jeffries & Son, East 
Monkton, Wick. 

Best field of maize - T Rees & Son, Upper Parc 
Farm, Laleston. 

Best clamp of maize silage -EH Radcliffe & Son, 
Penmark Place, Penmark. 

Best one acre of potatoes - J E Rosser & 
Partners, Windmill Farm, Llansannor. 

Group of eight in-calf heifers judged on the farm 

- Jack Evans & Son, Marcross Farm, Llantwit 
Major. 

Exhibitor gaining the most points in the field class 
section -EH Radcliffe & Son, Penmark Place, 
Penmark. 

Exhibitor gaining the most points in the Show Day 
agricultural classes - Tudor Harris, Redland Farm, 
Bonvilston. 

Exhibitor gaining the most points in the agricul¬ 
tural section, Victor Ludorum Trophy, joint winners 

- Tudor Harris, Redland Farm, Bonvilston and V J 
Thomas & Son, Pancross Farm, Llancarfan. 

The 2014 show will again be held at Fonmon 
Castle on August 13. A new main ring attraction 
will be thrilling the audience next year, when the 
Jason Smyth Adrenaline Tour roars into the arena. 
Planning for the show is well under way with a num¬ 
ber of major changes taking place. 

For further information, sponsorship opportuni¬ 
ties or trade stand information email 
vale.show@btinternet.com or call 01446 710099. 




ABOVE: 




ABOVE: Show president Roger Thomas 
with Gwyn Anthony (right). 


Jon Homfray 
won the winter 
barley trophy. 


Graham David, 
with the spring 
barley trophy. 


John Rosser took 
the one-acre potato 
accolade. 


Tudor Harris 
collects a shield. 


Richard Anthony 
picks up a trophy. 


ABOVE: 
John Hanks. 


ABOVE: The joint winners of the Victor Ludorum 
were Tudor Harris and Tony Thomas. 


Another trophy for 
Gwyn Anthony. 



ABOVE: 

Roger Thomas presents an impressive 
trophy to Julian Radcliffe. 



Mike Rees receives his trophy 
from Roger Thomas. 


PACT meetings 


PONTYCYMER / 
BLAENGARW 
PACT Monday, 
December 16, Garw 
Valley Leisure 
Centre at 6pm. 


PORTHCAWL 
EAST PACT, 
Tuesday, January 
14, 2014 at Betws 
Life Centre, 7pm. 


Thursday, December 12th, 2013 

NEWS FROM THE PENARTH 
AND DISTRICT RAMBLERS 


Walkers hit 
the heights 
above 
Caerphilly! 


LIZ and her 11 
companions were 
lucky recently on a 
walk to the north of 
Cardiff because 
paths were fairly 
dry and autumnal 
sunshine lit up the 
views. 

Starting from 

Caerphilly Mountain car 
park, they were treated to 
fine views down to the 
amazing Caerphilly 
Castle, built by Gilbert 
de Clare to secure the 
lowlands of south Wales 
for the Normans against 
Llewellyn ap Gruffydd, 
Prince of Wales. 

He did manage to 
attack and momentarily 
take the castle back into 
Welsh hands, only for it 
to return to the Normans, 
who increased the fortifi¬ 
cations. 

After falling into 
ruins, the Third 
Marquess of Bute carried 
out a lot of preservation 
work and the castle as it 
stands is still a fine 
example of a 13 th centu¬ 
ry fortification. 

Going downhill 
though woodland with 
glorious autumnal tints, 
the group climbed uphill 
to join part of the long 
distance Rhymney Valley 
Ridgeway Walk, before 
having coffee with views 
across the Valley. 

Crossing open farm¬ 
land, beech trees in a 
wood had lost their 
leaves, forming a carpet 
to be scuffed through as 
they made their way to 
Rudry, passing old lime 
kilns, then across more 
fields to Coed Coesau 
Whips. 

After lunch, the group 
followed the ridge above 
Craig Llysfaen where 
views stretch to the 
Severn Bridges in the 


east. Pen y Fan and the 
Brecon Beacons to the 
north, with Cardiff and 
the Bristol Channel to the 
south. 

Following a path 
above the golf course at 
Llanishen, the group then 
descended steeply by 
lane towards Parc Cefn 
Onn, which was sold to 
Cardiff City Council in 
1944, after previously 
being in private owner¬ 
ship. 

It was originally laid 
out in 1911 by Ernest 
Prosser, who was the 
general manager of the 
Taff Vale, Cardiff and 
Rhymney Railway 
Company, who continued 
to maintain the grounds 
until his death in 1933. 

Their journey back to 
Caerphilly Mountain was 
made by way of green 
lane, track and paths, 
after what had been a 
most rewarding walk 
because of the bright 
sunny weather. 

On December 14, 
meet at 9am at Cogan 
Leisure Centre for a 9.5- 
mile moderate circular 
walk from Rhossili visit¬ 
ing the Kings Head in 
Llangennith for lunch; 
contact Robin on 02920 
514051 beforehand to 
confirm lunch numbers. 

Wear suitable cloth¬ 
ing, preferably boots and 
carry waterproofs, food 
and drinks. Some degree 
of fitness is required and 
if you are in any doubt, 
contact the walk leader 
for advice. 

To follow the group 
please log onto 
www.penarthr amblers.w 
ordpress.com. 
Programmes and mem¬ 
bership advice can be 
obtained from Pam on 
02920 255102. 

Report by JOY 
STRANGWARD 


Appeal for 
more volunteer 
care drivers 


AN appeal has gone 
out for volunteer 
drivers who can use 
their own cars to 
transport young 
people, adults, and 
families on essential 
trips, as well as 
those that cannot 
use public trans¬ 
port in Bridgend 
county borough. 

“The Volunteer 
Driver Service provides 
transport for up to 100 
passengers each week, 
and currently there are 
19 volunteer drivers 
who give up their free 
time across Bridgend 
county borough, but 
more are urgently 
needed to cope with 
demand, a BCBC 


spokeswoman 

explained. 

“Volunteer drivers 
donate as much or as 
little of their time as 
they feel able to, and 
often use their own 
cars, for which they are 
paid a mileage 
allowance and are 
reimbursed for expens¬ 
es they incur such as 
parking. 

Drivers receiving 
any benefits are not 
excluded or affected 
from volunteering.” 

Anyone interested in 
becoming a volunteer 
driver should contact 
Joanne Kilburn on 
01656 642404. 
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GEMMA’S MUM SAYS: ‘ANYTHING 

YOU CAN DO, I CAN DO SHORTER!’ 



PHOTOGRAPHS 

by GLYN EVANS 


Pictures can be purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: ffotoimage@tiscali.co. uk 
Telephone 07791 228684 
www.ffotoimage. co. uk 

LAST week’s GEM featured a local girl 
who was donating her hair to a cancer 
charity - and we reported that her mum 
was going to join her! 

Time pressure due to print deadlines meant that 
we could only carry a photo of nine-year-old Gemma 
Chester and her mum Caroline before the event, and 
also a picture of Gemma with her donated tresses. 

After The GEM deadline passed, photographer 
Glyn Evans returned to Eich & Ramous in 
Cowbridge to see how mum was getting on - and she 
held her nerve and went for the full monty! 

Whereas Gemma was given a smart ‘bob’ hair¬ 
style, Lance Prior-Collins reached for the serious 
cutting gear to completely shave mum Caroline’s 
head! 

Gemma explained how she had the idea: “I was 
inspired to donate my hair to the Little Princess Trust 
after watching Surprise Surprise a few weeks ago 
when a 14-year-old girl shaved her head. 

“She donated her hair, which will be used for a 
wig, and raised £2,000 in the process, so I thought I 
could do the same.” 

Mum Caroline said: “Gemma wanted to shave her 
head, but we felt she was too young to do this, so we 
came to a compromise of donating 12" of hair to the 
charity. 

“She wanted to raise some sponsorship money 
and we chose Macmillan Cancer Support, as her 
grandma had just been referred, and also two of her 
grandparents have been diagnosed with cancer this 
year.” 

To support Gemma, Caroline decided to donate 
her own hair, so that it could also be made into a 
wig! 

Clair Collins from Eich & Ramous, said: “When 
Caroline and I met we realised we had lots in com¬ 
mon such as Llangan, where Gemma goes to school 
and where I use to teach until six years ago. 

“We both have children at Cowbridge 
Comprehensive School, as well. 

“On top of that, we were connected through 
Velindre Hospital, where Gemma’s dad works as a 
professor of medical oncology. We know many peo¬ 
ple who have received treatment there, including 
Lance my husband”. 

Lance underwent cancer treatment four years ago. 
It was this experience, and a result of many visits to 
Velindre, that inspired Lance and Claire to get 
involved with supplying and styling wigs for cancer 
patients. 

In return, they have met some truly inspirational 
people along the way - such as Gemma and her fam¬ 
ily. 

Gemma’s initial target was £200, but that was 
soon raised to £600 as things started to take off. 

She and her mum chose ‘mydonate’ because 
including gift aid the charity receives £12.35 from a 
£10 donation, with no charges to the charity. Anyone 
wishing to make a donation can do so by visiting 
https://mydonate.bt.com/fundraisers/chestershair- 
cutchallenge. 

Nicola Newhams, fundraising manager at 
Macmillan Cancer Support added: “Cancer is the 
toughest fight most of us will ever face. And the feel¬ 
ings of loneliness and isolation that so many people 
experience make it even harder. 

“Now, more than ever, we need people like 
Gemma and Caroline to join our team and get 
involved. We rely on our supporters for 98 per cent 
of our income and such donations make a real dif¬ 
ference to those affected by cancer.” 



Clair and 
Lance with 
their 
‘victims’ 
Gemma and 
Caroline 



LEFT and RIGHT: 

Bald and 
bob! 

Gemma had a 
smart bob, while 
mum Caroline 
bravely went 
bald and will 
have to see a 
few weeks ^ 
growth before 
she returns to 
her more 
familiar look. 


Ty Hafan lottery 

draw winners 


THE following are winning 
numbers in the Ty Hafan 
Crackerjackpot lottery draw 
number D804. 

• £2,000: 605117. 

• The rollover, which now stands 
at £500, was not won this week. 

• £10:183857, 605822, 607979, 
719122, 386387, 649599, 664723, 
255352, 846478, 613180, 719662, 
757937, 870269, 496667, 640280, 
592693, 943017, 516605, 997635, 
879624. 

• £5: 287052, 210939, 261461, 
221064, 182665, 846441, 345607, 
873664, 279316, 170166, 925020, 


853634, 542712, 316966, 800700, 
816005, 340909,119510, 568261, 

178695, 496461, 535161, 435303, 
157640, 650176, 219937, 590529, 
296539, 440269, 702621, 770482, 
354623, 794255, 720564, 545424, 
849993, 117592, 239288, 373309, 
379078, 616121, 295886, 328409, 
345509, 936067, 916748,135753, 

612936, 523746, 463132, 642259, 
303439, 577347, 177431, 274777, 
790824, 384336, 336100, 381284, 
512580. 

The GEM cannot be held responsible 
for any errorsomissions contained in the 
above. 





4 Wick Road, Ewenny, CF35 5BL. Tel. 01656 658388 
WWW. samandiabofglamor gan. co.uk 


SamantiTa 


ladies Fashions 
Accessories 


Stockists of: 
Vizaviz 
Brandtex 
Capri 
Marble 
Emreco 
Poppy 
Adini 
Casamia 
Mint 
Jewellery 
Accessories 
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The true 
meaning of a 
family-run 
independent 
funeral director 


L yndsay 

ELLIS and 
his wife, 
Nicola, are well- 
known funeral 
directors in Barry 
and the rest of the 
Vale. 

Nicki has been in the 
profession for the past 
eight years, and her ded¬ 
ication and commitment 
to bereaved families is 
shared by her husband. 

Lyndsay said: “This 
is the true meaning of a 
family funeral director. 
Being part of an inde¬ 
pendent family-owned 
company with our par¬ 
ent company, Pigeons of 
Cardiff, and with the 
continued reputation of 
Barry’s oldest family 
funeral director, 
Spicketts of Barry, since 
1837, is a privilege. 

“I am so pleased that 
Nicki has chosen this 
career path, and our 


families can be assured 
that they will receive a 
personal, dignified serv¬ 
ice. You can say -my 
family, caring for your 
family. ’ 

Nicki is fully experi¬ 
enced and has received 
her recognised qualifica¬ 
tions in funeral arrang¬ 
ing and administration, 
and will study further 
towards her funeral 
director’s qualification. 

Nicki explains: “I feel 
this profession is not a 
job, but a vocation. 
Being given the trust by 
a bereaved family to 
care for their loved ones 
gives me an extreme 
privilege. 

“I will continue to be 
there every step of the 
way with Lyndsay, and 
will continue to provide 
an exceptional, dedicat¬ 
ed service.” 

“Treat us as family - 
we want to be there for 
you.” 


A.G. ADAMS 
& SON ARE 
THERE TO 
GUIDE YOU 

I T is a very sad fact of life that at 
some stage we will all be affected by 
bereavement. 

When bereavement occurs, one of your first con¬ 
tacts is your local funeral director. 

For more than 100 years, staff from A.G. Adams 
& Son in Barry have been there to guide bereaved 
families in everything that is required to provide 
the perfect final journey for their loved ones. 

Robert, Tony and Mary live in the town and have 
many friends in the local community. They there¬ 
fore wish to do their best to support their friends in 
their time of need. 

With the assistance of Alan and Arthur, who live 
in the surrounding area, we will be there to guide 
you, whenever you need us. 


A.G. Adams & Son 

Funeral Directors 


Serving the community in 
Barry and its surrounding 
areas for over 100 years 


Gladstone Rood, Barry 
Tel: 01446 735128 
www.mylocalfuneraldirector.co.uk 



Lyndsay Ellis @ f 
The Vale Funeral 
V Service 


01446 407962 

181 Court Road 
Barry 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF63 lEX 


www.thevalefuneralservice.co.uk 


rUi. 


Golden 

Chaite 


The most 

thoughtful 

decision you 
could make 


i AT YOUR 


TIME OF *■ 
LOSS 


you can depend on us 
for a high degree 
of dignity 


Husband and wife 
Lyndsay and 
Nicola Ellis M 


Prestigious fleet 
of Jaguar 
Cortege 
Vehicles 


Bereavement 

ERTISEMENT EEATURE 


W James & Sons: caring 
support for over 150 years 


ERE at W James & Sons, we 
have been providing support and 
professional funeral arrange¬ 
ments for over 150 years. 

We pride ourselves on offering a caring service 
to every customer we meet, in order to help them 
through a time of sorrow and emotional distress. 

We are independent, family-run funeral directors 
based in Barry, and we can promise you first class 
funeral services and guidance, whatever you 
decide. 

W James & Sons are available 24 hours-a-day, 
so you can feel secure in the knowledge that your 
loved one will be treated with the respect and dig¬ 
nity they deserve, whenever they need it. 

Our professional services include: 


• Established 1860, member of NAFD. 

• Floral tributes. 

• Professional and caring service. 

• Sympathetic and respectful. 

• Pre-paid funeral plans (written details on 
request). 

• Available 24 hours. 

• Personal attention and support. 

• Private chapel of rest. 

• Service chapel for all denominations. 

We are approved suppliers of Golden Charter 
funeral plans and member of NAFD, showing that 
we are funeral directors who can be relied on to 
deliver the funeral worthy of your loved one. 

For advice and support about our funeral serv¬ 
ices, call W James & Sons on 01446 710096. 



Passmores offer sympathetic, 
efficient service to bereaved 


WHEN a person dies, someone, usually a 
family member, has the responsibility of deal¬ 
ing with that person’s estate. 

This may include estabhshing what assets and ha- 
bUities that person had and working out whether a 
‘Grant of Probate’ will be needed to administer the 
estate. This is a daunting task under normal circum¬ 
stances, but for many people it may feel a great deal 
more burdensome mixed with feelings of grief and 
distress. 

Usually the first thing to do is to establish whether 
there is a will in existence and to make a note of the 
fact that the estate is to be distributed in accordance 
with that wiU. 

A will may be held with the solicitor who drew it 
up, or in a safe custody box with a bank. A personal 
representative is usually appointed in the will to deal 
with the deceased person’s estate - also known as an 
executor. 

A Grant of Probate is issued by the Probate 
Registry, upon the submission of certain information 


based on the person’s estate. It gives the personal rep¬ 
resentative authority to deal with the deceased per¬ 
son’s estate and allows them to access money held in 
banks, building societies or other investments. It also 
authorises the personal representative to sell the 
deceased person’s home. 

Once aU funds have been collected and aU commit¬ 
ments have been paid, the personal rep, as set out in 
the wiU, or if no will, then in accordance with the mles 
of intestacy, which are a set of mles setting out who is 
to benefit. 

The personal representative may also have to deal 
with the payment of inheritance tax , if the estate 
exceeds the current threshold. Other responsibUities 
may include defending a claim against the estate, 
should this arise. 

Passmores offers a sympathetic and efficient service 
when dealing with probate and estate administration. 

If you live or work in Barry, Cardiff or in the Vale 
of Glamorgan and would like further information, ask 
to speak to our specialist Carli Evans on 01446 
721000 or ce@passmores.com today. 


W JAMES & SONS 


...A Helping Hand At A Difficult Time... 


FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

Fonmon, Rhoose, Near Barry 
Established 1860 

Independent family business with 
24 hours personal service covering 
Barry and the Vale of Glamorgan 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 

Tel Rhoose 
(01446) 710096 



Halls Memorials 

(01446 410310) 

The Old Coal Yard, Gaen Street, 
Barry CF626JZ 
www.hallsmemorials.co.uk 


New Memorials, Additional 
Inscriptions, Cleaning, 
Renovations & H.S.E. Works 




Mon-Fri 9.30am-5pm/Sat 9.30am-12.30pm 
...We Are Here To Help You... 

Pleased to support The Vale Funeral Service 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been 
neutered <6 microchipped 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and small items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome and now you can text 

maws 11 to 70070 

Tel: 01656 721496 or 01656 769855 

www.maesteganimalrescue.co.uk 

Thanking everyone for their continued support 



Beautiful flowers for all occasions 


FOR UNIQUE DESIGNS IN FLORISTRY 

Funeral flowers & tributes 
with special attention & care 



Specialist legal 
advice from 
members of 
Solicitors for the 
Elderly serving 
Cardiff and the 
Vale of 
Glamorgan 


Wills • Powers of Attorney 
Court of Protection Deputyship 
Probate and Estate Administration 


Just call Neil Willetts or Carli Evans today 

01446 721000 

or e-mail: mail(§passmores.com 
Home and hospital visits available 

LET US BE YOUR GUIDE 


V 


9 High Street, BARRY, 
www.aspirationsflorists.co.uk 
Telephone 01446 738610 




21 Tynewydd Road, 
Barry, CF62 8HB 
www.passmores.com 
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Barry Town Council 
can help residents 
to remember loved 
ones with a plaque 


B arry Town 
Council 
offers a num¬ 
ber of memorials 
for people to 
remember their 
loved ones, such as 
an ornamental tree 
and plaque, the 
book of 

Remembrance, a 
bench plaque, and 
a memorial plaque, 
in either the old or 
new Garden of 
Remembrance. 

A council spokesman 
explained: “We have 
recently erected an 
octagonal planter in the 
old Garden of 
Remembrance and to 
recognise this, the coun¬ 


cil is offering members 
of the public the oppor¬ 
tunity to purchase a 
plaque in either the old 
or new Garden of 
Remembrance and an 
entry in the book of 
Remembrance situated 
in the chapel at a 
reduced cost, subject to 
the number of lines. 

“We would also like 
to make members of the 
public aware that 2014 
will mark the 125th 
anniversary of Merthyr 
Dyfan Cemetery, Barry. 

“It is the council’s 
intention to hold an 
event in September to 
commemorate this mile¬ 
stone in Barry’s history. 

“ Details of events 
will be released closer 
to the time.” 


Thomas Bros 

Indepedent 
Funeral Directors 

► Lady in Attendance 

► Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 


Amlosgfa Llangrallo 
Coychurch Crematorium 

Tel; 01656 656605 Fax; 01656 668108 



■ A joint Local Authority Crematorium provided by 
Bridgend County Council,Vale of Glamorgan Countv 
Council and Rhondda Cynon Taff County Council. 
Serving bereaved families from any area, since 1970, 
with no out of area cremation fee surcharges applied. 
Grade 2* listed building, designed by a world famous 
architect, displaying world renowned stained glass of 
breathtaking proportion, set in beautiful grounds. Two 
impressive air-conditioned chapels with outstanding 
pipe organs. High tech computerised facilities for 
recorded music provision, plus audio and video 
recording and webcasting. 

Providing a comprehensive range of services to the 
bereaved, catering for all religious or non-religious 
backgrounds. 

Working closely with families, Funeral Directors, 
Health Authorities and Voluntary Organisations, the 
Crematorium aims to meet the needs of the 
bereaved it serves with compassion, dignity and 
respect in a tranquil and sympathetic environment. 

■ At the forefront of the provision of high quality 
bereavement care, incorporating the latest advances 
in technology and memorialisation. 

Named runner up in the category of ‘Best Crematorium 
and Grounds’ in the UK’s Cemetery of the Year awards, for 
"excellence and innovation in crematorium 
management, design and customer service”. 

A Green Flag Award winner 2010,2011,2012 and 2013, in 
recognition of a well managed, high quality facility and green space. 
Staff will be pleased to provide further information 
on the full range of services available at the 
Crematorium, upon request. 

Please address your enquiries to: 

Coychurch Crematorium, 
Coychurch, Bridgend,CF35 6AB 
Tel: 01656 656605 
Fax: 01656 668108 

Email: joanna.hannilton@bridgend.gov.uk 

coychurchcrematorium@bridgend.gov.uk 


35 years of 
preparing 
beautiful 
floral designs 

As 

f 

I 



PARK INDEPENDENT FUNERAL 
DIRECTORS’ PERSONAL TOUCH 

P 


|ARK 

Independent 
Funeral 
Directors are fami¬ 
ly-owned funeral 
directors based in 
Barry. 

Principal David 
Brown has 10 years of 
experience in the pro¬ 
fession. He is well 
known in the local area 
and has worked for sev- 


unique. We take great 
pride in our facilities, 
from our funeral home 
to our experienced staff, 
who will help and guide 
you in all aspects of the 
arrangements. 


“Under my direction. 
Park Funeral Directors 
will ensure that it is the 
family’s needs that are 
met and their wishes are 
paramount, as opposed 
to the ideas and influ¬ 


ences of others. 

“We are here to help 
you plan a fitting and 
respectful commemora¬ 
tion of your loved one’s 
life and passing.” 


SPIRATIONS is a beautiful 
florists’ shop situated in the busy 
.High Street area of Barry. We 
have over 35 years of experience and our 
passion for flowers and design is evident 
as soon as you walk in. 

You will be inspired by our creative designs and eral national funeral 
wonderful flowers, and attention to detail and feel companies 
relaxed as you are met with a smile and a friendly 
welcome. 

Specialising in funeral floral tributes, corporate 
and special occasions, you will be spoilt for 
choice. We can cater to all budgets. 

Contact us on 01446 738616for further infor¬ 
mation. 


Legal services 
help you plan 
peace of mind 

n 


Some large corpora¬ 
tions in the 1990s pur¬ 
chased many family- 
owned funeral directors, 
maintaining the family 
name, but not retaining 
the family ethos. 

David and his col¬ 
leagues feel they can 
offer a more personal 
service to the local 
community. As family 
funeral directors. Park 
prides itself on its abili¬ 
ty to serve and be part 
of that community. 

David explained: 
“From the initial first 
contact from a family, 
we guarantee 100 per 
cent continuity, personal 
attention by our staff, 
and we make sure that 
your loved one stays in 
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' Principal • David Brown • 24hr Immediate Attention 
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AVE you considered planning for 
your future? Are you looking for 
■peace of mind? 

Gaskell and Walker Solicitors can help you 
achieve both these objectives with our wide range 
of legal services, tailored for clients to enjoy their 
later life. 

We specialise in ‘Lasting Powers of Attorney’ for their home town of 
financial matters and personal welfare, and we have Barry until the day of 
a specialist mental health department, so we are 
able to advise patients, both in the community and 
in hospital, about their legal rights. 

If you have concerns about the validity of your 
will, or questions about your property title deeds 
that you need answered, we can complete a review 
for you and put your mind at rest. 

Enjoying your retirement is simpler than you 
think - contact us today on 01446 772212 
(Cowbridge) or 01656 653122 (Bridgend). 


the funeral. 

“We don’t answer to 
senior managers or head 
offices, we answer only 
to you. We are devoted 
to our families, not 
profits, targets or fig¬ 
ures. 

“Every funeral con¬ 
ducted by Park Funeral 
Directors is special and 


The perfect memorial 
can be a lasting comfort 


C HOOSING a 
memorial in 
memory of a 
loved one can bring 
a lot of comfort 
after bereavement. 

CJ Ball & Son - 
Best Value Memorials, 
have provided memo¬ 
rials for almost 100 
years - making it easy 
and uplifting by offer¬ 
ing excellent quality, 
coupled with friendly, 
inspiring service at 
outstanding vale. 

Based at the top of 
Tynewydd Road hill in 
Barry, their large 
show-garden and 
showroom display 
many styles of memo¬ 
rials. They also pro¬ 
vide unique, individual 
memorials to a client’s 
own specifications. 

The very helpful 
staff’s considerable 
knowledge and experi¬ 
ence helps navigate 
through the many rules 
and regulations relat¬ 
ing to local burial 
grounds, making it 
easy to select the per¬ 


fect memorials. 

As a very long 
established local busi¬ 
ness, they pride them¬ 
selves on an unrivalled 
craftsmanship and 
being able to provide a 
personal memorial that 
perfectly commemo¬ 
rates the life of a loved 
one. 

Before final carving, 
a scale layout of the 
memorial is provided 
for approval to ensure 
complete satisfaction - 
carved from the finest 
quality natural stone, 
and guaranteed to last 
a lifetime. 

As ‘Approved 
Memorial Masons’ 
under the ‘British 
Register of Accredited 
Memorial Masons’ 
(BRAMM) registration 
scheme, all memorial 
installation craftsmen 
are fully licensed as 
required by Health and 
Safety Regulations, 
ensuring the finished 
memorial is of the 
highest quality. 

The memory of your 
loved one is truly 


entrusted in the hands 
of craftsmen at Best 
Value Memorial (CJ 
Ball & Son of Barry). 


G&W 3 ?.- 

An established, traditional firm 
with a personal, sympathetic 
approach. 

Estate administration 
and probate support 
services. 



Bricigend 

12 Park StrMt. Bridgand, CF31 4HZ 

01656 653122 
Cowbridge 

4A WMgata. CoiwbHdga. CF71 7AR 

01446 772212 


Serving 
the community 
for over 
100 years. 
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Best Value 

MEMORIALS 


BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 




N Quality crafted 
I J memorials 
r—' -1 at the 


Lowest Prices 




CJL«all4tom 
116 TVnewydd Rdt 
Barry, 

CF 62 8 BB 


01446 734 607 

www.riballmeinorials.co.uk 



The Babies 
Memorial Garden 
MERTHYR DYFAN 
CEMETERY 

Now also available Cremated Remains 

Memorial Planter & Memorial Blocks on 
the EE Cremated Remains Section. 

Anyone requiring further information 
on the Memorial Plaques, please 
contact Barry Town Council on 

(01446) 738663 


(Subject to new conditions) 
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SUPPORTERS FLOCK TO CAT CENTRE’S 
SPECIAL CHRISTMAS EXTRAVAGANZA 


PHOTOGRAPHS by Mandy Thomas 
(ijviviJV.thomasphotography.co.uk) and Sue Dobbs) 


THE Cats 
Protection Centre 
in Bryncethin, 
Bridgend, recently 
held its Christmas 
fair and staff were 
delighted with the 
number of support¬ 
ers who came 
along. 

Centre manager Sue 
Dobbs said: “The event, 
which took place on 
December 7, was a 
block-busting success 
with Santa and his 
helpers mingling with 
other movie favourites 
including Snow white, 
Dorothy, Willy Wonker, 
Sandy, Harry Potter, 
Minnie Mouse and many 
more. 

“Over 250 people 
attended, raising over 
£2,500 for the kitty. 
What’s more, 14 cats 
and kittens were 
reserved, including the 
very talkative Max, a 
one-year-old cat who 
thoroughly enjoyed see¬ 
ing so many visitors. 

“Our Cardiff Half 
Marathon runners Jamie, 
Mark and Kelly were on 



ABOVE: Four-year-old Katie Wensley. 


hand to show off their event on the day, and to 
medals, and hand in their local businesses and 
sponsorship money, individuals who donated 
which amounted to items for raffle, tombola 
£1,000 in total.” etc. We are very appre- 

She continued: “The ciative of everyone’s 
event was one of the support” 
most enjoyable ones we She added: “GEM 
have held. The team readers might like to 
looked amazing in their know that Sion, who was 
costumes and everyone featured in a recent 
had a great time. GEM, as our longest- 

“We would like to say staying cat, has found a 
a big thank you to every- new home as a result of 
one who supported the his media exposure!” 



ABOVE: Santa with Hannah and Erin Griffiths and Kim Hopkins. 



ABOVE: The Graham family supported the centre. 



ABOVE: Eleanor, Sue, Kelly, Kim and Amanda. 



ABOVE: Shelley and Jane. 


Theo and Molly Renshaw-Taylor with Suki Bensaud (right). 



ABOVE: Sarah, Alice and Jessie. 





Margaret Hart and Dawn Egan. 
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Faustino VII 
RIOJA - 

RmI wis £9.69 now £7.69 
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GET A FREE ICE 
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Motion Dance wins a top 
disability awareness award 




LOCAL Motion Dance 
Company has been selected 
for an understanding disabili¬ 
ty award by the Cardiff and 
Vale Parents Federation, for 
the best local group - in 
recognition of its work in pro¬ 
moting a positive understand¬ 
ing of people with a learning 
disability. 

The aim of the award is to encour¬ 
age good practice in improving atti¬ 
tudes in the community towards dis¬ 
ability. 

The’s enthusiasm and commitment 
for providing integrated dance oppor¬ 
tunities for disabled children and 
young people, the links we create 
with local primary and secondary 


schools, our up to date staff training, 
and for the confidence the classes 
give disabled children and young 
people for them to access the commu¬ 
nity and raise their self esteem. 

Thank you to all our dance mem¬ 
bers and parents for their continued 
support and young volunteers who 
help out in the sessions and a special 
thank you to our wonderful teachers 
Sophie Batey, Sam Griffiths and 
Sammie Owens for all their hard 
work and creativity. 

We welcome any new members to 
come and dance with us at Barry 
YMCA on Thursdays 4.30pm - 
5.15pm for ages 5-10 and 5.30pm - 
6.30pm for ages ll-18yrs. For more 
information contact 07725038778. 

EM 


Vale Ramblers 
to the rescue 

(but sheep didn’t 
appreciate it!) 

THERE were two walks on offer recently 
to members of the Vale of Glamorgan 
Ramblers - both were fairly local, but with 
a choice of either a 12-mile walk or a seven- 
mile walk. 

The 12-mile walk was in the Pontypridd area, while 
the seven mile walk was in the Ystradowen area. 

The shorter of the two walks started in the village of 
Ystradowen, walking by the side of the church, 
through the fields to Ash Hall, a beautiful property 
which dates back 

Making our way through the forest and fields, we 
crossed the busy M4 into the village of Llanharry, 
before crossing it back again, to pick up a track which 
would bring us out at Talygam. We enjoyed lunch in 
the wooded area of the estate before walking by the 
lake to cross more fields to the start point. 

We came across a sheep which had got entangled 
in a wire fence, it took four people to help pull the 
head of the sheep back from the wire fence, making 
sure that the wire would not harm her. 

Mission accomplished and the sheep happy to be 
free, without even a backward glance, she pranced off 
to join her friends! 

The walk over, members proceeded to the local 
hostelry, where a swift half was enjoyed by aU! Many 
thanks to Brenda and Kathy for leading this walk. 

More information is available on 
valeofglamorganramblers.co.uk or follow us on 
facebook and twitter. GF 


Blood Bikes riders' 
lifesaving work gets 
a road safety boost 


BLOOD BIKES WALES is a 
charity launched in 2011 to 
help deliver urgent medical 
supplies to various hospitals. 

It uses motorcycles to ferry blood, 
plasma, milk and operating theatre 
equipment between Wales and 
England. 

This service is offered free of charge 
to health authorities, 24 hours a day, 
365 days a year. All Blood Bike riders 
and members are unpaid volunteers. 

They can be on the road day or night 
in all weathers, so it is vital they wear 
the right equipment and can be seen by 
other road users. 

Thunder Road Motorcycles prepare 
and service the Blood Bikes Wales’ 
fleet, and Thunder Road director Dave 


Mobberley and Ray Phillips, fleet con¬ 
troller for Blood Bikes Wales have 
now come up with the funds to provide 
50 Hi-visibility motorcycle jackets 
for the riders. Said Ray Phillips: 
“Thunder Road have been working 
tirelessly with Blood Bikes Wales to 
get these jackets produced before the 
end of the year. 

“The new jackets will have a great 
impact with the riders as they are 
weatherproof and will enhance the vis¬ 
ibility of our volunteer riders”. 

The jackets were presented to Blood 
Bikes Wales at Thunder Road 
Motorcycles, Bridgend. 

If you would like to become a Blood 
Bike Wales volunteer, contact 
WWW. bloodbikeswales.org. uk. 



PICTURED ABOVE: 
Dave Mobberley (Blue 
Thunder Road shirt) 
Thunder Road 
Motorcycles director, 
and Ray Phillips, fleet 
controller for Blood 
Bikes Wales (wearing 
the sponsored jackets). 


THE VALE OF GLAMORGAN COUNCIL 
(PROHIBITION AND RESTRICTION OF 
WAITING AND LOADING AND PARKING 
PLACES) (CIVIL ENFORCEMENT) 
(AMENDMENT) (NO 1A) ORDER 2013 

1. On the 9th December 2013 The Vale of Glamorgan Council in exercise of its 
powers under Sections 1, 2, 3, 4, 32, 35, 45, 46, 53 and 124 and Part IV of 
Schedule 9 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 and Part 6 of the Traffic 
Management Act 2004 and all other enabling powers made an Order the gen¬ 
eral effect of which is as described below: 

2. The Order will come into operation on 16th December 2013 or on the dates 
that the signs and road markings are in place and be known as the "Vale of 
Glamorgan Council (Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting and Loading and 
Parking Places) (Civil Enforcement) (Amendment) (No 1A) Order 2013" 

3. A copy of the Order and plans showing the affected areas may be seen at 
the address shown below during normal office hours. 

4. If you wish to question the validity of the Order or any provisions contained 
therein on the grounds that they are not within the powers conferred by the 
above Act or on the grounds that any requirement of the same or that any 
instrument made under it has not been complied with in relation to the Order, 
you may within six weeks from the 16th December 2013 apply to the High 
Court for this purpose. 

The following Traffic Regulation Order is to be amended as follows: 

Vale of Glamorgan Council (Prohibition and Restriction of Waiting and 
Loading and Parking Places) (Civil Enforcement) Order 2013 

SCHEDULE 

Insert Map of the Following Proposed Disabled Persons Parking Place 
Victoria Road, Barry (10) 

On its north west side from a point 36 metres north east of its junction with 
Eton Street, north east for a distance of 5.0 metres. AY49/1A-13 
Dated this 12th day of December 2013. 

M. E. Punter 

Director of Visible Services & Housing 
Vale of Glamorgan Council, The Alps, 

Wenvoe CF5 6AA bromorgannwg 


VALE of GLAMORGAN 


CYNGOR BRO MORGANNWG 2013 

GORCHYMYN (GORFODI SIFIL) (DIWYGIO) 
(RHIF 1A) (GWAHARDD ARCS, LLWYTHO A 
PHARCIO A CHYFYNGU AR ARCS LLWYTHO 
A PHARCIO) 

1. Ar 9 2013, yr oedd Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, gan arfer ei bwerau o dan 
Adrannau 1,2, 3, 4, 32, 35, 45, 46, 53, a 124 a Rhan IV o Atodlen 9 Deddf 
Rheoli Traffig Ffyrdd 1984, a Rhan 6 Deddf Rheoli Traffig 2004 a phob p_er 
galluogi arall, wedi gwneud Gorchymyn i’r diben cyffredinol a ddisgrifir isod: 

2. Daw’r Gorchymyn i rym ar 16 Rhagfyr 2013 neu ar y dyddiadau y bydd yr 
holl arwyddion a marciau ffordd yn eu lie. Fe’i hadwaenir fel ‘Gorchymyn 
(Gorfodi Sifil) (Diwygiedig) (Rhif 1A) (Gwahardd Aros, Llwytho a Pharcio a 
Chyfyngu ar Aros, Llwytho a Pharcio), Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 2013’. 

3. Cewch weld copi o’r Gorchymyn a chynlluniau sy’n dangos y mannau dan 
sylw, yn y cyfeiriad isod yn ystod oriau arferol swyddfa. 

4. Os hoffech ddadlau’n erbyn dilysrwydd y Gorchymyn neu’i ddarpariaethau 
am na chredwch fod gan y ddeddf uchod b_er i’w gweithredu, neu am y tybi- 
wch eu bod yn methu a chydymffurfio a gofynion y ddeddf uchod neu un o’i 
hofferynnau, bydd gennych chwe wythnos o 16 Rhagfyr 2013 i wneud cais i’r 
Uchel Lys i’r diben hwnnw. 

Bydd y gorchymyn Rheoli Traffig canlynol yn cael ei ddiwygio fel a ganlyn: 

Gorchymyn (Gorfodi Sifil) Gwahardd Aros, Llwyddo a Pharcio a Chyfyngu 
ar Aros, Llwytho a Pharcio 2013. 

ATODLEN 

Cynhwyser map o’r man parcio canlynol sy’n cael ei gynnig ar gyfer pobi 
anabi: 

Victoria Road,Y Barri (10) 

Ar ei hochr ogledd-orllewinol o fan sy’n 36 medr i’r gogledd ddwyrain o’r 
gyffordd ag Eton Street, am 5 medr i gyfeiriad y gogledd ddwyrain. 

AY49/1A-13 VALE of GLAMORGAN 

Dyddiedig 12 Rhagfyr 2013. 

M. E. Punter 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Gweladwy a Thai, 

Cyngor Bro Morgannwg, Canolfan yr Alpau, 

Gwenfo CF5 6AA brq MORGANNWG 



Have you missed the 
Christmas mail? 
Why not place your 
Festive Greetings in 
next week’s GEM 
for only £15 + VAT - 
Call us on 01446 774484 or 
email: gemsales 
@tindlenews, co, uk 


The benefits of 
owning a cat... 

HAVE you ever considered an older 
cat, instead of a kitten, as a compan¬ 
ion? 

Medical research has indicated stroking a cat can 
relieve stress and lower blood pressure. 

Maesteg Animal Welfare Society has a number 
of cats looking for loving homes, aged from six 
months to eight years old. Even a cat of eight years 
would have approximately another 10 years of life, 
which might suit a much older person and give lov¬ 
ing companionship. 

All the cats have been neutered and 
microchipped. Some are a little nervous, as they are 
used to older people who might have had to give 
them up to go into homes themselves, leaving their 
companion behind. These would adapt to a quiet, 
loving home environment. 

Currently, it as an abundance of cats who are 
desperately in need of a new family, or people to 
care for them. 

For an appointment or further information, 
please telephone Maesteg Animal Welfare Society 
on 01656 721496,or 01656 769855. Please leave a 
message on the answerphone, if unavailable. 

At the current time, we are unable to accommo¬ 
date any more cats - and we are desperately in 
need of homes! 

We are now able to accept text donations. Text 
mawsll to 70070. 
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DOG-LOVERS ARE OUT IN FORCE TO 
HELP BRIDGEND REHOMING CENTRE 



PHOTOGRAPHS by 
RANDELL JOHN (LSWPP) 

www.RandellJohnPhotography. com 

01656 662324 


THE Dogs Trust rehoming centre in 
Court Colman held its Christmas fair 
last Saturday (December 7), and sup¬ 
porters were out in force to offer their 
support. 

For the little ones, there was achance to 
meet Santa, while many of the older guests 
brought their own dogs along to enjoy the day! 




















































































22 - THE GEM 


www.facebooLcom/slaniormnsem www.twitterxom/^em news 


Thursday, December 12th, 2013 



? We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail 
LETTERS AND EMAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS AND A CONTACT 

TELEPHONE NUMBER. AN EMAIL ADDRESS ALONE IS NOT SUFFICIENT! 

We will (in certain circumstances) protecta writer’s identity, if requested. Please keep your 
letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, DON JOHN, at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, 
Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7E OR email gemeditorial@tindlenews. co.uk 


Well done. 
The GEM! 


FTER read¬ 
ing the letter 
Lfrom Steve 
Reed in The GEM 
on November 28, 
over his concerns 
that our Vale MP 
was getting too 
much coverage in 
your newspaper, I 
thought I must put 
pen to paper to 
question his reason¬ 
ing. 

Is he seriously sug¬ 
gesting that our demo¬ 
cratically-elected MP 
should be denied the 
opportunity to comment 
on Vale matters, simply 
because your correspon¬ 
dent disagrees with his 
politics? 

I dare say that when 
your correspondent has 
had a chance to consider 
the implications of his 
letter, he might realise 


the absurdity of what he 
is suggesting; but I think 
there is another aspect to 
this matter which his let¬ 
ter alludes to - and that 
is the way the media in 
Wales appear to be 
manipulated by the 
Welsh Labour Party, and 
the notion by them that 
no other viewpoints, 
other than their own, can 
be tolerated. 

Another newspaper 
ironically refers to itself 
as the national newspa¬ 
per for Wales, whereas 
in reality it is nothing 
more than a mouthpiece 
for the Welsh Labour 
Party. 

So I say to The GEM, 
‘well done’ for allowing 
our elected MP to have a 
forum for his views, and 
keep up the good work 
of letting all political 
parties have their views 
aired. 

J Thomas, 

Barry. 


I MUST write to 
express my 
annoyance with 
the small number of 
Cowbridge anti¬ 
proposed housing 
activists, who are 
creating such a 
noise to make it 
look as though 
everyone is up in 
arms against the 
LDP proposals. 

It’s these NIMBY 
(Not In My Back Yard) 
objectors that if pushed, 
use only woolly conde¬ 
scending words for the 
plight of locals in need. 

For example, I and a 
number of local young 
married couples would 
be very pleased to obtain 
a home within the same 
town as our parents. 

I also know of others 


Be glad of MP’ 

w 


^ELL! 
What an 
old misery 
you are, Mr Reed - 
let’s be glad of Mr 
Cairns MP and his 
obvious interest in 
Barry town and its 
affairs. 

He does get about 
among us and is present 
at many civic meetings 


and concerts etc. 

He is most sociable, 
being highly commu¬ 
nicative and with a 
pleasing personality. 

What exactly is it 
that Mr Reed finds so 
objectionable? 

The meticulous atten¬ 
tion to numerical detail 
sounds a little paranoid 
to me. 

Mrs PI Weaving, 
Barry. 


Group’s aims 
are no secret 


MPs’ pay rise 
‘unacceptable’ 

IHE recommended pay rise of 11 
per cent for MPs announced last 
weekend beggars belief; it is 
incomprehensible, insensitive and totally 
unacceptable. 

Who on earth appoints these people onto remu¬ 
neration committees - or are those appointed the 
same people who agree bankers’ pay? 

A Member of Parliament is not a job where it is 
difficult to recruit - there is no scarcity of candi¬ 
dates willing to take on the work - and it’s not as 
though the pay is high in order to retain key 
employees. 

Perhaps a sensible way forward is to do away 
with remuneration committees and link MPs’ pay to 
the indices used for other state payments. 

What about the same annual percentage rise as 
pensioners, or the minimum wage, as the basis for 
salary increases for our political representatives? 
Dennis Harkus,Barry. 

LDP proposals: 

WE ARE NOT 
ALL OPPOSED’ 


I N his GEM col¬ 
umn last week. 
Vale MP Alun 
Cairns wrote that 
he thought it was 
mischievous for 
somebody to write 
to The GEM 
informing readers 
that he is a member 
of the free enter¬ 
prise group and 
what the group’s 
political aims are. 

Why does he think it’s 
wrong to have our atten- 


who would greatly 
appreciate the opportuni¬ 
ty of down-sizing to a 
smaller property. 

I read the recent GEM 
letter from three 
Conservative councillors 
squirming away from the 
reality of the LDP hous¬ 
ing proposals by pushing 
the developments onto 
Barry- when any sensi¬ 
ble minded person 
would recognise that 
Barry has for years 
accommodated a sub¬ 
stantial growth in hous¬ 
ing. 

These councillors 
don’t have the imagina¬ 
tion to recognise that the 
outlying towns and vil¬ 
lages require evolution 
to survive, and they only 
express similar conde¬ 
scending views to retain 
votes. 

Abbie Gear, 

Cowbridge. 


Special day 
at Maesteg 

I WRITE regarding the wonderful dis¬ 
play of Christmas lights, parade and 
magnificent fireworks in Maesteg on 
Saturday, December 7. 

Thanks must go to Richard and Frank and all the 
team at Centregreat, to Huw Jenkins for organising 
and co-ordinating the floats in the parade, organisa¬ 
tions who participated, the companies who donate 
their lorries - and all who helped with crowd con¬ 
trol in the town. 

A very special thank you to the small business 
traders in Maesteg, whose generosity this year was 
truly overwhelming in their donations towards the 
council’s fundraising efforts. 

However, the most important thanks must go to 
the people of the Llynfi Valley, for turning out in 
their thousands to make this community event (yet 
again) a very special day. 

Thank you one and all; and I would like to take 
this opportunity to wish you all a very merry 
Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Coun PW Jenkins 

(Deputy Mayor, Maesteg Town Council) 


£790 

raised 

for 

cancer 

fund 

T he 

Cowbridge 
committee of 
Cancer Research 
UK are pleased to 
report that £790 
was raised at our 
recent coffee morn¬ 
ing. 

We also received £90 
from Bob Clarke, who 
organised quizzes on 
some away trips on 
behalf of Cowbridge 
U3A. 

Thank you to all our 
supporters, and especial¬ 
ly to the person who 
donated a further £50. 
Merry Christmas! 

Fran Davies 

(on behalf of Cowbridge 

committee). 


American visitors’ concern for Cowbridge 

Threat to unique town’ 


Ws 


^E visit your 
shores on a 
regular basis 
for holidays and often 
make Cowbridge our 
base to visit various 
parts of the UK. We 
love the fact that 
Cowbridge is a his¬ 
toric market town 
with great charm and 
character, currently 
unspoilt by huge 
housing estates - 
unlike many equiva¬ 
lent English market 
towns. 

It is with dismay that 


we heard recently of the 
plans to build 390 hous¬ 
es at Darren Farm on the 
outskirts of the town. 

Our concern is that 
this proposal would 
destroy a beautiful 
greenfield site and mar¬ 
vellous views to the west 
of Cowbridge, thus 
potentially establishing a 
precedent for further 
development which 
would rob this unique 
market town of its 
unique and special char¬ 
acter. 

In addition, as parking Los Angeles, 
California. 


in Cowbridge, the devel¬ 
opment would add sig¬ 
nificantly to traffic and 
parking congestion 
which would impact on 
residents and visitors 
alike. 

We hope your readers 
will take our concerns 
into consideration and 
take the time to make 
representations to the 
council demanding that 
they think again. 
Matthew and 
Tara Busch, 


is already at a premium 

Customers are thanked 


tion drawn to his politi¬ 
cal thinking? 

Anyone can access 
the free enterprise web¬ 
site and see for them¬ 
selves this group’s poli¬ 
cy aims and what it 
would it mean if we get 
a majority Conservative 
Government in 2015. 

Mr Cairns says David 
Cameron rejects the free 
enterprise group’s sug¬ 
gestions - of course he 
does, with just over a 
year to the general elec¬ 
tion... 

G Smith, 

Llantwit Major 


S part of our 
Tesco 
Charity of 
the Year campaign 
to raise funds for 
Diabetes UK, we 
held a cycle to 
Lapland challenge 


with the help of my 
Barry Tesco Port 
Road team and 
raised over £500 for 
this great charity. 

I would like to thank 
all our Tesco customers 
who kindly donated over 


two days and our spon¬ 
sors Fontygary Caravan 
and Leisure Park for the 
use of one of the fitness 
bikes and Wardle Paints 
Ltd for the use of one of 
their vans. 

Gareth Langdon, 
Barry. 


Cowbridge needs new residents 


I FIRST came to Cowbridge in 1942. 

It is true that extra properties put 
pressure on local services, but servic¬ 
es tend to catch up. 

This is true of Cowbridge, where the 300-pupil 
grammar school has been replaced by a 1,200-pupil 
comprehensive school. 

The original doctors’ surgery has been replaced 
by a first class health centre. 

Charity work bars 
councillors from 
LDP discussion 


We also have a bowling green, tennis courts, 
cricket and rugby pitches, all of which need resi¬ 
dents to support them. 

Further housing will also bring increased busi¬ 
ness to the local shops and help Cowbridge to sur¬ 
vive as a unique shopping experience. 

M Hopkins, Cowbridge. 

Pity about that 
quiz tie break 


I WRITE regard¬ 
ing the draft 
LDP of the Vale 
of Glamorgan. As 
councillors, we 
would like to put 
forward the views 
of our constituents. 

However, all four of 
the longest-serving 
councillors are unable to 
do that as we are trustees 
of the Evan Jenkins 
charity. 

This charity has a 
small piece of land des¬ 
ignated as a candidate 
site for development. 

This land is in 
Ystradowen, not in 
Cowbridge, but the 
Standards Committee of 
the Vale Council has told 
us we are not allowed to 
speak or take part in any 


discussion on the draft 
LDP. 

I write this to let peo¬ 
ple in Cowbridge know 
that Couns Sue Cox, 
John Harris, Gwen Baty 
and Marian Arnold are 
only able to write as 
individuals to the Vale 
Council. 

Gwen Baty, 
Cowbridge. 


I WRITE in sup¬ 
port of Ms 
Deborah Fisher 
(GEM letters, 
November 28) as a 
member of the quiz 
team ‘Thatshallot’, 
who finished tied in 
first place with the 
Cowbridge History 
Society in the 
recent Rotary Club 
quiz. 

We also were disap- 


a tie break and also 
thought the prize fund 
would be pooled 
between the teams as in 
previous years. 

However, we were 
pleased to donate our 
prize of £100 to Prostate 
Cymru. 

Congratulations to the 
History Society and we 
look forward to compet¬ 
ing again next year. 

Graham Ager 
(Thatshallot), 

(Hon Sec, Cowbridge 
and Llanblethian 


pointed with the organis- ^^ ^ , 

ers’ decision to introduce Allotment Association). 


Carol singers’ double delight! 


Befuddled by statistics... 


R j 

C 


EADING Mr Carney’s 
letter in last week’s 
.GEM was an ordeal to 
get the gist of his argument. 

He states that the Welsh 
Government’s prediction of the Vale’s 
population in 2026 to be 132,500.1 
believe by my maths the prediction is 
for 2021, and I base it on the popula¬ 
tion taken from the 2001 Census to be 


129,292, to that of the 2011 Census 
having a 5.4 per cent increase. 

Mr Carney says that the population 
for the Vale in 2011 was 126,000 and 
using the same multiple of 5.4 per 
cent to the next Census in 2021, the 
figure arrives at 132,804. 

Facts and figures statistics and data, 
can be used to befuddle anyone. 

FMD Knill, 

Pendoylan. 



Valeways walks 

ON Thursday, December 19 at 10am, ‘All the way there and back again’ 
starting at the Plymouth Arms pub, St Fagans. 

On Friday, December 27 at 10.30am, Christmas/New Year special, start¬ 
ing at Rhoose Railway Station car park. 

On Saturday, December 28 at 10.30am, Christmas/New Year special, start¬ 
ing outside the Bridge Cafe, The Knap, Barry. 

On Monday, December 30 at 2pm, ‘Merry Cosmeston ’, starting at the visi¬ 
tor centre, Cosmeston Country Park. 


HILE I was relaxing 
at home on Friday 
evening, four lovely 
young ladies were out visiting 
the homes and pubs in St 
Athan village, carol singing. 

I was their last call of the evening 
and they sang beautifully, it was won¬ 
derful to hear. 

However, the main reason they 
called on me was to give me the £110 
they’d collected - to go to the charity 
I support. 

I have raised money for Cancer 
Research Wales at Velindre for many 


years, since my own cancer scare. 

Even though I am really embar¬ 
rassed to be seen above in my pjs 
(above), I wanted a photo to treasure, 
because I feel very pleased and hon¬ 
oured to have met these young ladies, 
and wanted to thank them once again 
so very much. 

Their kindness made me very 
emotional because, sadly, my Dad 
passed away at Velindre Hospital just 
a few weeks ago. Which makes my 
fundraising even more important. 
Pauline Eastment, St Athan 
(Postie/retired) 
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News from 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg 



ABOVE: CHAMPIONS ALL! 


Gym champs 
CONGRATULATIONS to the 
year-7 boys, year-8 and 9 boys 
and year-8 and 9 girls gymnas¬ 
tic teams on their recent suc¬ 
cess in the Wales Novices 
Gymnastic Championship on 
November 25. The three teams 
are now Welsh champions. 

Children in Need 

THIS year, the school celebrated 
Children in Need with a pyjama party 


and raised over £900. Thank you to all 
who contributed. 

Author’s visit 

RECENTLY, Gwasg y Lolfa came to 
the school to launch the ‘Mellt’ series 
of books for Key Stage 3 pupils. 

Year-7 were given the opportunity to 
meet the authors and question them 
about the books; this was followed by a 
creative writing workshop with one of 
the authors for year-9. The day was a 
great success. KH 


An evening of 
music thrills 
school audience 


ON November 27, 
Barry 
Comprehensive’s 
music department 
hosted an evening of 
music to showcase 
the school’s talented 
students. 

Performances ranged 
from solo trombones to a 
choir featuring the whole 
of year-7! The junior and 
senior vocal ensembles 
sang beautifully, and a 
real highlight was the 
percussion ensemble’s 
rendition of ‘Palladio’ by 
Karl Jenkins. 

The hall was packed 
with excited audience 
members, some of whom 
had to watch (safely!) 


from the lighting box as 
the hall was full to capac¬ 
ity 

Thanks to everyone 
who participated and to 
our audience for the great 
support. 

Engineering 

roadshow 

STUDENTS and staff 
at Barry 

Comprehensive wel¬ 
comed the Engineering 
Construction Training 
Board roadshow to the 
school on November 20. 

The visiting team pro¬ 
vided an enjoyable and 
interactive presentation 
to year-10 exploring the 
industry and its vital role 
in the UK. 

The roadshow also 



ABOVE: 

Jason Price singing 
‘Beyond the Sea. ’ 

(Photograph by 
Scott Nelson) 


gave the students infor¬ 
mation and advice about 
how they could pursue a 
career in this exciting 
and expanding industry. 

AC 



NEWS IN AND OUT OF 
CLASS FROM ST GYRES 


RIGHT: Year-8 football squad. 



Petty Officer cadet Daniel Parfitt. 


SENEDD VISIT 
YEAR-12 students 
at St Gyres recent¬ 
ly visited the home 
of Welsh democra¬ 
cy, the Senedd. 
Student, Shaneera 
Islam, wrote this 
account of the 
visit: 

“During our trip to 
the Senedd we went to 
the debating chamber, 
in which we debated 
two issues. The first 
issue was: ‘Is putting 
everyone automatical¬ 
ly onto the organ 
donor list a good 
idea?’ The second 
issue was whether or 
not the Welsh govern¬ 
ment should keep pay¬ 
ing part of Welsh stu¬ 
dents’ university fees. 

While in the debat¬ 
ing room, we learnt 
that the person who 
oversaw all the 
debates was Susan 
Butler. 

Labour has the 
largest number of 
seats, holding 30 of 
the 60 available. In 
the new debating 
room, there are view¬ 
ing spaces for the pub¬ 
lic to watch any 
debates (they take 
place on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 
1.30pm - 6pm). 

In the new debating 
area the members are 
all facing each other 
and have computers to 
complete any work 
while debating. 

Also in the new 
debating room we saw 
a gift donated to the 
Welsh Assembly from 
New South Wales in 
Australia (it looks like 
a golden trumpet) and 
it must always be in 
the debating chamber 
for a debate to take 
place as it represents 
the power of the 
Queen and the only 
time it isn’t needed is 
when she is present. 

We found out that 
the building is mainly 
made of Welsh materi¬ 
als (such as the slate in 
the front of the build¬ 
ing) and is eco-friend¬ 
ly- 

The visit was a 
great success with stu¬ 
dents enjoying them¬ 
selves and learning a 
good deal about 
devolved politics in 
Wales. 

PROMOTION 
YEAR-11 student, 
Daniel Parfitt, was 
recently promoted to 
Petty Officer Cadet. 

Everyone at St 
Cyres is proud of 
Daniel’s success and 
we were pleased to 
hear his account of the 
promotion: 

“I went to the MoD 
base, ‘Caledonia' to 
achieve the next rank 
in the Sea Cadets. It is 
the highest rank you 
can achieve in the Sea 


Cadets. To achieve this 
rank I attended a 
course in October for a 
week to be assessed 
for my suitability. I 
was constantly 
assessed on skills such 
as drill, presentation, 
practical leadership 
tasks and team work. 

I passed my board 
with distinction and I 
am the only POC in 
my Sea Cadets dis¬ 
trict.” 

SPORTS ROUND-UP 
5x60: THIS term has 
seen a number of 
new and exciting 
activities on the 5x60 
timetable with sports 
such as dodgeball, 
table tennis and girls’ 
basketball proving to 
be very popular. 

This year, an incen¬ 
tive scheme has been 
put in place for pupils 
in years 7 and 8, with 
the top eight attenders 
to 5x60 from each 
year group rewarded 
with a rock climbing 
trip in April! 

If you’d like the 
chance to win, remem¬ 
ber to attend as many 
5x60 activities as pos¬ 
sible. 

Table Tennis: In 
October, lestyn James, 
Izaac Follon, Joel 
Bertram and Luke 
Balde from year-7 and 
Colin Todd, Jiggy 
Rodriguez, Casey 
Thomas and Finlay 
Davies from year-9 
competed in the 5x60 
table tennis tourna¬ 
ment at Bro 
Morgannwg. 

Despite strong com¬ 
petition, both the year- 
7 and year-9 teams 
won a fantastic eight 
games placing them at 
joint fourth overall! 

Badminton: Aqsa 
Khan, Henna Khan, 
Saggal Abdillahi, 
Fatima Soomro and 
Najmah Musa from 
year-9 and James 
Head, Luke Davidson, 
Tomos Jones and Jon 
Cumming from year- 
10 competed in the 
5x60 badminton tour¬ 
nament at Penarth 
Leisure Centre. 

The teams faced 
some tough opposi¬ 
tion, but fought hard 
and had a thoroughly 
enjoyable day. 

Football: This term, 
pupils from year-8 
have had the opportu¬ 
nity to receive excel¬ 
lent football coaching 
once a month from 
Post 2 Post coaching. 
The boys have really 
enjoyed the sessions 
and can’t wait for the 
next one. 

Congratulations to 
Aiden Ellis and 
Shaquille Wynter- 
Coles on their selec¬ 
tion for the Region’s 
LD Football Squad! 

INTER-FORM 

GAMES 

THIS term has seen 
the start of the 


newly-formed year-7 
inter-form games. 
Each form will have 
the chance over the 
year to enter five dif¬ 
ferent tournaments. 

With up to five 
points up for grabs at 
each tournament, the 
pupils are eager to 
take part. At the end 
of the five tourna¬ 
ments, all points will 
be added up and the 
Inter-Form cup will be 
awarded! 

This term the tour¬ 
nament was dodgeball. 
With all five forms 
taking part the compe¬ 
tition was fierce! 
Congratulations to 
form PW on coming 
first and winning the 
five points. 

GIRLS ON EORM! 
ALL the girls’ bas¬ 
ketball teams played 
Stanwell this 
November and the 
year-7 team made a 
positive start. 

Some of the girls 
have only been play¬ 
ing a few weeks. 

They lost 12-6 but 
showed real potential 
for the future. Bethan 
Taylor and Sophie 
Thomas both scored in 
a game that created 
lots of scoring oppor¬ 
tunities. 

Shanaya Davies and 
Rebecca Gentles drib¬ 
bled well. Niamh 
Pemberton, Jodie Price 
and Daniella Purser 
performed really well 
defensively against 
some very tall 
Stanwell players. 

Chloe Morecroft, Thea 
Brice and Alex 
Haworth also made 
some super passes. 

The smaller year-8 
team managed to beat 
Stanwell 8-6 in a very 
close match. Rebecca 
Cummings, Alice 
Balde and Jade Bishop 
showed real competi¬ 
tive determination, 
winning lots of posses¬ 
sion for the team. 
Jessica Bailey, 
Kayleigh Parsons and 


Amelia Davidson 
helped to create the 
scoring opportunities. 

The year-9 team 
was our largest contin¬ 
gent of players. The A 
team drew 8-8 and the 
B team lost 20-12. 

The A team played 
some great basketball 
with Molly Owen- 
Ffoulkes and Megan 
Kupa creating lots of 
attacking opportuni¬ 
ties. They were ably 
supported by Sophie 
Burman, Lauren 
Mazloom, Najma 
Musa and Morgan 
Dursley. 

The B team had 
some girls who have 
only just started play¬ 
ing basketball. They 
acquitted themselves 
really well. Seren 
Rogers, Chloe Cotter, 
Laila Sama, Sagaal 
Abdilahi, Fatima 
Soomro and Ellie 
Holloway all played in 
an exciting match. 

The under-16 team 
was the final team to 
play their Stanwell 
counterparts. St Cyres 
were captained by 
year-10 Welsh interna¬ 
tional Carys Allen. 
There were four other 
girls from Year 10, 
including Evie Brown, 
Millie Baston, Gabby 
Dattero-Snell and 
Dion Ahmed (who 
played her first basket¬ 
ball match for the 
school). Molly Owen- 
Ffoulkes, Megan Kupa 


and Bethan Salter 
from year-9 completed 
the squad. 

Stanwell played 
their year-10 team and 
year-11 team in con¬ 
secutive quarters. 

After the first quarter, 
Stanwell were one 
basket ahead but by 
the third quarter St 
Cyres pushed ahead 
and were six points 
clear. Carys was sensa¬ 
tional, scoring from all 
areas of the court. 
Millie and Evie were 
superb and tireless in 
their runs up and down 
the court. 

Dion showed a real 
competitive edge when 
she came on and 
Gabby showed good 
vision. 

Molly scored a cru¬ 
cial basket, Megan 
was extremely fast 
running with the ball 
and Bethan worked 
really hard in defence. 
It was an astounding 
team performance. 

The Stanwell year- 
11 team made a 
momentous effort to 
try to make up the six 
point deficit in the last 
quarter. 

They managed to 
get it back to four 
points, but St Cyres 
managed to hang on 
and win 32-28. 

Our thanks go to the 
staff and pupils of 
Stanwell for a fantastic 
set of matches. 

M MEDDINS 
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RHOOSE LIFEGUARDS CELEBRATE 
THEIR ‘REWARDING’ YEAR AT AGM 



RHOOSE Lifeguards’ Club cele¬ 
brated another successful year of 
competitions, lifesaving awards 
and other events at its annual gen¬ 
eral meeting on Friday, November 
22 . 

The year 2013 has been a busy one 
for the club with members from the 
Nipper, Junior, Senior and Masters’ age 
groups congratulated on their efforts in 
the various competitions and awards 
achieved. 

As well as the excellent competitive 
performances over the year, the club 
also thanked all of its members, parents 
and helpers who are involved with com¬ 
mittee duties, fundraising and coaching 
help with the club; in particular, club 
captain Simon Parker thanked Sian 
Baron for her superb work in success¬ 
fully securing grants so the club were 
able to buy new equipment to support 
training and competitions. 

Throughout 2013 club members 
have also supported the RNLI and Vale 
Lifeguard service with 12 members 
worMng for the RNLI and a further 
seven working for the council patrolling 
at Fontygary. Rhoose Lifeguards look 
forward to continuing to work with both 
organisations as required to provide life¬ 
guard cover on the beaches in the Vale. 

The 2013 series of events started 
with the Stillwater pool competitions in 
early spring. The Rhoose Ski Race took 
place in May followed withby the sum¬ 
mer Welsh and GB Ocean 
Championships, completing the com¬ 
petitive element for the club. A group of 
Rhoose competitors also represented 
the club at the SWELL competition in 
Bournemouth towards the end of the 
summer. 

A number of the junior and senior 
members of the club travelled to 
Ireland, Portugal and Australia to com¬ 
pete as part of the Welsh Surf 
Lifesaving team. As well as the com¬ 
petitive element to the club’s activities 
there have also been fun days, social 
events and a Nipper ‘design a t-shirt’ 
competition. 

Everyone associated with the club 
has had a thoroughly enjoyable and 
rewarding time in 2013. 

A summary of the individual and 
club successes is listed below: 
Individual Awards. 

Nippers: most enthusiastic newcom¬ 
er - Gwenno Goode; most improved 
girl - Helen Jenkins; most improved 
boy - Dyfan Goode. Jake Bremner 
Award - Elbe Peterson and Jessica 
Wadey. Toudic Cup (Winner of the 
Nipper Race) - Oliver Wong. Nipper 
Outstanding Achievement Award - Cai 
Beasley, Ethan Wall, Cian Davies, 
Oliver Wong, Alfie Davies, Jason Grice, 
Elena Gibson, Evie Wong, Yasmin 
Davies, Moli Lyons, Emily Parker, 
Kiera Harris, Helen Jenkins, Ellie 
Peterson, Brooke Peterson, Jessica 
Wadey. 

Juniors and Seniors. 

Best First Year Junior(s) - Jessica 
Wadey and Ellie Peterson; most 
Improved paddler - Alex Parry; best 
junior - Kelsea Peterson. Toudic Cup 
(Overall Winner) - James Grandfield 
(Senior team). 

Masters: Kevin Rowlands Trophy - 
Karen O’Donoghue-Harris. 

Thanks to Elaine Edgerton for her 
time in collating aU of the results for this 
award. 

Welsh Team International 
Honours: Kelsea Peterson, Will Parker, 
Ellie Peterson, Jessica Wadey, Sara 


Phillips, Kathryn Gardner, Lauren 
Blake, Kirby Redrup, Rhys Perry, and 
Tanara O’Neill. 

Surf Life Saving and 
Competition Awards. 

Nipper SLSA awards: A number of 
Nippers were awarded SLSA Wales’ 
certificates. Congratulations to all those 
who achieved the above awards. 

Junior Surf Lifesaver award: Ruby 
Redrup, Elbe Peterson, Jessica Wadey, 
Jade Ashib, Katie Levett, Emily Price, 
Jason Grice, Alfie Davies, Helen 
Jenkins and Dyfan Goode. 

Racing Surf Ski award: Rhys 
Gardner, Michele Wall, Georgia Wab, 
Emily Baker, Sian Frith, Sian Laycock. 

NARS Surf Lifeguard Award: Paul 
Gardner, Lauren Bl^e, Tayla Edgerton, 
Laura Braggins, Kirby Redmp, Sara 
Phillips, James Grandfield, William 
Parker, Jon Foster, James Wadey, 
Thomas Parker, Luis Evans, Simon 
Perry, Rhys Perr and Riah Spickett. 

NARS Surf Lifesaver Award: Alan 
Wadey and Rob Lineham. 

Masters Surf Competition Award: 
Jon Martlew, John Arnold, Darren 
Cordon, Richard Davidson, Lauren 
Rowe, Stuart Wong, Sian Laycock, and 
Kate Jenkins. 

Overall Club Achievements. 

Nippers: Welsh Stibwaters - sec¬ 
ond; GB Stibwaters - 17th; Welsh Surf 
Championships - fourth; GB Surf 
Championships - 11th. Youth/Juniors: 
Welsh Stibwaters - fifth; GB Stibwaters 
- 13th; Welsh Surf Championships - 
third; GB Surf Championships - sev¬ 
enth. 

Seniors: Welsh Stibwater - sixth; 
GB Stibwaters - ninth; Welsh Surf 
Championships - second. 

Masters: Welsh Stibwaters - first; 
GB Stblwaters - second; Welsh Surf 
Championships - second; GB Surf 
Championships - fourth. 

Overall Club Ranking 

Welsh Super Club - second; Rhoose 
Ski Race - ^oose Lifeguards won the 
overall trophy. 

As well as the above Dave Cooper 
presented the Margaret Cooper Award 
to Lee Perry for his many years of hard 
work as Rhoose team manager. 

Simon Parker added the fobowing 
words of thanks: “Lee has decided to 
stand down as our team manager as he 
wib now be acting as team manager for 
the Wales senior and youth teams - so 
our loss but Wales’ gain. 

“During Lee’s involvement with the 
club as team manager he has given 
countless hours of his time - coaching 
poolside, taking board paddbng ses¬ 
sions and supporting the junior, seniors 
and masters teams in Wales and GB 
championships, in the pool and on the 
beach all over the country - always sup¬ 
ported by his wife Angela. 

“His ability to help and support 
members of all abilities has been fantas¬ 
tic and in each case it’s done with care, 
dignity and respect for each person as 
an individual. 

“His enthusiasm and commitment 
continues to spur all of us on, be it train¬ 
ing, competing or coaching - and we 
hope we can continue to benefit from 
his time poolside and on the beach when 
he can make it. Thank you Lee, for ab of 
your hard work over the years,” he 
added. 

Rhoose Lifeguards would like to 
thank again ab of the members, parents, 
coaches and friends of the club for their 
continued support - thanks for a great 
year! JF 
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Horse trader is 
ordered to pay 
£14,375 by court 


TOM PRICE of Swn Y 
Mor Stables, Broughton, 
Wick, appeared at Cardiff 
Crown Court on December 
9, on charges relating to 
‘horse passports’. 

Price pleaded guilty to 17 
charges under the Equine 
Identification (Wales) 
Regulations 2009 after failing to 
return 17 horse passports to the 
Horse Passport Agency to 
update them with his name and 
address. 

The 17 horses were originally 
seized by Carmarthenshire 
County Council as they were 
straying on the public highway. 
The horses were subsequently 
sold at Bridgewater horse sale 
after being microchipped and 
passported. 

Price purchased these horses 
for a total of £200. As required 


by law, he should have sent the 
passports back to the issuing 
body within 30 days for them to 
be updated with his details. 

However, a year later they 
were still registered as being 
Carmarthenshire Council prop¬ 
erty. 

The matter was referred to 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 
Trading Standards for investi¬ 
gation who brought proceed¬ 
ings against Price after requests 
to update passports went 
unheeded. 

Price, aged 49, who breeds 
gypsy cobs on a 40-acre small¬ 
holding near Cowbridge, had 
originally denied the allega¬ 
tions, claiming he sold the hors¬ 
es outside the auction to a man 
who was planning to take them 
to Australia. 

He later said they were not 
his horses as he was bidding on 


behalf of his cousin. 

He was fined £6,375 and 
ordered to pay £8,000 towards 
the Vale Council’s costs. 

The judge, Recorder 
Jonathan Ferris said: “As an 
internationally renowned 
breeder you know the rules. 

You told elaborate lies to dis¬ 
guise this offence.” 

A Vale Council spokesperson 
said: “It is important that all 
horses are correctly identified 
and that ownership details are 
correct in the passports to 
enable the traceability of horses 
during disease outbreaks, to 
ensure all meat entering the 
food chain is safe and to reunite 
owners with lost horses. 

“This authority will not tol¬ 
erate individuals flouting the 
rules. The seriousness of these 
offences is highlighted by the 
steep fine Mr Price has to pay.” 


Festive gathering at the 
Talbot Community Centre 


MEMBERS of Talbot Community Centre 
dining club gathered on December 6 for 
a festive celebration - thanks to a gift 
from a national charity. 

The Talbot Diners has had a winter celebration 
grant from Age Cymru as part of a campaign to 
combat loneliness and isolation. The Kenfig Hill 
based group used the money to hold festive events 
during the winter months to support vulnerable 
older people in the local area. 

Mrs Cheryl Butcher from the Talbot Community 
Centre said: “We’re so pleased to receive this gen¬ 
erous grant from Age Cymru. This has given us the 

SLOANgCe 

★ Gifts. 
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EXCLUSIVE PURSES AND 
A HUGE RANGE OF 
FESTIVE 
CLOTHING 
TREATS, 

INCLUDING 
LITTLE 
RUDOLPH 
HERE! 

SANTA 
WOULD BE 
PROUD. 

GIFTS 
FROM £2.99 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

8 Pound Field, Llantwit Major 
Vale of Glamorgan, Wales CF61 1 DL 

Tel: 01446 794642 

Open 24 Hours A Day at: 
www.sloancompany.co.uk 

f x; Follow US on Facebook/ 
r, SloanandCompany 



opportunity to hold a fun-filled day for older people 
in Kenfig Hill and the surrounding area who might 
otherwise miss out the Christmas spirit. 

“Thanks to Age Cymru, through the Spread the 
Warmth campaign, we can give our local older peo¬ 
ple a day to remember and some company over the 
festive period”. 

Age Cymru is joining forces with older people’s 
groups across Wales to help combat loneliness dur¬ 
ing the winter months. 

Victoria Lloyd, Age Cymru’s director of influ¬ 
encing and programme development said: “We’re 
pleased to give the Talbot Community Centre this 
gift through the Spread the Warmth campaign, to 
combat loneliness during the cold winter months. 

“Our campaign highlights the importance of 
looking out for older people in winter and we’re 
delighted to be able to support local groups with 
this important work.” 



Plaid man wins 
a council seat 

PLAID Cymru’s Tim Thomas last week 
won the Penprysg by-election for a seat on 
Pencoed Town Council with 56 per cent of 
the vote. Mr Thomas, who is also prospec¬ 
tive parliamentary candidate for the 
Ogmore constituency, is Plaid’s first town 
councillor in Pencoed. 



Family’s plea after son’s 
tragic nut allergy death 


I Report by PHILIP IRWIN | 

A ST DONATS FAMILY has put out an 
appeal for people with nut allergies to 
take more care after the tragic death of 
their son at the age of 38. 

Andrew Turner died when he was at a friend’s 
house in the Vale, and took a piece of bread to taste 
some left over soup - not realising that it contained 
nuts. 

That small amount caused an anaphylactic shock 
and the emergency service were unable to save him. 

It came as an enormous shock to his family - 
mother Claudette, father Ian, brother Anthony and 
sister-in-law Michelle. 

Claudette Turner told The GEM: “Andrew was 
diagnosed with the allergy at the age of three. We 
suspected a horse hair allergy and when he was test¬ 
ed they found one for nuts as well. He also suffered 
from asthma.” 

However, Andrew proved to be a very sensible 
child and he took great care with what he ate. He 
could even smell nuts on people’s breath, and would 
feel unwell as a result. 

The question of whether he should carry an 
‘epipen’ - a device to give a rapid dose of adrenalin 
- simply never arose. 

Claudette said: “Andrew lived a very full life and 
made a huge number of friends. He went to school 
in Monmouth and later on he travelled a lot, teach¬ 
ing English. 

“He lived in Italy for three years, and also in 
Poland - he was going out with a Polish girl.” 

After travelling, he settled in Bristol, where he 
had a teaching post, although he had been off work 
with a period of ill health, and had returned to the 
Vale, where he kept busy by teaching part-time in 
Swansea. 

Only recently, he had accepted a teaching posi¬ 
tion in Cardiff. 

Claudette said: “Andrew was popular, and also 
very musical. He played the piano, was teaching 
himself guitar and harmonica, and sang in a band.” 

He had a wide repertoire, singing Bob Marley and 
Prank Sinatra! It was Claudette who introduced him 
to Sinatra. He also had a love of playing the blues. 

Andrew’s funeral, on December 3 at Our Lady 



and St Illtyd’s RC Church, attracted many mourners 
- friends Andrew had made throughout his life. 
They travelled from as far afield as Scotland, the 
West Country and even from America. 

A spokeswoman for Anaphylaxis UK, a charity 
that aims to raise awareness of the dangers of aller¬ 
gies, told The GEM: “There are lots of factors that 
can contribute towards an individual’s sensitivity at 
any particular time.” 

She said that allergies can become more (or less) 
severe with time, but other contributory factors may 
include: 

• General health at the time of exposure to the 
allergen. 

• How much of the allergen they have been 
exposed to (eaten in the case of food allergy) 

• The presence of co-existing asthma, particularly 
if poorly controlled at the time 

• Medications they may be taking 

• Exercise, 

She added: “Surviving a severe reaction can 
depend on factors such as how soon they receive 
emergency medication and the first aid treatment 
following the reaction (e.g. it’s vital to lie the patient 
down if they are suffering dizziness or loss of con¬ 
sciousness). 

Further information on this condition can be 
obtained from Anaphylaxsis UK, www.anaphylax¬ 
is, org.uk 


Council gets £66,500 
for recycling efforts 


THE Bridgend County 
Borough Council has been 
awarded £66,500for recy¬ 
cling projects by the Welsh 
Government. 

This was included by Minister 
for Natural Resources and Food, 


Alun Davies AM in his 
announcement of £2.3 million 
capital funding for four Welsh 
councils to support recycling 
activities. 

Powys County Council will 
receive £1.19m, Newport City 
Council will receive £967,00, 


and Swansea City Council 
£152,978. 

Mr Davies said: “This funding 
will support projects that help 
local authorities to meet our 
recycling targets as we work 
towards a zero waste juture for 
Wales. ” 


Victim of Barry 
man had ‘multiple 
facial fractures’ 


AFTER assaulting a man, striking him 
unconscious, his attacker told him: 
“Everything is going to be alright. I’ll call 
an ambulance,” Cardiff Crown Court has 
heard. 

David Evans (23) was taken to the University 
Hospital of Wales and treated for injuries which 
included multiple facial fractures, said prosecutor 
Jonathan Bushell. 

Haydn Dance (27) of Blythe Close, Barry, admit¬ 
ted inflicting grievous bodily harm and was jailed 
for 16 months, the sentence suspended for two 
years. 

Judge Niclas Parry told him: “This was an irra¬ 
tional act of really serious violence. You caused 
injuries which were undoubtedly serious, but you 
didn’t intend that they would be serious. 

“Only custody can be justified, but you didn’t 
intend those injuries, and you’ve been in custody for 
some time, and there was an element of provocation. 
You also did everything to help the victim.” 

Mr Bushell said that Mr Evans visited a friend in 
Barry and had a confrontation with Dance. 

Dance swung a punch and knocked Mr Evans 
unconscious. 

He then “loomed over him” and told him every- 


CROWN COURT REPORT 
by AJ SICLUNA 


thing was going to be alright, and he had called an 
ambulance. 

Mr Evans went to his mother’s home, his clothes 
covered in blood. 

In addition to the multiple facial fractures, he also 
had chipped teeth. 

The injuries, doctors concluded, were consistent 
with him having received multiple blows. 

Dance later alleged Mr Evans had been drunk and 
verbally abusive, and he had acted in self defence. 

Mr Evans said in his witness impact statement, 
which was read out in court, that in the following 
weeks, he could not eat solid foods, struggled to 
sleep and was concerned about his appearance. He 
also said that he was no longer the same person. 

Dance was said to have convictions for offences 
including affray and burglary. 

He was also ordered to carry out 300 hours 
unpaid work and to observe an electronically tagged 
curfew between 6.30pm and 6am, until March 7. 

He was also banned from entering any licensed 
premises until January 7, and was ordered to pay 
£100 victim surcharge. 
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Solar’s Snowball Sale! 
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Blind 1 * Blind 2 • Blind 3 * Blind 4 
10% 20% 30% 


40% * 
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ONE VISION AREI 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306 


01656 349 281 




wwvw.onevlsionltd.co.uk 


SOLAR 

DAYTONA 


North Road, Bridgend 

Unit 3F, Palmerston Road, 


Industrial Estate, Bridgend 

Barry 


1 CF313TP 

Tel: 01446 740842 


1 Tel: 01656 663800 

www.solarsunshades.co.uk 




VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 

SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 

TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP &TUNE IN SERVICE 
ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07980 702229 / 01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
y COVERING ALL AREAS J 


ital 

Aerials 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired 
Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 33± ±60 
or Barry 0±446 743267 
_ www.lst-digital.co.uk _ 

<Jij ^[|(ll0cQg3 Q0Cf^5(i^ > 

BARRY & VA1£ DAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PR OBLEMS 

01446 420784 "g 
07970 642537 ^ 

www.bairyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 


^BLIND SALEI^ 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

GEPiUINE 
15% OFF 
SALF^ 





Tel: 01656 858997 
Mob: 07970 764590 




BUILDTECH 

Extensions, Loft Conversions, 
New Build etc 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

S 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 
masonwise.builders@hotmail.com 
44 Newlands Street, Barry 



GRABit 


Building 

Contractors 

Grab Hire 
Plant Hire 

^01446 700535 


RJ.T 

PLASTERING 
& GENERAL 
BUILDER 

Flat/Fibre Glass, Roofs, 

Damp Proofing^ 

Refurbishments. 

Best Prices. 

Free estimates. 

01446 450088 
or 07920 195775 


• All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 

• Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


Tel 01446 773158 
07779 713604 anytime 


3(iia[i(ii3cQ§r 


Baiwim 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 


■■S' 


Dry Carpet 
Cleaning Specialist 

Have your 
carpets 
cleaned in 
time for 
Christmas! 


Free Estimates 
01656 648043 


GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


01446 741460 
07830 480569 


GRIFFITHS carpentry; 

All aspects of Carpentry work 

Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 790384/07803 696451 

www.rgriffithscarpentry.com 


Cowbridge 
Cleaning Company 

Office & Carpet 
Cleaning Specialists 
Have your carpets 
cleaned for Christmas. 
We guarantee to beat 
any quote. 

Telephone Cowbridge 
01446 776411 
07923014660 






TheGEM 

Reaching the people from Penarth to Porthcawl 

01446 774484 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~ Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 


VfiLE CARPETS 

*7^ (3<vifiet 

comed^ to- <f<M- 

lOO’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


Does 
your 
business 
need a 
boost? 

Why not use 

The GEM 

to promote 
your company. 

Call 

01446 

774484 
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TOM 

EASTMENT 


INTERIOR PAINTER 
& DECORATOR 


Clean, tidy & reliable 

01446 750114 
07714 194679 


NH 


Painter &\ ] 


Decorator 


r^TEVE AIREYS 

Decorating Services 


Fora 
Free 
Quote. 


Internal 
& External 
Painting, 
Decorating. 
Coving. 
Fully qualified. 


01446 795520 
07891 768151 A 




Time served, Qualified Professional, 
Fast, Clean and Tidy Worker. 

All Insurance Work Undertaken 




DukpcAs^t BW 

_ ...OMiMiin m H|H 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 


01446 772702 or 07505 979078 



STADRE 

PAINTING 
& DECORATING 


► Inferior/Exterior 

► Cleon, Friendly 

► Professional 

► No job too small 


07791 752532 

grussell @ live.co.uk 


Bryan Hicks 

Painting 

Decorating 

Si>eciaUst 

Est 1981 
Interior - Exterior 

01446 776203 
07544 169855 


Daisy 

Decorating 
& Design 


Female run business 
? Interior Decorating 
Service 


Phone loy any day 
before 8pm 
on 07754 809090 


®®Qa[b[l© 


All Double Glazing Repairs & Maintenance 

puc-Y, Aluminium & Timber Windows 

• Misted Units inc. Bevels 
& Stains 

• Broken Handles/Hinges 

• Door Locks Repaired & Upgraded 

• Replacement Door Panels ^^^advice'^'^'’ 

• New Rubber Seals and insurance 

• Fully Qualified Locksmith QUOTATIONS 






Over 30 Years Experience in all aspects of 
uPVC AND Aluminium window and Door Repair 
Do you have any of the following problems...? 

Misted-up Double Glazing • Broken Hinges 
Seized Patio Door Rollers • Faulty door Locks 
Seized Handles • Draughts • Broken Letter Box • Leaks, etc 
If so phone for a free estimate and advice 


FREEPHONE COWBRIDGE 0800 169 5171 

We offer a competitive and friendly service to the Vale and surrounding area 

TRY US FOR NEW UPVC WINDOWS AND DOORS 
8 am - 8 pm (7 days) 


uunaow Tme uk 

• Window and Door Repair • 


STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 

01656 783594 
or 

07877 558525 


* Septic Tank * 
Xesspit Emptying ^ 
’'IVeatment Plants” 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 
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Dave RefFell 

Electrical Services 
Approved Contractor 

/s; 


I_I Scheme 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

dmrefrell@hotmail.co.uk 


ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 


Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 


APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


A. Bradley 

Electrician 

• All electrical work undertaken 
' Honest, reliable, qualified service 
No job too small. Coll Andy 

07771 781748 
01446 722002 

ondy.bradley] @hotmail.co.uk 


I Electrical 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 
Testing, Inspection 
& Certification 






Washing Machines Electric 
Cookers, Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your own home 

Freephone 0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i985oi 




Cowbridge &Vale Electrical 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

National Inspection Council for 
Electrical Installation Contracting 


01446771655 J, 
07885347642 I 


Approved Contractor 


Lilford Electrical 

Design, installation and testing 
for homes and businesses 
_ Contact Rob: 

BSSSB 01446 796905 
858514 

Approved Contractor rclilfOrd@gmail.COm 

—J Fast-Polite • Professional 


Does 
your business 
need a boost? 

Why not use 

The GEM 

to promote 
your company. 

Call 

01446 
774484 




WE SELL 


BOTTLED 

GAS 

Free Local Delivery 
and Collection 


Tel. 01446 771999 
Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park, 
Llandow 

www.randt.co.uk 


‘DC Fhmbin^ 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

^ 0t444«1lf?1 


MMARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No jo^ 
too small 

07526125982 







LUMBERJACK 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


Welcome to our Winter Service 

^ Tree, Hedge & Bush Removal 
^ Dead Leaves Gathered & Removed 
^ Site & Garden Clearance 
^ Drive Ways Cleared of Snow 
^ Guttering & Fascias ^ All Jobs Considered 
^ All Waste & Byproducts Removed for Free 
^ Fencing & Gravel Patches 
Free Estimate, Fully Insured, Sam to 8pm, 7 Days a Week 


www.lumber-jacks.co.uk 
01446 728197 or 07500901065 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Q ? ft Plumbing & Heating 

II 01446 735 681 or 07815 097 99424hrs 
IB" Combination Boiler Specialist 
I " Annual Boiler Service only £40y^ 

For all your plumbing and heating requirementsy^^ 
All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 

Fast, Friendly Service. 


IMA HOME & k 
TT GARDEN n 
MAINTENANCE 


All jobs considered. 
Sensible Prices. 


01656 722673 
07532 470526 


i Arborwood Tree Care 


K 

Tree priming • Crown lifting 
Tree felling • Dangerous tree work 
^^^^rollarding • Dead wooding • Hedge cutting 
I Tree dismantling • Root pruning 

H Ground clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote. Fully insured. 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


S.M. Vaughan 

MMERCIA. 

A 


HEATING & PLUMBING - DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, IV Verion Ind. Estate, Bairy 



Bridge Vrle Tree Services 


cnpriaiictc in felling, pruning, 

OMCUdllbla III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees thinning out and 

TOTAL DISMANTLING 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free Quons - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Teh 01446 113851 
SITE CLEARANCE or 0T921 902T29 


GARAGE DOOR 
SERVICES 

The garage door specialists 


All types of doors 
supplied, fitted & repaired 
Over 15 years experience. 
Same day repairs. 


07783 703366 
01446 743181 

www.gdsdoors.co.uk 


W&J Lewis 


SERVICES 

For all types of 
garden work. 

07830 228877 
01446 406457 


JOHN 

SARTAIN 

Plumbing 
& Tiling 




01446 

794266 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing • Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 




Uohkdm 
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The 
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Free estimates, fully insured. 
• Landscaping • Fencing 
• Decking • Hedge Cutting 

• Garden Clearance 

• Patios and Paving 
Call Paul on 01446 

736525 or 07815 319427 
WE ARE QUALIFIED, 
RELIABLE AND LOCAL! 


K&A Handyman i 


“A family ran bastness” 


All aspects of general maintenance, 
carpentry, painting, decorating, carpet 
cleaning, gardening, garden 
& household rubbish clearance. 


No task: to big or small, Jast ask! 


Contact: 07970 711879 or 01446 720840 


V«l« itianaM Uindow. 
CoirtirtdoeCF717Pf j ^ 

T«Ai 01449 77M02< 



Plan ahead for 2014 

The GEM reaches 43,000 homes. 
Give us a call to promote your business. 

01446 774484 
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11 rp Plastering 
ll/rServices 


All aspects of plastering, 
also building and 
maintenance work 
undertaken. 

Call now for free quote. 

Td. 07915 390029 


GUY FORD 

Quality Plastering 
Service 

No job too small 

FREE QUOTES 

07812093098 


Cowbridge & Vale 

PLASTERERS 


All Interior and 
Exterior work 
Free Quotes 


Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


Bonny Tiler 

Wall & Floor TUing SpeciaUstsj 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom instalkition 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service ' 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459^ 
www.bonnytiler.co.uk 





<rTg/@g)(d ii®GP Dallas: 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Roofing 
specialists 

S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.nniddletonroofing.co.uk 




Big Bag Logs 


Seasoned Logs 
Delivered to your door 

Logs are delivered in the big bags 
Use straight out of the bag 
Call PREMIERTURF 

Mobile 07815 861864 
Phone 0I443 237439 




U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- odd jobs 

Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 


MAN WITH 
AVAN 

Low hourly rote, 
no job too small, 
fully insured. 

01656 861120 
07789 075104 


INSTA 

SKIP HIRE LTD 



FIREWOOD 


Seosoofd A Kih Dned 

Call 01446 771567 
(Of txilk wmter Oeala 



Mini, Midi & Large 
Buiiders Skips 

Delivered & Collected 


• Fast 8c Efficient 
Service 

• Friendly Staff 

• 95% of our waste 
is recycled 

• Highway permits 
arranged when 
required 


Mini 


Midi 


Builders 
\ Maxi / 


Unit I2F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 

01446 421072/733773 

Email mstallskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 


To|i»4j« . Ufdl 4^. 
Uarrtowt. CoMtvtckt* 
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[SCRAP YOUR CAR LEGALLY 


GEM 
can help 
your 

company 
grow! 
Plan your 
2014 

marketing 

now. 

Call us on 
01446 
774434 
for more 
information 



©©[lI®®] ®lf [l5iLl®Q®G/3CfQg] 


VEHICLE RECYCLING' 
& SCRAP METALS 


We buy any: Car, Van, Lorry, Bus, 
Scrap Metal, Gold and Silver etc. 

UPTO£20,000'S7 

We will beat any price local lyElSSSS lor: 
Copper, Lead. Brass, Aluminium, 
Stainless Steel, Household Wire, 

_ Armour Cable, etc. 


§ 

(i»-= 


tCitiftCVK? 

Driving Schooi Ltd 
Oirishiias Spedal Gift Vouchers 

• 10 lessons from £150 
• Under 17s lessons from £23 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


LANEWISE ^ 

DRIVING SCHOOL 


First 3 hours 
from £39 for 
total beginners 


Xmas vouchers 
available 


01446 719555 
07798 501267 


Registered 
^ with the DVLA 
and Environmental 
Agency in Barry 
funder the New Scrap 
Metal Dealers 
Act 2013 


We collect: 
insurance or 3rd party 
writeoffs • Car Shells 
Engines & Gearboxes 



Call us today on 

01446 701707 

(24 Hours) ~ 
Trade Car Sales - check our stock at 
www.cardiffscraDmetal.co.uk 


NEW & USED TYRES ^ 

fitted at competitive rates while you 


duvJII^^ 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

£125 minimum paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 


ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 


TUITION 


Qualified & experienced 
teacher offering tuition 
of English, French 
and Spanish to both 
children and 
adults (beginners up 
to A-Level). 

Tel: 01446 420035 
or 07814 257641 


^ Susan Viant 
Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 

(evenings) 



Barry’s newest car 
dismantling facility 
registered with the 
environment agency, DVLA 
&Vale of Glamorgan Council 


Immediate payment of up to £ 10,000 

MOT hilures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead 
/Aluminium / Stainless steel 
/ Computer boards / Electric cable 
and catalytic converters 


Free of Charge: 

• Light demolition 

• Factory/Farm Clearances 
•All grades of metal taken 

• Ferrous or non-ferrous 

• Household appliances 

• Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY vYVYw.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 549526 


Thursday, December 12th, 2013 

ADVERTISE HERE £12 inc. VAT - box for 2 weeks. To 
take advantage of this offer simply either send in your 
description along with a cheque for the appropriate 
amount made payable to The Glamorgan GEM’ at The 
GEM, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 7EL 
or telephone us with your wording by 12 noon Tuesday. 
All major credit cards accepted. Tel 01446 774484. 
Advert must contain a residential land line telephone 
number. You may alter your advert as items are sold. 
Sorry no refunds are given. 


Shower Bath, 
Glass Screen, 
Taps, Shower 
& Ladder 
Towel Rail 

All unused-still boxed 

£200 

01446 760602 

49/50 


SLIMLINE 

STAIRLIFT 

VGC for standard straight 
stairs. Comes fitted and 
guaranteed by trained 
engineer. £750 

Tel 01446 711739^^ 



Solid oak 
table plus 8 
oak chairs 

(2 Carvers) Easily 
seats 10. Loose 
quality seat covers 
included. £500 
07778125088 


Hotpoint Fridge 
Freezer 

Model No. FFL 181 OX. 
Graphite Silver, 15 months 
old. Cost £450 (as new). 

£280 

Homelite 80 bar 
pressure washer 

Used once as new. £35 ono 

01446 421687 50 



Ercol Golden 
Dawn 
Cupboard 

36” x 17”x24” 
Excellent condition 

£285 

07790 938576 


15” Laptop 

Completely rebuilt 
through open 
university, full 12 month 
warranty, windows 7 
professional installed, 
hasn’t been used. 

£150 

01656 662473 50 


Hankook 
Snow & 
Winter Tyres 

245/45 R 17 
Fantastic snow tyres 

£90 pair 

(Cost £360 new) 

01443 238648 

Vax Rapide 
Deluxe Electric 
Carpet Cleaner 
(As new) 

£50 ono 

01656 652813 

Belgium oak 2 
sealer settee 

In dark green 
leather, good 
condition. 

£100 

01446 737804,, 

Electric hoist 

used to lift 
wheelchair/mobility 
scooter into vehicle. 

£250 

01656 720326 
07875 680723 

Giant Bikes 

Lightweight ladies & 
gents hybrid bikes. 
Model DX 

Expression, 21 gear 
Shimano 

(As new £125 each 
01446 774996,,,, 

TheGlM 

01446774484 


CLASSIFIEDS 

• Family 

Announcements 

• Recruitment 

• Buying & Selling 

• Trade • Property 

• Birthdays 

• Anniversaries 

• Graduation 

• Births etc 

OEM 

to reach all the people 
you need to! 

Call 

01446 774484 

for friendly, helpful advice. 

gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk 
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KlaQOail 

Classic Stales 


tuie 

Goes Mobile 

^ Tel: 07715361428 (From the New Year) | 

Kath would like to thank all her 
clients for their support over the 
last 18 years and hope to continue ^ 
I to provide their hairdressing needs \ 
in the comfort of their own home. 

Kath & Monica wish all their clients 
a very Merry Christmas and a 
Healthy and Happy New Year. 



# 

; 




Lilian Hook 
of Clacton, Essex 

would like to wish all 
her family and friends in 
Barry and ^oose a 

Merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. 


♦ 

♦ 

♦ 

% 

: 

4 

\ 


JCeonor Meredith 

Would like to wish friends <§■ 
neighbours a very Merry Christmas 
and aJdappy jfew/pear. 



To a special lady... 

Rona Griffiths 

of Barry i 

Enjoy your celebrations, 

and Party in style... \ 

(Friday, 13 th December) 

Go, girlfriend! 

Love from Jan Chapman X 

(People like you make me look sensible!) 


Keith <Ien1cins 


21s?B^^day 

16 December 2013 
(Baby of the family) 

We are all wishing 
you 

iv^irthHav Loads of love, 

Mum, Katie, 
Liam, Hannah, Amy, 
James, Chantelle, 
Colin, Spencer, 
Joel & Caleb xxx 






Thank you. 

Glen Davies would like to say 
a huge thank you to the very 
kind person who recently 
handed in her handbag into 
Bridgend Tesco. 


MANSFIELD 

Jack 

Sadly, on December 4th, Jack aged 87 years 
of Buttrills Road, Barry (formerly of Baggett’s 
Shoe Shop, Holton Road, Barry) passed away at 
Llandough Hospital. Dearly loved husband of 
Glenys, father of Robert (Jack), Nicola and Julie, 
father-in-law of Julie and “Pap” to his seven 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren. 

Resting at AG Adams & Son, Barry until his 
funeral service at Holy Trinity Presbyterian Church, 
Trinity Street, Barry on Monday, December 16th at 
11.00am, followed by cremation at the Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry at 12 noon. 
Family flowers only please, donations if desired, 
may be made to the church fund in memory of Jack. 




WEBBER 
Glenys Sybil 

Peacefully at Springbank Nursing Home, Barry on 
9th December 2013, aged 86 years. Loving mother 
to Peter, Christine and Christopher, cherished 
grandmother and great-grandmother. She will be 
greatly missed by all her family and friends. 
Resting at AG Adams & Son Funeral Home, Gladstone 
Road, Barry until the service in the chapel on 
Wednesday 18th December 2013 at 10.15 am, followed 
by a committal service at the Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Port Road East, Barry at 11.15am. 
Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home. 


MILSOM 

Kenneth William 

Suddenly on December 5th at his home in 
Boverton, Llantwit Major, Ken, beloved husband 
of Val, dearly loved father of Kevin and Angela, 
treasured Grandad of Johnathan and Jessica. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & Sons, 
Fonmon. Funeral Monday December 23th, service 12 
noon at Bethesda Fro Chapel, Eglwys Brewis, followed 
by cremation at Coychurch Crematorium, Bridgend 
at 1.30pm. Flowers may be sent to the Funeral Home 
or donations in lieu, if desired, to British Heart 
Foundation c/o J James, 11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, 
Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 


MARSHALL 

Georgia Leigh 

Sadly taken from us on November 30th at home. 
Georgia Leigh, cherished daughter of Richard 
and Glenda. Fun loving sister of Amy, Chris, 
Lee, Josh, Charlie and Jamie. Georgia will be 
greatly missed by all who loved and knew her. 

Further enquiries to Lyndsay Ellis @ The Vale Funeral 
Service, 01446 407962. 


THOMAS S.R.N. 

Eira Mary 

Passed peacefully on December 7th. Much loved 
and devoted wife of John, loving mother to 
Andrew and Paul, nana to Zoe and Luke. Will 
be sadly missed by family and friends. 

Funeral service at Coychurch Crematorium on 
Thursday, December 19th 2013 at 1.15pm. Family 
flowers only. Any enquiries contact Andrew of 
Thomas Brothers, Cowbridge. Tel: 01446 775681. 
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Send your Christmas Greetings 
^ through The GEM! 

Prioes from £1S+VAT 
Tei: 01446 774484 or e-maii: 
gemsales@tindlenews.co.uk: 
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Jed House 
'&2BedFlaK^ 
avaUable in Barry 

CH, DG, Bond Required. 
£130 pw - Flat 
£175 pw - House 

07916 315977 
01446 620200 



PUBLIC NOTICE 
LICENSING ACT 2003 

Brent O’Neill trading as 
Draintech Services LTD 
of Atlantic House, 
Charnwood Park, 
Bridgend, CF31 3PL is 
applying for a license to 
use the above premises 
as an operating centre 
for two goods vehicles 
and one trailer. 

Owners or occupiers of 
land (including buildings) 
near the operating centre 
who believe that their use 
or enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, 
should make written 
representations to the 
Traffic Commissioner at 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds 
LS9 6NF stating their 
reasons, within 21 days 
of this notice. 
Representors must at the 
same time send a copy 
of their representations 
to the applicant at the 
address given at the top 
of this notice. A Guide to 
making representations 
is available from the 
Traffic Commissioner’s 
Office. 



Vale Dog 

cTd Grooming 
Cowbridge, 
CF7I 7UL 


Full Professional 
Service 

Pick up & drop off 
available 

01446 760 236 
07854 30 10 20 


News from the 
Fonmon Apiary 


WINTER may be officially 
here, but the weather is not yet 
wintry and, as a consequence, 
the bees are still active, as I 
have commented on previously 
when bees are active they must 
have access to food to meet 
their energy demands. 

This year saw a summer put in an 
appearance and the bees took advan¬ 
tage of this; their immediate needs of 
pollen and nectar were satisfied, and 
some colonies have made excellent 
provision to face the winter period. 

However, I have been feeding 
some of the colonies to ensure that 
they do have sufficient stores to get 
through the winter - although, as we 
are aware, the winter is not quite with 
us yet. 

The current temperatures are tend¬ 
ing to be in the 9 to 12 degrees centi¬ 
grade range and this is seeing 
colonies still sending out foragers, 
who are finding pollen and nectar 
thanks to the blooms in our gardens 
and parks. The shorter days do mean 
that the bees have less time to bring 
in supplies and they will broach so- 
called winter stores to meet their 
energy demands. 

At this time of the year, the colony 
should have formed their winter clus¬ 
ter, and their demands on winter 
stores should also be limited. This 
cluster (ball of bees) has the queen in 
the centre and the bees, regardless of 
the external conditions, carry out tem¬ 
perature control of the ball in order 
for them to survive and be ready for 
action when spring arrives. However, 
as I am pointing out, things are not 


quite going to plan. I am going to 
have to keep my eye on things within 
the apiary and provide more feed for 
the bees to keep them from possible 
starvation as the winter stores are 
consumed. 

Herein lies the dilemma facing the 
beekeeper: when temperatures drop, 
ie below 9 degrees centigrade the 
bees will become inactive, they do 
not actually hibernate as other insects 
do. 

They are semi-comatose and not 
prone to much activity, so offering 
feed may well be a waste of time 
because the bees will not be inclined 
or be able to avail themselves of what 
you hope will be a survival kit. 

The stores within the hive are cru¬ 
cial to the colony’s survival! I will 
not be at all surprised to hear of 
colony die-outs come spring of next 
year as a result of these unseasonable 
conditions that are currently upon us. 

So all beekeepers must assess the 
needs of each colony and if need be, 
offer supplementary supplies well in 
advance of any colder conditions, so 
that the bees can process and correct¬ 
ly store such additions. These are 
tough times for the bees and beekeep¬ 
er alike, so I shall watch and listen 
with interest as the year terminates 
and a new one begins. 

Do not forget that not only will 
starvation cause colony losses, but 
also the Varroa Mite will be with the 
bees in their winter cluster, adding to 
their problems. 

Will winter show up ? Perhaps! I 
will keep you informed as to how I 
get on. 

Harold Williams 


Commissioner 
meets Porthcawl 
community over 
policing matters 



THE South Wales Police and 
Crime Commissioner, Mr 
Alun Michael, attended the 
December meeting of 
Porthcawl Shout Eorum as its 
guest speaker. 

The former MP and newspaper 
reporter who covered the Aberfan dis¬ 
aster gave his address entitled 
‘What’s the Difference?’ to residents 
from various parts of the borough, 
including Bridgend, Coity and 
Porthcawl. 

He explained his areas of responsi¬ 
bility, gave details on his plans to 
develop and address the needs of 
older people, and stressed that victim 
satisfaction figures had gone up while 
crime and anti-social behaviour had 
gone down. 

He summed up by saying he sets 
the South Wales Police budget and 


the Chief Constable Peter Vaughan 
spends it. 

There followed an active ‘question 
time’ in which the commissioner 
responded to a wide variety of con¬ 
cerns and took many questions on the 
closure of the Porthcawl Police sta¬ 
tion. 

He replied saying this was just a 
rumour and while buildings may 
change as needs change, Porthcawl 
would continue to have a police sta¬ 
tion. 

He extended his visit to due to the 
interest shown by residents leaving 
no time for the normal business meet¬ 
ing to follow. 

Before leaving, the commissioner 
left literature that requested anyone 
with further views to contact him by 
email at commissioner®south- 
wales.pnn.police. uk. 

GV 
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LIFEGUARDS’ AWARDS 
MARKA 



WHAT a busy night it was at 
the Llantwit Major Surf 
Lifesaving awards presenta¬ 
tion evening - in its 50th 
anniversary year! 

Chairman Huw Beynon is leaving 
after seven years to be replaced by 
Gethin Edwards, with a new vice¬ 
chair, Dewi Edwards. 

Vice-president Roy Richards is 
replaced by Jeremy Osborne. Vicki 
Wiggins has retired as club captain, 
after five years but a replacement has 
not yet been named. 

Nipper co-ordinator Andy Wiggins 
will be succeeded by Jeremy Deere, 
Alex Boumer and Gareth O'Callaghan. 
The junior co-ordinators remain in 
place with Steph Robinson and Jen 
Pitt, with the addition of Ceri Goldby. 

The evening began with presenta¬ 
tions for the Nipper lifeguards aged 
seven to 13, with certificates presented 
to the Sandhopper (age four to six) 
graduates, Maisy Wiggins, Elbe Price 
and Evan Harris, and medals for all 
the Nippers for dedication to training 
and competitions. 

In the Nipper categories, the best 
newcomers for the boys were Kyle 
Smith and Lewis Morgan and for the 
girls, Hannah Stephens and Elbe 
Croft. 

Most improved went to Mikey 
Prynne, Chloe Brooks and Bethan 
Pattinson. Most determined fi ni sher 
went to Louie John, Rianna Morgan 
and Cerys Thomas. 

The Nippers’ Nipper award, voted 
for by the Nippers, went to Mil li e 
Wiggins. The coaches’ Nipper went to 
Sean McKenna for the boys, and 
Maisie Edwards and Ruby Davies for 
the girls. 

The Dafydd Sanders Trophy for the 
best performer and team member was 
awarded to Millie Wiggins. 

Nipper coaches certificates had 
been earned through the year by 
Jeremy Deere, Alex Boumer, Ceri 
Goldby and Sarah Thomas. 

The club awards were also present¬ 
ed, with the Ivy Downey Plate going 
to Natalie McDonagh, the Rose Bowl 
to Mitch Pitt and the Ruby Trophy to 
Caroline Robson. 

The chairman's award was present¬ 
ed to Andy and Vicki Wiggins for ded¬ 
icated service over the past five years. 

Junior Lifesaver awards were pre¬ 
sented to, Hannah Kerslake, Rhys 
Richards, Dylan White, Megan Aspell, 
Grace Insole, Cerys Thomas, Nichol 
Jones, Megan Roberts, Millie Wiggins, 
Ruby Davies, Elbe Aspell, Katie 


Prynne, Sean McKenna, Bethan 
Pattinson, Hannah Stephens, Elbe 
Croft and Abbie Hayes. 

The new junior boys’ captain is 
Josh Goldby and the girls captain is 
Tamara Pitt. Tamara also received 
Croyde Rock for Junior of the Year, 
and was selected in August for a place 
on the Welsh Team! 

Junior ski competence went to 
Braiden Bennett, Hannah Kerslake, 
Corey Rooks and Josh Goldby. 

NARs lifeguard examinations were 
passed throughout the course of the 
year by, Cath Thomas, Natalie 
McDonagh, Josh McKenna, Megan 
Osborne, Josh Goldby, Moby 
Eairclough, Ellen Pitt, Tamara Pitt, 
Sion Edwards, Huw Beynon (refresh¬ 
er), with surf lifesaving awards for 
Cath Miles and Elaine Renee. 

Earlier in the year, a public access 
defibribation course was run and 
attended by Phib Thomas, Claire 
Thomas, Andy Wiggins, Andrea 
Pennell, Huw Beynon, Steph 
Robinson, Jen Pitt and Ceri Goldby. 

In the run-up to the club winning 
the Masters of the SLSGB Masters 
Competition in August, the following 
competitors passed the Masters award 
qualification: Arwyn Jones, Cath 
Miles, Kath Richards, Heather 
Osborne, Clive Edwards, Gareth 
Lucas, Neil Gordon, Helen Edwards, 
Jon Ryan, Andrew Boumer, Alex 
Boumer, Steph Robinson, Nick Millar, 
Matt Prynne, Stuart Sherman, Adam 
Rees, Geoff Edwards, Gareth David, 
Jeremy Deere, Jeremy Osborne, Sarah 
Boyd, John Parsons, Ian Edwards. 

A ski competency award was earned 
by Claire Thomas, Phillip Thomas, 
Vicki Wiggins, Simon Jennings, Ceri 
Goldby, Jon Ryan, Nick Millar, 

Andrew Boumer, Huw Beynon, Natalie 
McDonagh, Cath Thomas, John 
Parsons and Neil Gordon. 

After an amazing 50th anniversary 
year, the club continues to go from 
strength -to- strength, and everyone is 
looking forward to 2014 with the 
largest team of Nippers ever! 

The club will also be holding its 
(fast becoming traditional) New Year’s 
Day dip (fancy dress optional) at 
Llantwit Major beach (meet at 11am 
for a 12pm dip). All are welcome, with 
hot refreshments available at the club¬ 
house. 

This was a huge success last year, 
so if anyone fancies starting the new 
year with a splash and afresh dip in 
the Bristol Channel, come on down for 
a New Year’s wake-up dip! CP 



The Tenovus songsters 
steal the (gala) show! 
at Millennium Centre 


TENOVUS Sing 
with Us choirs took 
centre stage at the 
Wales Millennium 
Centre at a recent 
70th birthday gala 
concert for the 
Tenovus cancer 
charity. 

The concert, hosted 
by Tenovus patron Rob 
Brydon, was a chance to 
celebrate the charity’s 
achievements in style, 
as web as looking to the 
next 70 years of support 
for cancer patients and 
their families across 
Wales. 

The choirs are part of 
the Sing with Us project 
mn by Tenovus for peo¬ 
ple affected by cancer. 
Members of the choirs 
stole the show, perform¬ 
ing renditions of ‘Rule 
The World’ ‘Can’t Help 
Eabing in Love’ and 
‘Don’t Stop Me Now’, 
as web as all 450 choir 
members performing a 
specially commissioned 
song called ‘Sing Eor 
Life’ on stage for the 
grand finale. 

Claudia Me Vie, chief 
executive, Tenovus, 
said: “Our gala concert 
was the finale to our 
70th birthday celebra¬ 
tions and what a way to 
end this very special 


year! We are so grateful 
for the support from our 
patrons Rob Brydon 
MBE and Wynne Evans 
and the talented Welsh 
artists who joined our 
Sing with Us choirs on 
stage. 

hey were all superb 
and contributed to what 
was a spectacular night! 

“Everyone who sup¬ 
ports us in any way, 
makes our work possi¬ 
ble; helping us to fund 
our cancer researchers, 
keep our mobile cancer 
support units on the 
road and to make sure 
that our Ereephone can¬ 
cer support line stays 
open seven days a week 
- even on Christmas 
Day. 

“So this really was a 
night of celebration, 
thanks, and hope.” 

Alongside Wynne 
Evans and Rob Brydon, 
there were performances 
from world -renowned 
harpist Catrin Einch and 
number one album sell¬ 
ing duo and Britain’s 
Got Talent finalists 
Richard and Adam, 

West End performer AJ 
Callaghan, rising star 
Michael Riseley and 
Tenovus supporters 
Howells Senior Girls’ 
School choir. 

Rob Brydon, who 



Rob Brydon, 
performing 
as Elvis. 

gave a special perform¬ 
ance dressed as Elvis, 
said: “What a wonderful 
time at Tenovus’ 70th 
Birthday Gala Concert 
at the Wales Millennium 
Centre, thanks to all 
who came.” 

If you would like to 
join a Tenovus Sing with 
Us choir in your area, 
visit tenovus.org.uk or 
cab their Ereephone 
Cancer Support Line, 
0808 808 1010. 


Local charity opens two 
early Christmas boxes! 


CHRISTMAS has come early 
for Bridgend Women’s Aid 
-with contributions from the 
Hunters Lodge pub in 
Brackla, and Nolton Church 
on Merthyr Mawr Road. 

The charity, which supports 
women and their children who have 
suffered at the hands of abusive part¬ 
ners, received a donation from the 
Hunters Lodge. Staff were invited to 
the pub’s weekly quiz, where they 
were presented with a cheque for 
£ 1 , 000 . 

Nolton Church added to the festive 
cheer for the charity, as it donated 
£1,250 raised at its Christmas Tree 
Eestival. 

The annual festival of light and 
colour sees Christmas trees fib the 
church, which are decorated by local 
organisations to help tell the 
Christmas story and explain the 
nature of each organisation’s work. 

Kathryn Eox, Bridgend Women's 
Aid’s Support in the Community Co¬ 
ordinator, said: “We are absolutely 
delighted that both the Hunters Lodge 
and Nolton Church selected Bridgend 
Women’s Aid for these donations. 

“The staff at the Hunters Lodge 


invited us to take part in the quiz and 
we managed not to embarrass our¬ 
selves with our score. Our service 
users also decorated a Christmas tree 
at Nolton Church with butterflies 
they’d made. To us, butterflies repre¬ 
sent women emerging from the 
cocoon of an abusive relationship 
ready to face a new beginning.” 

“Domestic abuse isn’t restricted to 
women of certain social classes, cul¬ 
tural backgrounds, ages or sexual ori¬ 
entations - it can affect anyone. It’s 
vital that all women who do find 
themselves in abusive relationships or 
situations know that they can access 
support safely, and these donations 
will help us to make sure that this is 
the case.” 

Eor more information about 
Bridgend Women’s Aid, visit 
www.bridgendwa.co.uk, ‘like’ 
Bridgend Womensaid on Eacebook, 
or ‘follow’ @BridgendWA on Twitter. 

If you are experiencing, have expe¬ 
rienced or are worrying about a 
friend or relative who is experiencing 
domestic abuse or sexual violence, 
cab the All Wales Domestic Abuse & 
Sexual Violence Helpline for free, 24 
hours a day, 7 days a week on 0808 
80 10 800. In an emergency cab 999. 


News update from the Porthcawl USA 


‘UNIVERSITY of the Third Age’ 
conjures up pictures for many 
people of an organisation looking 
to extend an academic service, 
similar in nature to an extension 
of school or college, aimed at pro¬ 
viding yet another opportunity to 
study for further qualifications. 

However, all U3As, and particu¬ 
larly our own Porthcawl U3A, are 
democratic, self-funded groups that 
provide educational, creative and 
leisure activities for people no 
longer in full time employment and 


with time to spare. 

Members are encouraged to con¬ 
tinue to use their knowledge, skills, 
and experience, but what you will 
find is primarily a caring organisa¬ 
tion made up of likeminded people 
who still want to live a vibrant, 
active and enjoyable life at their 
own pace and in their own time. 

Friendship is what drives this 
organisation and no one need feel 
lonely any more. 

A management committee works 
tirelessly to improve opportunities 
available. 


Academic subjects can be fol¬ 
lowed, such as languages, philoso¬ 
phy, science and art and there are 
monthly talks with guest speakers, 
while Bridge, Canasta and 
Scrabble groups meet regularly. 

There are popular excursions to 
places of interest and concerts 
throughout the year. 

For more details, or to arrange a 
visit, call 01656 783663. People of 
all ages are welcome. 

CLIVE MORT 
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Porthcawl students 
head for Rotary Rnal 


the Rotary Area 7 final 
held at Cwmtawe 
Community School in 
January. 

Joining them at the 
area finals will be 
Emily Hunt from 
Bryntirion 
Comprehensive 
School, who will be 
performing in the 
vocal competition. 

LC 


LEFT:: 

Alexandra Hunt, with 
chairman of the 
Rotary Club of 
Porthcawl, Dr Colin 
Williams and president 
elect Sue Cassidy. 


BELOW: 

Competitors with Dr 
Colin Williams, Sue 
Cassidy and Mayor 
and Mayoress of 
Porthcawl, Couns 
Michael and Norah 
Clarke. 



THE Rotary Clubs 
of Bridgend and 
Porthcawl recently 
joined together to 
hold the first stage 
of the Rotary 
Young Musician 
competition 2013- 
2014. 

All Saints’ Church, 
Porthcawl was a per¬ 


fect venue for the tal¬ 
ented musicians to 
demonstrate their 
accomplishments, and 
the standard of per¬ 
formance was 
extremely high. 

The participants 
were Henry Bowen 
(piano) Alexandra 
Hunt (clarinet) Hee- 
Chan Kang (violin) 
Imogen Kent (violin) 


Harriet Maine (violin) 
Lauren Pugh (clarinet) 
Thomas Rees denor 
saxophone) and Emily 
Hunt (voice). 

Adjudicators, Aldon 
Rees and Richard 
Pegg, gave Alexandra 
first place and Lauren 
second. Both girls are 
students at Porthcawl 
Comprehensive School 
and will now go on to 



A BOOTIFUL DONATION 
FOR TY HAFAN HOSPICE! 



STAFF at two 
Cardiff car dealer¬ 
ships have donated 
boots-load of clothes 
which will be sold to 
raise funds for Ty 
Hafan children’s 
hospice at Sully. 

Emily King, digital 
sales executive at 
Wessex Garages on 
Penarth Road,explained: 

“To help raise funds for 
Ty Hafan, which is also 
our Charity of the Year, 
myself and Amy Wyllie, 
who is a digital sales 
executive at our dealer¬ 
ship on Hadfield Road, 
spent 24 hours in a car. 

“Staff from all six of 
our dealerships across Wales and the south-west also took 
part. During the 24 hours, we visited each dealership’s 
Charity of the Year to donate a boot load of clothes, which 
the charity can then sell in its shops. We are still counting 
the money donated during the challenge.” 

Rebecca Chick, Business and Community Fundraiser at 
Ty" Hafan, said: “We would like to thank Wessex Garages 
for its generous donation. 


ABOVE: 

Rebecca Chick, business and com¬ 
munity fundraiser at Ty Hafan, 
with (left) Amy Wyllie, digital sales 
executive at Wessex Garages on 
Hadfield Road and (right) Emily 
King, digital sales executive at 
Wessex Garages on Penarth Road. 


Watts Truck & Van knows 


the value of experience 


ADVERTISEMENT 


COMPANIES are often proud of their 
heritage, because longevity suggests that 
they know what they are doing, and that 
has to be true for Watts Truck & Van. 

Founder Josiah Watts started the business in 
1880, and it was his sons who spotted the potential 
of the motor transport sector. 

In 1912, they became agents for a fledgling 
company by the name of Ford, and have been 
involved in the transport industry ever since. 

As well as being proud of the company heritage, 
it is also proud of its Welsh roots. 

Simon Griffin, the dealer principal of Watts 
Truck and Van, and a Vale resident, explained: “We 
are a national supplier of trucks and vans with a 
regional distribution network of parts and service 
centres founded upon our historic roots throughout 
south Wales. 

“We offer a range of trucks and vans, parts and 
services to commercial vehicle operators and pride 
ourselves on being the most professional, trustwor¬ 
thy and responsive supplier to the commercial 
vehicle market.” 

The company is always keen to progress, and 


recently took on the dealership in Cardiff for Isuzu 
- adding another famous name to its roster. 

Simon Griffin said: “We believe that our passion 
for excellence and our focus on people make us a 
rewarding company to choose as a partner. 

“With over 40 years in the commercial vehicle 
business and a heritage that reaches back over 100 
years, we are among the most established names in 
the industry and our experience and expertise is 
evident in everything that we do.” 

The company employs over 300 people in south 
Wales and has been ‘Investors in People’ accredit¬ 
ed since 1997 and is also a member of Businesses 
in the Community. 

Simon added: “We attach great importance to 
communication channels, training and development 
of our people - and enjoy success because of the 
quality of the staff and an on-going quest to pro¬ 
vide service excellence.” 

For sales enquiries for Fiat or Isuzu, please 
contact Paul Lewis on 02920 367883, or 07811 
255 417. 


The hells ring 
out for 
Christmas in 
Porthcawl! 


THE bells certainly 
rang out in 
Porthcawl for Cor 
Bro Ogwr’s 
Christmas concert, 
as the choir sang 
John Rutter’s 
carol, commis¬ 
sioned last year by 
King’s College 
Cambridge choir 
and having a rare 
performance in 
Wales. 

It was an evening of 
joyful music, ranging 
from Saint Saens’ 
Christmas Oratorio, 
Mozart’s Coronation 
Mass and a variety of 
favourites, from Welsh 
carols to gospel songs. 

The choir is commit¬ 
ted to giving young 
singers a platform and 
the four soloists from 
The Welsh College of 
Music and Drama 
delighted the audience. 


The British Sinfonietta 
Orchestra joined with 
the choir accompanist, 
Glenn Crooks, to con¬ 
tribute to a sparkling 
musical start to the 
Christmas season. 

The choir is now 
busy preparing for its 
spring concert in the 
church of St Sepulchre 
Without Newgate in 
London. 

Singing with The 
London Welsh Chorale, 
another of our conduc¬ 
tor Edward-Rhys 
Harry’s choirs, and a 
children’s choir, we will 
be performing John 
Rutter’s Mass for the 
Children. 

It’s always an excit¬ 
ing musical experience 
to sing with other choirs 
and, of course, we will 
no doubt also be enjoy¬ 
ing some of the sights 
of London! 

Dominique Spearey 



AM prices plus VAT & Road Fund Licence 
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Ragsy and Barry in full Voice! 



SATURDAY saw the 
arrival of Ragsy’s 
tour to Barry West 
End Club supported 
by Barry Voice 2013. 


A full house wit¬ 
nessed Ragsy’s and 
Justin Benyon play a 
full hour of non-stop 
energy, showing why 
the star went so far in 


BBC’s The Voice. 

Winners of Barry 
Voice 2013 ‘Mic 
Trophy’ Back to 
November put on an 
unforgettable perform- 


PICTURED, LEFT: 

Justin Benyon, Ragsy, 
Back to November, Rich 
Normansell, Scot 
Hawtin, Steve Williams 
and Jejf Heathfield. 

ance with great har¬ 
monies, quirky 
melodies and a lot of 
fun. 

Second place Scot 
Hawtin was met by 
rapturous applause 
before, during and 
after his set - a star in 
the making. 

Third placed Rich 
Normansell’s harmoni¬ 
ca and acoustic raw¬ 
ness plus Steve 
Williams start-up set 
complemented a great 
night. 

Jeff Heathfield, 

Barry Voice 2013 
organiser. 


Festive social 
singalong! 

RHOOSE WI NEWS 


RHOOSE WI held its Christmas 
social on December 5 at The 
Community Hall, which began with a 
spirited rendition of The Twelve Days 
of Christmas, followed by traditional 
games in the form of a tournament 
won by Geraldine Aslett. 

Next came a delicious supper provided by 
members, during which a table quiz provided 
food for thought! 

More entertainment followed; the Winos per¬ 
forming two comic songs, and present and past 
officers a poem. 

The evening ended with the awarding of the 
Competition Cup ,which was won this year by 
Jan Dally. Wishing everyone a very happy 
Christmas, the president announced that skittles 
and the craft club would resume in the New Year. 

Members were also reminded that subscrip¬ 
tions are due at the next meeting on January 2 at 
7.30pm, in the Community Hall, Stewart Road. 

There will be a quiz with cheese and wine. 
New members and visitors will be welcome. 


Pensioners 
perfect ending 
to the year 


THE Llantwit 
Major Pensioners 
Club has had a per¬ 
fect ending to a 
wonderful year - 
with the Barry 
Ladies choir. 

The concert was full 
of Christmas past, 
present and future. We 
also saw a fitting end to 
our appeals to two 
local firms for a projec¬ 
tion system. 

Npower Aberthaw 
and Lafarge cement 
works have presented 
us with a projector and 
VCR system, plus a 
screen, to entertain our 
members with holiday 
and day trip features. 
We are grateful for 
their donations. 

We had a lovely day 


at a bric-a-brac stall in 
the town hall car park. 
What a pleasure it was 
to see the children’s 
faces when they held 
their lanterns high! 

We are looking for¬ 
ward to the new year 
with a five-day holiday 
in June to Newquay in 
Cornwall. 

If anyone would like 
to join us we have seats 
available. Full infor¬ 
mation can be obtained 
on 01446 794257 or 
01656 890680. 

We start back with 
the AGM on January 
14 and meet at the 
Llantonian Hall from 
7pm. 

A warm welcome 
will be extended to all. 

PG 


Airport’s future ownership questioned 


WELSH Conservatives have slammed 
claims by the First Minister that Cardiff 
Airport will never be entirely sold off by 
the Welsh Government. 

Purchased for £52 million earlier this year, 
Carwyn Jones also claimed that the airport is 
now worth another £3 million. 

Following Cardiff Airport’s nationalisation, 
Welsh Conservatives published a blueprint for 
the future of the business, which included plans 
to grow the airport, sell it, and reimburse Welsh 
taxpayers. 

Shadow minister for transport, Byron 
Davies AM, said:“Claiming Cardiff Airport will 
never be entirely sold off is a slap in the face for 
Welsh taxpayers. 


“That would mean none of us ever seeing a 
return on the public money used to buy it; noth¬ 
ing short of a national disgrace. 

“Carwyn Jones and Welsh Labour should be 
showing the ambition that is sorely needed and 
committing to grow the airport, before selling it 
and reimbursing taxpayers - as Welsh 
Conservatives would do. 

“I am also extremely sceptical about claims 
that the airport has recently increased in value, 
despite routes being pulled from it. 

“If this is true, the figures should be pub¬ 
lished immediately and the airport’s owners - 
the Welsh public - given the chance to scrutinise 
them.” 


Tory leader’s concern 
at Flybe cutbacks 


THE Welsh Conservative Leader, 
Andrew RT Davies AM, has expressed 
concern, after the airline Flybe cut two 
routes from Cardiff Airport. 

He said: “The news that Cardiff Airport 
has lost two key destinations in Paris and 
Glasgow, is nothing short of alarming and 
disappointing, given recent improvements in 
flight numbers. 

“Cardiff struggles to compete with Bristol, 
based on the relative flight offerings, and this 


will make the task even more difficult. 

“It seems that the Welsh Government’s 
early record as owners isn’t exactly bringing 
the improvements in route development that 
one would have hoped for. 

“As things stand, there is little evidence to 
suggest that their £52 million investment has 
brought immediate dividends. 

“We will continue to scrutinise its financial 
performance on behalf of Welsh taxpayers,” 
Mr Davies added. 


OPEN 6 DAYS A WEEK, EXCEPT BRIDGEND WHICH IS OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK • WHEEL ALIGNMENT SPECIALISTS 
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First Minister launches ‘Get Bridgend Online’ 


FIRST Minister Carwyn Jones, the AM 
for Bridgend, launched ‘Get Bridgend 
Online’ at Pyle Life Centre on December 
6. Mr Jones also presented awards to 
volunteers and digital inclusion champi¬ 
ons, which recognise the impact they 
make in helping people to get online in 
the Bridgend county borough. 

The initiative is a partnership between housing 
provider Valleys to Coast, Bridgend County 
Borough Council, the Local Service Board and the 
Creation Group, supported by the Welsh 
Government’s Communities ‘2.0 digital inclusion 
programme’, which is partly funded by the 
European Regional Development Fund. 

It brings a co-ordinated approach to digital 
inclusion delivery that meets the needs of digitally- 
excluded people in Bridgend. 

Communities 2.0 regional digital inclusion ini¬ 
tiatives, such as this one aim to support individuals 
affected by the UK Government’s digital by default 
approach to Welfare Reform. This now means that 
job seekers have to search for posts using the 
Universal Jobsmatch system which is only avail¬ 
able online. 

The Get Bridgend Online initiative includes 
training for frontline staff to support digitally- 
excluded users of their services to access job 
search and Universal Credit; awareness-raising 
seminars for the Local Service Board; and direct 
support for digitally excluded individuals in 
Bridgend. Training and support facilities have 
been made available through a network of IT ven¬ 
ues such as libraries and community centres. 

Coun Lyn Morgan, cabinet member for wellbe¬ 
ing at Bridgend County Borough Council, said: “I 
welcome the Get Bridgend Online initiative, as it is 
becoming more important than ever for people to 
be digitally active, especially jobseekers and peo¬ 
ple living in poorer areas who could otherwise find 
themselves at a disadvantage. 

“Together with our partners, the council believes 
that it is essential for people to have at least a basic 
understanding of how to use ICT and the internet, 
and we look forward to the benefits that this new 
scheme will deliver.” 



ABOVE: Craig Williams receives his Beneficiaries Champion Award. 



ABOVE: Junior Digital Champion, The Eirst Minister presents Karl Clarke with 

Matthew Barnard, with his award. the Get Bridgend Online Commitment Award. 



LEET: 
Carwyn 
Jones 
presents 
the Digital 
Learner of 
the Year 
Award 
from Get 
Bridgend 
Online to 
Lynne 
Williams. 



OVER 100 CARS IN STOCK 


£5,690 


£11,490 


£6,590 


£8,990 


£5,990 


£5,890 


£6,490 


735555 www.abcarsalesltd.co.uk 


£5,790 

SAT NAV 
CF63 2NW 


J 


58 VW Polo 1.9 Sport TDi (100) 3-Dr. 
Met Black, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, 
CD Player, 72k. 


10 SEAT Leon 2.0 TDi CR FR 5-Dr. White, 
Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, 6 Speed, MFSW, 
Ciimate Controi, 99k. 


10 SKODA Octavia 1.4 TSi SE 5-Dr. Red, 
1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, CD Player, 
Alloys, 56k. 


57 MINI Cooper 1.6 3-Dr. White, 1 Owner, 
FSH, 6 Speed, Alloys, CD Player, 
Black Roof & Wing Mirrors, 74k. 


10 FIAT Grande Punto 1.4 Sound 5-Dr. 
Red, CD Player, MFSW, E/Windows, 
C/Locking, PAS, 52k. 


Hi 


56 VOLVO V70 D5 Sport (1.84) 2.4 Geartronic 5-Dr. 

Met Blue, Diesel, Auto, FSH, 7 Seats, Cruise & 
Climate Control, Full Grey Leather, Heated Seats, 78k. 


07 TOYOTA Yaris 1.4 D-40 T2 5-Dr. 
Met Grey, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, 
MFSW, CD Player, 9817 Miles. 


09 AUDI A4 2.0 TDi (143) S Line 4-Dr. Met Blue, 
Diesel, 6 Speed, Cruise & Climate Control, 
1/2 Black Leather, CD Player, Alloys, 81k. 


08 HYUNDAI Coupe 2.0 SIN 3-Dr. Met Grey, 
Full Red Leather, Heated Seats, Alloys, 
Climate Control, CD Player, 47k. 


59 FORD Focus 1.6 TDCi Style 5-Dr (110) (DPF). 
Met Black, Diesel, 1 Owner, FSH, Air Con, 
Bluetooth, Alloys, 89k. 
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11 VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT 

In white. 43,000 miles with sunroof, ete. 

£14,995 



57 FORD Focus 1.6 Style 58 VAUXHALL Astro 1.9 CDTi 55 KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 

5-Dr, Met Blue, 67,000 Miles, Air Con 5 . 0 ,^ si|ye,_ 33^000 miles, diesel 5-dr, black, 76,000 miles, 1 lady owner 

£3,995 £6,495 £5,995 

JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK... 


60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 

3-dr. Burnt Orange, 20,000 Miles, Low Ins. 

£5,995 


59 PEUGEOT 207 S 1.4 5-Dr 

In Silver, 32,000 miles, A/C 

£5,295 



60 VW Transporter T30 
2.0 TDi SWB 

Red, 17,000 miles with windows, 

5 seats, alloys etc 

£17,995 



61 SMART Four Two 
Passion 1.0 MHD 

Met Grey, very low miles, with stop/start. 

£6,495 



04 MINI Cooper (Pepper) ^7 

In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 owner with 
a/c, very nice example 

^4,495 

All cars su 

Just a small sel 


RBC 


RANGE Rover Sport 2.7 Diesel HSE. Auto in silver with 

black leather, nice example at.£17,995 

VW Transporter T30 2.0 TDi SWB. In red, 17,000 miles 

with 5 seats, windows, alloys etc.£17,995 

VW Scirocco 2.0TDi GT. In white, 43,000 miles with 

sunroof, etc, under VW warranty.£14,995 

SAAB 9.5 Vector SE 2.0 TD (160) Auto. In met grey, 

41,000 miles with leather trim .£13,995 

MERCEDES SLK 350 Auto. In silver, with leather, sat nav, 

air scarf etc, stylish convertible at .£8,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 5-Dr. In met blue, 18,000 

miles with a/c .£7,995 

MAZDA 6TS2 Diesel 2.2 5-Dr. in met grey, 52,000 miles, 

new shape with extras.£7,995 

BMW X5 3.0 Sport Auto. In silver with black leather, 

86,000 miles, nice example at.£7,495 

FIAT 500 Lounge. In met blue, 20,000 miles, fantastic 

value.£6,995 

HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe Sill. In met Silver, with black 

leather, 47,000 miles .£6,995 

FORD S-Max 1.8 Diesel Zetec 7 Seater. In silver, 82,000 

miles, very nice example at.£6,995 

FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec In bright met blue, 29,000 

miles, 1 cwner, fantastic MPG.£6,795 

SMART Four Two Passion 1.0 MHD. In silver, very low 

miles with stop/start, sat nav etc.£6,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.9 CDTi Design 5-Dr. In silver, 

33,000 miles diesel at .£6,495 

FORD Mondeo 2.0 TDCi Edge Auto. In blue, 31,000 

mile diesel, in very nice condition .£6,495 

FIAT 500 Pop. In met grey, 43,000 miles, low running costs, 

£30 road tax .£6,295 

SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-dr. In burnt orange, 20,000 

miles, low insurance .Reduced to £5,995 

RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. New shape, 62,000 

miles, in met silver.£5,995 

RENAULT Clio 1.5 DCi (86) Dynamique 3-dr. In black, 

33,000 mile diesel .£5,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style-F (New shape) 5-Dr. In silver, 34,000 

miles with a/c .£5,995 

SEAT Leon 1.6 Stylance. In met gold, 57,000 miles, 

stylish family hatch .£5,995 

KIA Sportage 2.0 CRDi XE 5-dr. In black, 76,000 miles, 

1 lady owner, diesel 4x4 at .£5,995 

PEUGEOT 107 Urban 5-Dr. In silver 23,000 miles, £30 

road tax, low insurance.£5,695 

MERCEDES A150 Classic SE Blue Efficiency. In black, 
25,000 miles. This is a rare 3 door model at ... .£5,695 
FIAT Panda 1.2 Mylife. In red, 5,000 miles, 1 owner, low 

running costs .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-Dr. In met grey, 45,000 

miles, low insurance .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi 5-Dr. In Silver, 58,000 miles, 

2 owners, ideal family hatch .£5,495 

VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 SXi Coupe. In black, 63,000 

miles, 2 owners, very attractive at.£5,495 

PEUGEOT 207 Convertable 1.6 Sport Automatic. In 

silver, 41,000 miles, fantastic value at.£5,495 

PEUGEOT 207 ‘S’ 1.4 5-Dr. In silver, 32,000 miles, a/c, 

etc, low running costs .£5,295 

FORD Ka 1.2 Style-i- In ice blue, 43,000 miles, £30 road 

tax, low insurance.£4,995 

SMART FourTwo Passion. In black/silver with stop/start, 

13,000 miles, 1 owner.£4,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Diesel Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In met 

blue, 39,000 miles, £30 road tax.£4,995 

SAAB 9.3 Convertable (Linear 150) In black with cream 

leather, 52,000 miles.Winter Price £4,995 

VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Design 5-dr. In ice blue, 64,000 
miles, 1 owner.£4,695 


08 VAUXHALL Astra 1.8 Breeze Automatic. In black, low 

mileage, 1 owner.Reduced by £300 to £4,695 

57 VAUXHALL Astra 1.6 Design Coupe. In met silver, 

50,000 miles. Stylish hatch .Reduced to £4,695 

04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel Avantgarde SE Auto. In light 

met blue, 89,000 miles .£4,695 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Club 3-Dr. In silver, 54,000 miles, 

low insurance .£4,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Ghia 5-Dr. In black with leather, 

trim £30 road tax.£4,495 

MINI Cooper (Pepper). In met blue, 68,000 miles, 1 

owner with a/c, very nice example.£4,495 

08 MAZDA 2 1.4 TS2 3-dr. In red, nice bright local car, £30 

road tax, low insurance.£3,995 

57 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 SXi 3-dr. In silver, low insurance 

with a/c, alloys, CD .£3,995 

FORD Focus 1.6 Style 5-dr. In met blue, 67,000 miles 

with a/c.Reduced to £3,995 

PEUGEOT 207 1.4 M Play 3-Dr. In red, 61,000 miles, low 

insurance .£3,995 

MAZDA 6 TS2 2.0 Diesel (143) In pacific blue, 68,000 

miles, 1 owner.£3,995 

07 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 5-Dr. In met grey, 59,000 miles, a/c, 

alloys, cd etc.£3,995 

TOYOTA Yaris T3 1.3 3-Dr. In black, 50,000 miles, with 

alloys, low insurance .£3,995 

MERCEDES Cl 80 Kompressor SE Auto. In silver, 

fantastic value, executive saloon .£3,995 

FORD Fiesta 2.0 ST. In red, 55,000 miles, 2 owners, nice 

example at .£3,995 

CITROEN C2 Cool 1.4 In black, 32,000 miles, low 

insurance, bluetooth etc .£3,695 

LEXUS iS200 SE Automatic, In black, 62,000 miles, 2 

owners very nice example at.£3,695 

VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel (120) Life. In black, 

practical 7 seater at.£3,495 

SMART FourTwo. In white (new shape), £30 road tax, 

low insurance .£3,295 

FORD Fiesta 1.4 Zetec Climate 5-Dr. In silver, 68,000 

miles.£2,995 

54 TOYOTA Corolla 1.6T3 VVTi 3-dr. In silver, 78,000 miles. 

Stylish hatch.Reduced to £2,995 

04 VAUXHALL Meriva 1.7 Diesel Enjoy In silver, 62,000 

miles, fantastic mpg .£2,995 

04 SUZUKI Wagon R 1.3 GL-i-. In met blue, 31,000 miles, 2 

owners .£2,995 

SMART City Passion Convertible Auto. Red/silver, 

39,000 miles, 1 owner, FSH .£2,995 

FORD Fusion ‘3’ 1.6 In black, 18,000 miles, 1 local 

owner, with extras.£2,995 

JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 SE 4WD Auto. In ice blue with grey 

leather, 64,000 miles.£2,995 

05 RENAULT Clio 1.4 Expression Auto 5-dr. In met red, 

56,000 miles.£2,695 

04 SUZUKI Ignis 1.5 Sport. In silver, 66,000 miles with 

Racaro seats, white alloys etc.£2,495 

SMART City Passion 700CL Auto. In met pink/silver, 

54,000 miles, nice example at.£2,495 

FIESTA 1.3 LX 5-Dr. In met blue, 56,000 miles, 2 local 

owners, low insurance.£2,495 

FORD Fiesta 1.3 Finnese 5-dr. In red, 63,000 miles, 1 

local owner, low insurance.£1,995 

FORD Fiesta 1.2 Ghia 5-Dr. In met blue, 68,303 miles 

local car at .£1,795 

SKODA Fabia 1.4 16v Elegance 5-dr. In met blue with 
a/c, heated seats etc.Reduced to £1,695 
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In black with cream leather 52,000 miles 

£4,995 



09 HYUNDAI 2.0 Coupe S111 

Black Leather, 47,000 Miles 


£6,995 



60 FORD Ka 1.4 Diesel Zetec 

Bright met blue, 29,000 miles, 1 owner, 
fantastic mpg 

£6,795 



04 MERCEDES C200 Diesel 

Light met blue, 89,000 miles 

£4,695 


pplied with new^ AAoT and 3 months RAC w^arranty. 

fection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our vNrebsite for full details. 


Rac 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT AH • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PMU EXCHANGE 
WELCOME'OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH* ALL MAIOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN fT 




MULTI-PHOTOS AND FULL DESCRIPTION ON WEBSITE 
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YOUNG PHOENIX IN A 
ROUND ROBIN CONTEST 


PHOTOS by 
JULIE HANCOCK 

All photos are at pencoedrfc or 
go to: http:juliehancock.org 



ABOVE: 


Lady of match Ella Roberts. 
PENCOED Phoenix under 16s entered a round 
robin tournament at Gilfach Goch on Sunday, 
December 8 with teams from Nelson and 
Gilfach under 18s. 

Phoenix first match was with Gilfach and there 
was good pressure from both sides who came to play 
rugby. 

There were breaks from Kayleigh Powell and cap¬ 
tain Amy Morgan, and and tackles from everyone of 
the girls from 1 to 15 - players like Carys Baker and 
Ella Roberts. 

At the end of first half the score was still 0-0. 

Gilfach had a lot of pressure to put on Phoenix 
and at the end of the game it was a loss of 0-10 to 
Gilfach. 

Nelson were up next for Gilfach with some super 
tries scored by both sides but Gilfach were fair win¬ 
ners, with a score line of 31- 10. 

With a short break for Nelson, Phoenix took them 
on with spirit and determination. Tries flowed from 
the Phoenix girls - Megan Whittaker, Amy Morgan 
(2), Kayleigh Powell, with kicking duties undertak¬ 
en by Megan Whittaker. 

Nelson had their chances in the second half and 
fought back with some good tries. The score was 
29-19 to Phoenix. 

Coach Leanne Casley spoke after game to say 
how proud she was at how the team gave 100 per 
cent commitment in tackling and support throughout 
the matches. 

There was a tremendous effort from Pencoed 
Phoenix under 16s who played against sides of under 
18. 

Ladies of the match were Kayleigh Powell and 
Ella Roberts picked by Nelson. 

Next up for Pencoed Phoenix under 16s is an 
away match to Treorchy on December 15. 

All are welcome to join this young team, please 
contact Leanne Casley on 07921312897 or Pencoed 
Phoenix under 16s facebook page. 


Bridgend 
Bridge Club 
latest results 

THE results for Bridgend Bridge Club for 
recent events are for December 4,5 and 6: 

The Celtic Simultaneous Pairs: First, Tony 
Ratcliff and Julian Pottage; second, Mike Best and 
Roger Penton; third, Simon Glyn Williams and 
Dave Lea. 

Friday, December 6, the second night of club 
pairs: first. Bill Turner and Steve Burgoyne; sec¬ 
ond, Liam Sheridan and Alan Williams; third, 
Jonathon and Simon Richards. 

Congratulations to the overall winners, Irene 
Wickham and John Whateley. 

The best placed improvers for Thursday, 
December 5 were Colin Lewis Stuart Davies and 
Norma Phinnemore. 

Lessons for improvers also take place on a 
Thursday afternoon to register an interest please 
contact Steve Burgoyne 01656 661968 or John 
Evans 01656 880372 either of whom will welcome 
your call. 

DN 



ABOVE: Lady of match and try scorer Kayleigh Powell. 



ABOVE: Captain Amy Morgan - try scorer. 


Sports take the 
spoils at Cefn 


CEFN riders travelled to local 
rivals, Bridgend Sports, where 
they endured a tough battle. 

Straight from the whistle, the two 
teams went hammer and tongs into 
each other and for 30 minutes of the 
first half, there wasn’t a scrum and nei¬ 
ther team got into each other’s 22! 

The first half was something of a 
stalemate. Cefn’s forwards and back 
line fought hard for possession while 
they defended their quarter with true 
grit. This wasn’t without injuries to the 
Riders and they took their toll, with 
three in the first half. 


In the second half, the Riders battled 
hard against the relentless attack from 
the Sports who poured on the pressure, 
racking up their points, but the Riders 
didn’t give up, scoring a fantastic try of 
their own set up by Owen Mo Davies 
and scored by Kieron Llewellyn. 

There were also a number of yellow 
cards shown, three for the Riders and 
two for the Sports in the tough physical 
game. The final score was 17-5 to the 
home team. 

Next week, Cefn Riders travel the 
short distance to Pyle in the next round 
of the cup. 

ME 


Wales Rugby League 
take over Scorpions 


WALES Rugby League, the 
sport’s national governing 
body, have agreed to take over 
the running of South Wales 
Scorpions for the 2014 season 
after their founder and inaugu¬ 
ral chairman, Phil Davies, 
decided to step down. 

Davies founded the club in late 2009 
following the old Celtic Crusaders’ 
decision to move north and has been at 
the helm of the only professional rugby 
league club in South Wales for four 
seasons in Championship One. 

He is unable to continue with the 
running of the club due to work and 
personal commitments, but will remain 
supportive of the sport in Wales, for 
which he has a great passion. 

Chris Thair, chief operating officer 
of Wales Rugby League, said: “We 
have known for some time of Phil’s 
wish to step down and, following 


Friday’s WRL board meeting, it was 
unanimously agreed that the NGB 
would run the club in 2014. 

“The WRL board wish to thank Phil 
Davies for his time, energy and invest¬ 
ment into the sport in Wales and he 
leaves a legacy of having given many 
young Welsh players their first oppor¬ 
tunity at semi-professional rugby 
league. 

Phil Davies said: “I’d like to thank 
everyone involved in the Scorpions for 
the hard work they’ve put in during 
that time, including Rob Buckley our 
financial director, Ian Golden who has 
run the office and done all the media 
over the last four years, plus of course 
Andy Birchall, Gareth Laugharne and 
everyone else involved in the 
Scorpions’ Supporters Club. 

“I’d also like to remember our late 
director John Brennan who helped me 
form the club and was instrumental in 
its running over the first three years.” 


Bryncethin derby joy 
as they win match 
with last kick of game 


BRYNCETHIN Youth visited 
local rivals Bridgend Sports in 
this high intensity league game 
and came away winners with 
the last kick of the game. 

From the off, Bryncethin showed 
their intentions with some big tackles 
and bruising runs. 

They were on the score board within 
five minutes. A line out just inside the 
Sports half gave them the platform to 
move the ball to centre Liam Thomas. 
When he was tackled the ball was quick¬ 
ly recycled and outside half Daniel 
Lockyer, chipped the ball over the 
Sports’ defence for young winger Tomos 
Hopkins to gather and dive over in the 
comer, the conversion dropped short. 

The Sports applied pressure from the 
restart but Bryncethin kept tackling hard 
and pushed them back, however a break 
by the Sports’ prop put the Bryncethin 
side on the back foot and flanker Conner 
Law was judged to have been off his feet 
whilst competing for the ball. 

The penalty was slotted over to get 
the Sports off the mark. 

As the half went on both sides 
attacked at every opportunity. 
Bryncethin utilised their pace out wide 
and the Sports favoured their heavy for¬ 
wards. 

It was Bryncethin who scored next 
after a lovely couple of phases and mini 
breaks by Law. 

Hooker Gareth Evans and full back 
Darren Heame got them into the Sports’ 
22, where they were awarded a penalty 
for a Sports’ infringement at the mck. 

Lockyer slotted this one straight 
through to extend Bryncethin’s lead. 

Further chances were squandered by 


both teams and the score line remained 
the same when the referee blew for the 
end of the half. 

Bryncethin enjoyed much of the pos¬ 
session and territory at the start of the 
second half and it was only after lock 
Alex Thomas was carded as a result of 
repeated infringements at the mck by 
both sides that the Sports gained the 
upper hand. 

They applied pressure on the 
Bryncethin defence for over five min¬ 
utes with every Bryncethin player tack- 
hng anything that came their way, and 
twice stole the ball and cleared their 
hnes. 

On the third occasion though they 
were less successful. 

The Sports attacked inside the 
Bryncethin 22 and got to the five metre 
hne before Law stole the ball. However 
the clearance kick by scmm half Ryan 
Richards didn’t find touch and the 
Sports ran the ball back and used their 
extra player to create space and score out 
wide. The conversion was well wide. 

Bryncethin continued to defend well 
and once they were back to a full com¬ 
plement of players they camped them¬ 
selves in the Sports’ half but couldn’t 
break through until they were awarded a 
penalty near the touch line on the Sports 
22 . 

With it being the last play of the 
game, Bryncethin elected to go for the 
posts and at the same time they also 
brought on their regular outside half 
Paul Short, who coolly placed the ball 
on the floor and slotted it straight 
between the uprights to the joy of the 
team and their supporters to win the 
game. 


Quiz League round-up 


IN the match between 
Laleston Inn A and 
Tyrisha Royals, some¬ 
how the second divi¬ 
sion questions got 
mixed up by mistake 
with the Division 1 
questions, hence the 
seemingly higher than 
usual scores. 

Laleston Inn A lost at 
home although they 
amassed 50 points to 
Tyrisha’s 60. It was decid¬ 
ed that the result will 
stand, though. 

In the other two games 
played, Tondu Railway 
Club beat Oldcastle A by 
37-34 and Mackworth 
Arms lost at home to 


Crown Inn A by 47-43. 

In the second division, 
leaders Cabo Roche had a 
bye but retain top spot 
over Crown Inn B, despite 
the latter’s 44-38 victory 
against Pheasant 

Poachers. 

Pheasant Gamekeepers 
got 48 to Pyle RFC’s 41, 
Oldcastle B made 45 to 
Coychurch Wanderers’ 41 
and Laleston Inn B won 
55-32 away to Bush 
Kangaroos. 

Here are your four spe¬ 
cials: 

1. Tony Manero was 
the name of the character 
played by John Travolta in 
which film? 


2. Antananarivo is the 
capital of which Indian 
Ocean repubhc? 

3. From which side did 
West Ham sign their inter¬ 
national centre-half 
Matthew Upson? 

4. Which Venetian 
artist who lived between 
1487- 1576 painted such 
works as ‘The Three Ages 
of Man’, ‘Venus, Cupid 
and a Lute Player’ and 
‘The Assumption’ ? 

A Rudge (for 
Quiz League) 
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Cowbridge Darts League 


ON Tuesday, 

December 3, there 
was a break from the 
league matches as the 
teams all competed in 
the GWC, a team 
knockout competi¬ 
tion. 

Victors on the night 
were the Cross Inn, The 
Highwayman Inn, the Hare 
and Hounds and Llanharry. 
This completion will con¬ 
clude next year on May 6, 
when these four teams will 
make up the semi-final 
hne-up. 

Present league stand¬ 
ings, after seven matches, 
are: Llanharry (55 points), 
Edmondes B (48), 
Edmondes C (37), Hare 
and Hounds (34), 
Edmondes A (32), Farmers 
Arms (31), Highwayman 
Inn (28), Cross Inn (26), 
Old Post Ladies (11), The 
Star Inn (4). 

Next Tuesday, 

December 17, the mixed 


doubles champions will be 
decided when the semi¬ 
finals and final will be 
played at the Hare and 
Hounds. 

The four pairs making it 
through into the semi¬ 
finals are Maureen 
Fleming and Nigel 
Thomas (Farmers Arms), 
Pam Adams and Tony Fox 
(Farmers Arms), Ann 
Daily and Steve 
Simmonite (Edmondes A) 


and Pam Rosser and John 
Davies (Edmondes C). 

Note that aU teams can 
register new players till the 
New Year, so if anyone 
wishes to play darts this 
season get in touch - but 
time is mnning out! 

For further information 
e-mail Paul at cow- 
bridgedarts® gmail. com, 
up-to-date information can 
be found on the website: 
www.darts.apsn.co.uk PJT 


Big Green Annual 

THE souvenir edition of John Beasley’s Big 
Green Annual 2013 takes a look back into the 
past and features a number of the Vale’s own¬ 
ers and riders such as Evan Williams, Tim 
Vaughan and David Brace, who are now train¬ 
ing horses rather than riding them. 

With more than 500 colour images, and a number 
of black and white ones, this unique A4 hardback 
annual of 192 pages captures the atmosphere and 
excitement of point-to-point racing. 

Available from Paleface Publications, 30 
Thistlebarrow Road, Bournemouth, Dorset, BH7 
7AL at £26 plus £5.95 p&p, or telephone 01202 
309489. Brian Lee 
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PENCOED VICTORY - 
AND THEY ‘LEAPFROG’ 
NEATH ATHLETIC 


Athletic show 
fight against 
league leaders 


PENCOED 25 
NEATH ATHLETIC 15 

PENCOED were swiftly out of the blocks 
in this Division 3 South West encounter at 
the ‘Rec’. 

Home skipper Marc Davies kicked a 2nd minute 
penalty to open his side’s account. Soon afterwards a 
break from second row Dano Howells, well support¬ 
ed by No8 Rhys Watkins, set up quick ruck ball and 
the home midfield showed good hands to put left wing 
Leyton Williams over at the comer flag for Pencoed to 
lead 8-0 in as many minutes. 

Davies extended the home lead with a 50 metre 
penalty goal. 

Neath Athletic then came into the match and 
Pencoed full back Tom Cross cleared from his 22 on 
a couple of occasions to take the pressure off his side 
with lengthy clearances. 

The visitors returned to the attack however and a 
break from outside half Craig Gorman put his left 
wing over wide out, full back Adam Rowlands con¬ 
verting. 

The visitors then lost second row Matthew 
Carpenter through injury following a dominant 
Pencoed scmmmage, but the ‘blacks’ were winning 
the lion’s share of both possession and territory fol¬ 
lowing the opening 10 minutes, and Rowlands slotted 
a penalty and Pencoed held a tenuous 11-10 lead at the 
break. 

The visitors also started the second half well, and 
with unforced errors creeping into the home side’s 
game Neath Athletic were in the ascendancy during 
this middle part of the match. 

Good online defence from Cross and a double hit 
from prop forward Keiron Moore kept the visitors out. 
Pencoed then picked up a ‘yellow’ for a technical 
offence and Neath Athletic capitalized immediately, 
prop forward Nick Thomas in the centre position tak¬ 
ing a well timed pass from Gorman to score, and put 
his side in the lead for the first time in the match. 

The visitors then picked up a ‘yellow’ but they con¬ 
tinued to disrupt any Pencoed continuity with their 
captain and No7 Gareth Morgan turning over ball on 
a number of occasions. 

With things looking ominous for the home side, the 
course of the match suddenly changed, Pencoed scor¬ 
ing two well worked tries, the obvious result of train¬ 
ing ground rehearsals. 

For the first, full back Cross hit the gain line at 
pace, and, taking a well disguised short pass from 
Davies, split the midfield defence of the visitors to 
race over from 22 metres under the posts. Davies con¬ 
verted. 

Shortly afterwards Pencoed then put the match 
beyond the visitors. Blindside wing Glen Hiscocks 
timed his entry onto another short pass in mid field to 
angle his run some forty metres to score. Davies 
adding the extras for a 25-15 victory. 

Pencoed had come through this difficult match to 
leap frog their visitors and move up to sixth place in 
the league. 

Undoubtedly this win based on a resolute defence, 
in particular when under sustained pressure from the 
visitors, prop forward Keiron Moore deservedly cho¬ 
sen as Pencoed Player of the Match for his superb 
commitment in the contact area, pulling off a number 
of vital try saving tackles. 

_TO 

Mulers Trek to 
Kilimanjaro 

SIX members of Kenfig Hill RFC will be 
climbing Kilimanjaro next October aim¬ 
ing to raise £20,000 for GLAZE Prostate 
Cancer charity. 

“We need as much help as we can to succeed in 
this massive event. There is a sponsor form held by 
the bar, where any donations would be massively 
appreciated. We are looking for sponsors within the 
community, every little helps,” they said. 

The intrepid Mulers are: Mikey Guy, Jamie Uren, 
Kyle Davies, Chris Leyshon, Ben Jones and Gareth 
Evans. 

For further information call 01656 745531. 




ABOVE: Man of match Keiron Moore. 


ABOVE: Glen Hiscocks grounds the ball for a try. 


Ebbw Vale 43 Bridgend Athletic 24 


Bridgend Athletic faced the 
daunting task of visiting run 
away champions elect Ebbw 
Vale. 

The Gwent side have invested heav¬ 
ily in their ambitions to play in the 
championship next season and their 
only loss this season was a pre-season 
16-13 defeat to current second placed 
Premiership club Carmarthen Quins. 

The Athletic battled hard but suc¬ 
cumbed to a 43-24 win for the home 
side which took Ebbw Vale 14 points 
clear at the top of the Championship, 

Looking at the relative sides on the 
field before kick off, the Athletic 
looked dwarfed by their opponents and 
faced a David v Goliath struggle. 

The Athletic managed to keep Ebbw 
Vale pinned inside their own half for 
the opening 10 minutes - but then con¬ 
ceded two successive penalties result¬ 
ing in a Vale line-out 5 metres from the 
Athletic try line. 

Erom the line-out, the home side’s 
jumbo pack set up a rolling maul to 
drive flanker Ronnie Kean over the try 
line. 

Athletic centre Dan Apsee was yel¬ 
low carded for killing the ball at a ruck. 

During his ten minute sojourn in 
‘the bin’ the home side took full advan¬ 
tage of their extra player, scoring two 
tries in two minutes through Ashley 
Sweet and wing David James, and then 
a conversion by Ian Smerdon. It 
opened up a 17-0 advantage. 

Outside half Steven Lewis kicked a 
penalty to open the Athletic account, 
but a loose pass was gathered by Ebbw 
centre Carl Meyer to cross under the 
posts leaving the home side comfort¬ 
ably ahead 24-3 at the interval. 

To the Athletic’s credit they did not 
fold and came out firing at the resump¬ 
tion of play. Erom a ruck on the home 
side’s 22, Lewis made a half break and 
handed onto flanker Matt Heaton for 
the Canadian Under 21 flanker to cross 
for his first Athletic try in his first start 
for the club. 

Lewis converted. This was quickly 
followed by a second try when, from 
turn over ball, scrum half Aled Thomas 
put in a high kick ahead which wing 
Dan Howells gathered and raced over 


in the comer. Lewis converted to bring 
the scores to 24-17. 

DEFICIT REDUCTION 

The home side showed why they are 
on course for the Premiership by 
responding with two converted tries 
from Wes Cunliffe and Damian Hudd 
to stretch their lead to 38-17. 

The Athletic would not lie down and 
from a penalty Steve Lewis won them 
a line-out 5 metres out from the Vale 
try line. 

Dan Deguare won the line-out and 
forced his way over the try-line for the 
third Athletic try which Lewis also 
converted to reduce the deficit to 38- 
24. 

The scoring was completed by 
Ebbw Vale centre Wes Cunliffe taking 
advantage of a tiring Athletic defence 
to cross in the comer for his second try 
to give his side a 43-24 win. 

The Athletic won the support of 
both the home side coaches and fans 
who concede that few sides visit Ebbw 
Vale looking to play 15 man mgby 
themselves and not simply try a dam¬ 
age limitation exercise with negative 
tactics to keep the score down. 

The Vale had only conceded 5 tries 
in 10 championship games this season 
and had not conceded 3 tries in a game 
since the Athletic repeated the feat last 
April. Prior to match day no side had 
scored more than 16 points against the 
Vale this season. 

Team Manager Paul Hearne 
summed up the game: “Although some 
people would say this was a heavy 
defeat we did not feel at all over¬ 
whelmed and actually outscored them 
21 to 19 in the second half. 

“It was an outstanding team per¬ 
formance with some outstanding indi¬ 
vidual performances notably from 
Matt Heaton and Ben Howe who was 
everyone’s choice as the Athletic’s 
man of the match. 

“We hope the players carry this for¬ 
ward to the challenge of second placed 
Narberth at Newbridge Eields this 
Saturday who we will be facing in a 
confident mood. 

“Traditionally the club has a good 
home record against Narbeth and will 
hope to keep this going,” Paul added. 


CAPTAIN GWYN TAKES 
‘FIRST’ AGAIN DURING 
HIS PERIOD IN OFFICE! 


Cefn given stern 
test by Bettws 

CEFN RFC eventually ran out winners in 
a scrappy affair after the autumn interna¬ 
tionals break. 

Bettws, despite languishing at the bottom of 
Division Pour South West, provided stern opposi¬ 
tion, aided by their decision to go for passive scrums 
from the outset. 

Their powerful and dynamic forwards took some 
stopping, as did some of their experienced back line 
when in full flow. Cefn, to their credit persistently 
knocked back marauding attackers with some fierce 
tackling - Chris Bruno and Stuart Curl well to the 
fore in this department. 

Veteran player coach Geraint Carpenter provided 
some much-needed ‘grunt’ at number eight, with son 
Tom controlling Cefn’s game from fly half, kicking 
a penalty and a conversion in the process. 

Cefn’s backs shone on the odd occasion, with fly¬ 
ing wings Dan Harris and Ian Williams almost get¬ 
ting away, the touchline and Terry Wilmott thwarting 
the latter. 

Tries for Cefn came from sniping scrum half 
Adam Lloyd, and a superb effort by centre Owen 
Davies following a tremendous run from young lock 
Rob Howells. 

Pinal score: Cefn 15, Bettws 5. ME 


THE pressure of being captain of tbe 
Glamorgan Farmers’ Golf Society is usual¬ 
ly associated with a sudden loss of form 
because preparing speeches and making 
guests appearances normally interferes 
with preparing for the 12-monthly competi¬ 
tions that are held during the year in office. 

However, the current captain, Gwyn Thomas, is cer¬ 
tainty proving this is not always the case because for 
the second time during his year of captaincy farmer 
Gwyn took first prize at the recently held monthly 
meeting played at Maesteg Golf Club. 

Sponsored by Cowbridge Estate Agents, HRT Ltd, 
a large turn out of members and guests were welcomed 
to this hospitable club with its magnificent views over 
Swansea Bay and surrounding area. 

PoUowing an extremely close finish between Gwyn 
and Mike Lee, who both returned identical front nine 
and back nine scores totalling 41 stableford points, the 
outcome was settled with Gwyn scoring one more 
point over the back six holes to collect first prize. 


Secretary Tony McCarthy finished third with 37 
points followed by sponsor’s representative Andrew 
Thomas who scored 35 points. 

John Thomas who scored 32 points followed by 
Robert Calcaterra with 29 won the guest section. 

Penllyne farmer Robbie Llewellyn playing off 
another society’s handicap finished third with 28 
points. 

Nearest the pin on the par three holes were Chris 
Rooney (20), Reg Davies, Ray Thomas and Rob 
Calcaterra. 

Keith Gibson once again kept his best shot of the 
day until the final hole to collect the Bear Hotel 
(Cowbridge) Ltd sponsored longest drive prize and 
Keith Davies topped up his drink cabinet when return¬ 
ing home with the Premier Turf (Ltd) sponsored bottle 
of whisky by correctly guessing 62 balls would fail to 
make the return journey home. 

The society’s next meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, December 19 with RAP St Athan Golf Club 
hosting the Christmas meeting. 

T.McC 



























